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As a reflect back on my first year as dean 

of the College of Natural Sciences I feel 

privileged to have joined such a wonderful 

group of students, faculty members and 

staff members.  

The College of Natural Sciences is a grow-

ing, dynamic environment that is an excit-

ing place to work and learn. While there are 

too many accomplishments to list I have 

chosen a few that represent the achieve-

ments of those in the college; achieve-

ments that span teaching, scholarship, 

service to the community and to the profes-

sion. Mr. Jan Mack, the stockroom manag-

er in Chemistry & Biochemistry, was the 

recipient of a Presidentõs Outstanding Em-

ployee award and was awarded a Golden 

Apple by the city of San Bernardino.  Dr. 

Laura Woodney, Dr. Carol Hood, Mr. Paul 

Gardner, and a number of students in the 

Department of Physics have put in a year of 

hard work into getting the Murillo Family 

Observatory fully functional. The observatory 

is already being used in numerous research 

projects. Dr. Hood and student Jake Pate 

have been using it to observe AGNs (super-

massive black holes) to better understand 

their origins. Dr. Woodney will be using the 

observatory as part of a consortium involving 

two other observatories, Mauna Kea and Kitt 

Peak, starting this August to try to pin down 

the rotational dynamics of Comet Encke. Dr. 

Bryan Haddock, of the Department of Kinesi-

ology, received a Biomedical/Biobehavioral 

Research Administration Development grant. 

This funding is used to offer a grant-writing 

workshop for about 30 CSUSB faculty mem-

bers; the workshop was simulcast to five oth-

er CSUs.   Dr. Madeleine Jetter, of the Depart-

ment of Mathematics, was accepted to The 

Project Kaleidoscope 2013 Summer Leader-

ship Institute. The institute provides leader-

ship development for early- and mid-career 

faculty members who are engaged in trans-

forming undergraduate STEM education. Fac-

ulty members in CNS continued to successful-

ly disseminate their research, research that 

frequently involves students.  For example, 

faculty members in Geology published six 

papers, 17 abstracts and gave three presen-

tations at professional meetings during the 

year.  Dr. Dorothy Chen-Maynard was elected 

as one of the five delegates to the House of 

Delegate of the Academy of Nutrition and 

Dietetics representing the Inland District and 

Los Angeles Districts of the California Dietetic 

Association.  She is also the chair of the Com-

munication Council for the Nutrition and Die-

tetic Educators and Preceptors. Faculty mem-

bers are actively working with K-12 schools to 

promote college and career readiness.  Exam-

ples of this are Dr. Davida Fischmannõs work 

through the Center for Enhancement of Math-

ematics Education, Dr. Dave Polcynõs work 

through the Science Writing Impacts Real 

Learning, and Dr. Stuart Sumidaõs work 

through the Science Drives Literacy projects.    

 

I look forward to another year working with 

the personnel in the college, university and 

region.   

  

 

 

 

 

Kirsten Fleming, Dean of the College of Natural Sciences 

I N  M E M O R Y  O F  T E R R Y  H A L L E T T  
Joan Terry Hallett passed away on Nov. 27, 2012 after a long battle with ovarian cancer. Terry is survived by 

her husband, John, of 52 years; her brother, Richard from Toddington, England; her daughters: Jennifer 

(Chris), Joyce (Mike), Elaine and Rosemary (Rafi). Terry has 10 adoring grandchildren: Morgan, Gillian, Ceilidh, 

Colin, Alex, Miles, Cora, Graham, Alison and Liam. She will be dearly missed by everyone. 

Terry was a wife, mother, grandmother and educator. Born Joan Terry Collar in Cheam, England, on April 21, 

1936, she moved to the U.S. in 1966 with her husband John and settled in Reno to continue their careers 

and raise a family. Terry loved the outdoors, especially the Sierra wilderness where she and John spent hours 

hiking though the Sierra Nevada Mountains with their family. She was frequently found in her garden in the 

summer months coaxing her plants into beautiful blooms. Trips to England were numerous as well as chanc-

es to explore Japan, Korea, Austria, Australia, Finland, Hawaii and many other locales with her husband and children.  

Joan Terry Hallett earned her Ph.D. in mathematics with a focus in algebra, from Queen Mary University of London in 1961. 

She developed her love of teaching at Royal Holloway College and later at California State University, Northridge from 1960 

through 1962. After coming to Nevada, she started teaching at University of Nevada Reno in 1978. She continued her career 

at California State University, San Bernardino in 1981 where she subsequently became associate dean. Terry and her hus-

band worked together on scientific problems involving mixing fluids and developing ways to improve the understanding of 

changing climate. In 2004, she spent a sabbatical at Exeter University, England, honing her teaching skills. Upon "retirement" 

in 2006, she returned to Reno to teach at Truckee Meadows Community College.  

Terry was devoted to her students and strived to give them the opportunity to learn and excel. An endowment fund has been 

created in her honor at CSUSB. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Terry Hallett Endowment Fund at            

https://development.csusb.edu. 


