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Education:
New York University, B.A. 1980 (Magna Cum Laude), Psychology Major.  Philosophy and Religion minors.

Temple University, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, Department of Psychology, Developmental Division, Ph.D. 1987.

Professional Employment

1986-1988
Post Doctoral Fellow, at the Graduate Center of the City University of New York, Developmental Psychology Division. Faculty mentor: Dr. Harry Beilin. 
1988-1992
Visiting Assistant Professor at Vassar College. Member of the Psychology Department and Cognitive Science Program. Duties included teaching Developmental Psychology, Seminar in Advanced Developmental Psychology, Methods and Issues in Developmental Psychology, Introduction to Psychology, Statistics and Experimental Design, Fieldwork, and Independent Study.

1992-2011
Assistant/Associate/Full Professor at California State University San Bernardino. 
1992-1997
Assistant Professor of Psychology.

1997-2003
Associate Professor of Psychology.

2003-present
Professor of Psychology.

1993-1997
Director of the M.A. Lifespan Program at CSUSB.  

2006-2011
Director of the M.A. General Experimental Psychology Program at CSUSB. 
2011-2020
Psychology Department Chair.
Research Programs 

Development of Reasoning across the Lifespan
· Development of deductive (logical), inductive, defeasible, and dialogical (e.g., argumentative) forms of reasoning in childhood, adolescence, and adulthood. 
· Dual process and relational developmental systems perspectives on reasoning and its development.

Parent Cognition
· Parent cognition including parent beliefs about knowledge, learning, and development, and parents' motivational goals and expectations for their children.

· The relevance of parents' beliefs, goals, and expectations for their parenting practices and for children's attitudes toward school. 

Publications 
Ricco, R. B.  (1989). Operational thought and the acquisition of taxonomic relations involving figurative dissimilarity. Developmental Psychology, 25, 996-1003.

Ricco, R. B.  (1990). Necessity and the logic of entailment. In W. F. Overton (Ed.), Reasoning, necessity, and logic: Developmental perspectives. Hillsdale, New Jersey: LEA.

Ricco, R. B., and Beilin, H.  (1992). Operativity and the superordinate categorization of artifacts. Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 54, 334-354.
Ricco, R. B.  (1993). Revising the logic of operations as a relevance logic: From hypothesis testing to explanation. Human Development, 36, 125-146.

Overton, W. F., Foltz, C., and Ricco, R. B.  (1995). Proof construction: Adolescent development from inductive to deductive problem-solving strategies. Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 59, 179-195.

Ricco, R. B.  (1997). The development of proof construction in middle childhood.  Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 66, 279-310.

Ricco, R. B., McCollum, D., and Wang, J.  (1997). Children’s judgments of certainty and uncertainty on a problem where the possible solutions differ in likelihood. Journal of Genetic Psychology, 158(4), 401-410.

Ricco, R. B.  (2002). Analyzing the roles of challenge and defense in argumentation.  Argumentation and Advocacy: Journal of the American Forensic Association, 

39(1), 1-22.  

Ricco, R. B.  (2003). The macrostructure of informal arguments: A proposed model and analysis. Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology, 56A(6), 1021-1051.

Ricco, R. B., McCollum, D., and Schuyten, S.  (2003). College mothers’ academic 

achievement goals as related to their children’s attitudes toward learning.  

Social Psychology of Education, 6, 325-347.

Ricco, R. B., & Rodriguez, P. (2006). The relation of personal epistemology to 


parenting style and goal orientation in college mothers. Social Psychology of 


Education, 9, 159-178. 

Ricco, R. B. (2007). Individual differences in the analysis of informal reasoning 


fallacies. Contemporary Educational Psychology, 32, 459-484.

Ricco, R. B. (2008). The influence of argument structure on judgments of 

argument strength, function, and adequacy. Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology, 61(4), 641-664. 

Ricco, R. B., Sabet, S., & Clough, C. (2009). College mothers in the dual roles of 


student and parent: Implications for their children's attitudes toward school. Merrill-


Palmer Quarterly, 55(1), 79-110
Ricco, R. B., Schuyten Pierce, S., & Medinilla, C. (2010). Epistemic beliefs and 


achievement motivation in early adolescence. Journal of Early Adolescence, 30(2), 


305-340.
Ricco, R. B. (2010). The development of deductive reasoning across the lifespan. In 

W. F. Overton (Ed.), Biology, cognition, and methods across the life-span. Volume 1 of the Handbook of life-span development, Editor-in-chief: R. M. Lerner. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley.
Overton, W. F., & Ricco, R. B. (2010). Dual-systems and the development of 


reasoning: Competence-procedural systems. Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: Cognitive Science. DOI: 10.1002/wcs.120

Ricco, R. B. & Overton, W. F. (2011). Reasoning. In V. S. Ramachandran


(Ed.), Encyclopedia of human behavior, 2nd Edition. Oxford, UK: Elsevier.
Ricco, R. B. (2011). Individual differences in distinguishing licit from illicit ways of discharging the burden of proof. Journal of Pragmatics, 43, 616-631.
Ricco, R. B., & Sierra, A. N. (2011). Individual differences in the interpretation of 

commitment in argumentation. Argumentation, 25(1), 37-61.
Ricco, R.B., & Overton, W.F. (2011). Dual systems competence-performance processing: 


A relational developmental systems approach to reasoning. Developmental Review, 

31, 119-150.

Ricco, R. B. (2015). Epistemic Doubt during Adolescence. In J.D. Wright (Ed.), 


International Encyclopedia of Social and Behavioral Sciences (2nd Edition), Vol 7 

(881-886). Oxford, UK: Elsevier.
Ricco, R. B. (2015). Development of Reasoning. In R.M. Lerner (Editor-


in-Chief) and L.S. Liben and U. M. Müller (Volume Eds.), Handbook of Child 

Psychology and Developmental Science (7th Edition), Volume 2: Cognitive Processes (pp. 519-570). Hoboken, NJ: Wiley.

Ricco, R. B. & Sierra, A. (2016). Judging the implications of a concession: 


Conversational distance and belief bias effects. Quarterly Journal of Experimental 


Psychology, 69 (6), 1129–1144.
Ricco, R. B., & Sierra, A. (2017). Argument beliefs mediate relations between 


attachment style and conflict tactics. Journal of Counseling and Development, 95(2), 


156-167.
Ricco, R. B. (2017). Development of deductive reasoning. In A. Dick and U. Müller 


(Eds), Advancing Developmental Science: Philosophy, Theory, and Method (pp. 


157-169). New York: Taylor and Francis.
Ricco, R. B. (2018). Relational developmental systems. In M. H. Bornstein (Ed.) Sage 

Encyclopedia of Lifespan Human Development. (vol. 4: pp. 1828-1833). Thousand 

Oaks, CA: Sage.

Ricco, R. B. (2018). Reasoning. In M. H. Bornstein (Ed.) Sage Encyclopedia of 

Lifespan Human Development (vol. 4: pp. 1813-1816). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.
Ricco, R.B., & Badiee, M. (2020). Predictors of role efficacy in college mothers. 


College Student Journal, 54(1), 63-76.
Ricco, R. B. (2020). Integrating Sociocultural and Constructivist Perspectives on Young 


Children’s Causal Learning. [Peer commentary on the article “Exploration, 

Explanation, and Parent-Child Interaction in Museums” by M. A. Callanan, C. H. Legare, D. M. Sobel, G. Jaeger, S. Letourneau, S. R. McHugh, A. Willard, et al.]. Monograph Matters. 

Ricco, R.B., Koshino, H., Sierra, A.N., Bonsel, J., Monteza, J.V., & Owens, D. (2020). 

Individual differences in analytical thinking and complexity of inference in conditional reasoning. Thinking and Reasoning. DOI: 10.1080/13546783.2020.1794958.

Selected Papers Presented at Professional Conferences
Ricco, R. B. & Overton, W. F. (1985). The role of operational thought in the production 


and comprehension of metaphor. Society for Research in Child Development, 


Toronto, Canada, April.
Ricco, R. B. (1988). Operational thought and the representation of figuratively dissimilar 


categorical relations. Eastern Psychological Association, Buffalo, New York, April.

Ricco, R. B. (1988). Logio-mathematical competence models and traditional theories of 


meaning. 18th Annual Symposium of the Jean Piaget Society, Philadelphia, June.

Ricco, R. B. (1989). Invited discussant of recent research on concept development. 19th 

Annual Symposium of the Jean Piaget Society, Philadelphia, June.

Ricco, R. B. (1990). Organizer, chair, and co-presenter of a symposium on meaning and 

logic: developmental perspectives. 20th Annual Symposium of the Jean Piaget Society, 

Philadelphia, June.

Foltz, C., Overton, W. F., & Ricco, R. B. (1993). Proof construction: The development of 

inductive and deductive reasoning. Society for Research in Child Development, New 

Orleans, March.

Ricco, R. B. (1993). Invited discussant of recent research on logical models and the 


development of reasoning. 23rd Annual Symposium of the Jean Piaget Society, 


Philadelphia, June.

Ricco, R. B., Advincula, A., Hodge, D., Kreeger, C., Stager, S., & Bradshaw, B. (1995). 


Cultural differences in the importance of parental practices to identity formation in 


college women. Society for Research in Child Development, Indianapolis, Indiana, 


March.

Ricco, R. B., Farrell, N., Advincula, A., & Kreeger, C. (1995). Importance of parenting 


practices to ego and ethnic identity formation. Western Psychological Association, 


Los Angeles, April.

Ricco, R. B., McCollum, D., & Wang, J. (1996). Certainty and likelihood. 26thAnnual 

Symposium of the Jean Piaget Society, Philadelphia, June.

Ricco, R. B. (1997).  Invited discussant of recent research on the development of 


informal reasoning.  27th Annual Symposium of the Jean Piaget Society, Santa 


Monica, June.
Ricco, R. B., and Zavala, A.  (1998).  Studying necessity and sufficiency through 


proof construction tasks.  28th Annual Symposium of the Jean Piaget Society, 


Chicago, June. 
Ricco, R. B., and McCollum, D.  (2001).  College mothers’ academic achievement goals


and their attitudes toward providing homework assistance. Society for Research in


Child Development, Minneapolis, April.

Rodriguez, P., & Ricco, R. B. (2005). The relation of mothers’ epistemic beliefs to their 

parenting styles and preferred academic goals for their child. Society for Research in 

Child Development, Atlanta, April. 
Ricco, R. B. (2006) Chair for a presentation by Mara Mather entitled, “Older adults 


positivity effect in memory and attention: The role of cognitive control.” 


Western Psychological Association, Palm Springs, April.

Ricco, R. B., Medinilla, C. I., & Schuyten Pierce, S. (2007). Early relations between 

personal epistemology and academic achievement goals: The middle school years. 

Society for Research in Child Development, Boston, April. 

Ricco, R. B., Sabet, S., Clough, C., & Houdyshell, A. (2007). College mothers in the dual 

roles of student and parent: The implications for their children’s attitudes toward 

learning. Society for Research in Child Development, Boston, April.

Pham, N. T., Ricco, R. B., & Federenko, I. S. (2007). Gender stereotypes in Caucasian 

and Hispanic mothers’ expectations and wishes. American Psychological Association, 

San Francisco, August.
Jones, M. M., Agars, M. D., Kaufman, J. C. & Ricco, R. (2008). Motivation and goal 


orientation: Unique and shared relationships with creativity. Western Psychological 

Association, Portland, April.
Bray, C., & Ricco, R. B. (2011). The self and world-view belief systems. Western 


Psychological Association, Los Angeles, April.
Ricco, R. B. (2011). Discussant for a symposium on contexts of achievement motivation. 


Society for Research in Child Development, Montreal, April.
Sierra, A., & Ricco, R. B. (2013). Adult attachment patterns, attitudes toward argument, 


and conflict management tactics in close relationships. Western Psychological 

Association, Reno, April.

Robinson, D., & Ricco, R. B. (2014). Attachment, negative emotionality, and intimate 


partner violence. Western Psychological Association, Portland, April.
Sierra, A., Veltri, G., Alderson, E., Buitron, D., Hardin, A., Harmony, Z., Ricco, R., &  

Koshino, H. (2015). Working memory, attention, and mindfulness. Western 

Psychological Association, Las Vegas, Nevada.
Sierra, A., Ricco, R.B., & Koshino, H. (2016). Is conflict detection on cognitive bias 

tasks automatic or effortful? Western Psychological Association, Long Beach, April.
Ricco, R.B., Koshino, H.K., Bonsel, J., & Ware, S. (2019). Effects of analytical thinking 

on base rate neglect. Psychonomic Society, Montreal, November.
Work in Progress

Ricco, R.B., Koshino, H., Bonsel, J, & Ware, S. (manuscript in preparation). Effects of 


analytical thinking on base rate neglect.
Professional Activities

Previously or currently an ad hoc reviewer for the Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, Child Development, Cognitive Development, Cognitive Psychology, Memory and Cognition, Journal of Cognition and Development, Developmental Psychology, SRCD Monograph Series, International Journal of Behavioral Development, Psychological Review, American Educational Research Journal – Social and Institutional Analysis, Learning and Individual Differences, and the Review of Educational Research.

Consulting Editor for the Monograph Series of the Society for Research in Child Development during 1997.
Commentator for the Monograph Series of the Society for Research in Child Development in 2019.

Membership in Professional Organizations
Member of the Society for Research in Child Development, the Jean Piaget Society, the Western Psychological Association, and the American Forensic Association.
Teaching at CSUSB
I have taught a number undergraduate and graduate courses during my career as a faculty member in the psychology department at CSUSB. 
Undergraduate. Critical Thinking (PSYC 105); Psychology of Middle Childhood (PSYC 320); Lifespan Development (PSYC 201); Cognitive Development (PSYC 358); Social and Personality Development (PSYC 384); Advanced Lab in Experimental Psychology (PSYC 431); Advanced Seminar in Developmental Psychology (PSYC 421); Independent Study (PSYC 595).
Graduate. Advanced Cognitive Development (PSYC 651); Advanced Middle Childhood and Adolescent Development (PSYC 646); Independent Study (PSYC 609, PSYC 611, HD 611); Thesis Supervision (PSYC 699, HD 699); Project Supervision (HD 595); Directed Readings (PSYC 612).

Student Supervision. Supervision involves graduate theses and projects and undergraduate honors theses. 
· Thesis or project chair for 15 graduate students in the M.A. Child Development or General Experimental Psychology Programs.
· Served on an additional 40 graduate thesis or project committees. 
· Supervised and mentored 8 undergraduate honors students.
Selected Department, College, and University Service at CSUSB 
Service to the Department of Psychology

1993-1997
Director of the Lifespan Development M.A. Program.

2006-2011
Director of the General Experimental Psychology M.A. Program.
1999-2002

Member of the Planning Committee.

2000-2003/

Member of the Recruitment and Hiring Committee. Chair of the 

2009-2011

committee from 2001-2003.  Directly involved in the hiring of eight 


faculty.
2003-2005/
Member of the Department Evaluation Committee. Chair of the 

2006-2008
committee for 2003-2004 and 2007-2008. 

2008-2009
Member of the Social Work Evaluation Committee.

2008-2010
Member of the Department Adjunct Faculty Evaluation Committee.

2007-2008
Member of the Psychology Chair Review Committee (for Joanna Worthley).

1993-1997/

Graduate Program (GPC) Committee. Chair of the GPC for 2008-

2006-2011

2010. 

2006-2011

Member of the Executive Committee.

2006-2011

Member of the Outcomes Assessment Committee.
Begin 2011

Psychology Department Chair.
Service to the College and University

1994-1996
Member of the Writing Requirement Exemption Exam Committee.

1994-1996
Member of the Services to Students with Disabilities Advisory Committee.

1995-1996
Member of the Commencement Planning Committee.

1996-1997
Member of the University Outcomes Assessment Committee.

2004-2005

Member of the Committee for the Periodic Review of Dean John 



Conley. 

2003-2011

Judge in the Annual CSUSB Student Research Conference.  
2000-2002/

College Representative on the University Library Committee.

2010-2011

2002-2004/

Member of the Children’s Center Advisory Committee.

2007-2008

2002-2004/

Member of the Critical Thinking Committee.

2009-2010
1993-1997/
Member of the Graduate Council of Program Coordinators.

2006-2011

2010-2011
Member of the University Evaluation Committee.

Begin 2011
Member of the CSBS Chairs Advisory Council.

Begin 2011
Member of the University Chairs Council. Council Chair for 2014-2015, 2015-2016. 2016-2017.
2014-2015
Member of the CSBS Dean’s Search Committee.

2015-2016
Chair, Sociology Department Chair Search Committee
Selected Accomplishments as Department Chair
· Primary author and coordinator of the WASC 2014-2015 Psychology Department Self-Study Report.
· Author of the 2015-2016 Psychology Department Action Plan (in response to external reviewer recommendations).
· Primary author of the Psychology Department’s funding proposal for conversion to semesters (Q2S)

· Director, Psychology B.A. conversion to semesters (2016-2020)

· Responsible for the hiring of sixteen tenure-track faculty: Drs. Badiee, Hassija, Leventon, Wellman, Goetz, Diaz, van Schagen, Addante, Amodeo (Dennis), Forcino, Jones, McIntyre, Santos, Amodeo (Leslie), Bloodhart, and Gomez.

· Responsible for the evaluation of 32 full-time faculty and 20 part-time faculty.

· Workload Committee and Taskforce. Appointed by the Faculty Senate Executive Committee to draft recommendations for teaching load under the semester system. 

· Chair of the University Assigned Time Committee commissioned by the Provost. 
