Significant Financial Interest Disclosure Guidelines

What is required?

The CSUSB Conflict of Interest Policy for Sponsored Programs requires that Investigators disclose any significant financial interest that may present a conflict of interest in relationship to externally sponsored projects.  This policy covers three situations: 1) NIH/PHS grants; 2) Non-governmental grants; 3) All other sponsored programs. External sponsor means any granting agency outside the University, including both governmental and non-governmental sponsors.  For NIH/PHS grants, a training program is required and disclosures must be made prior to the submission of a proposal for funding.  For Non-governmental grants, Investigators must complete the CSU Chancellor’s Office Conflict of Interest training program and complete form 700U.  For all other sponsored programs, the Investigator must complete the Disclosure Form at the time of award. It likewise requires that conflicts of interest be satisfactorily managed, reduced, or eliminated prior to the expenditure of the award or within 60 days of their identification for conflicts disclosed subsequent to an award.  If new or changed information emerges prior to the next annual submission period, the individual should complete a new disclosure form within 60 days.  The full CSUSB Conflict of Interest Policy is posted at:  http://oar.csusb.edu/research_support/NIHFCOI.htm . 
Who is covered?

Investigator is defined in the policy as the principal investigator or project director, co-principal investigators, and any other person at the University who is responsible for the design, conduct, or reporting of research, educational or service activities funded, or proposed for funding, by an external sponsor.  In this context, the term Investigator includes also the Investigator’s immediate family (spouse, child, parent, or sibling; OR spouse of a child, parent, or sibling) either individually or in combinations with each other.  

What must be disclosed?

Each Investigator shall disclose all Significant Financial Interests:
A. that would reasonably appear to be affected by the research, educational or service activities funded, or proposed for funding, by an external sponsor; or

B. in entities whose financial interests would reasonably appear to be affected by such activities.

What is covered?

1. Significant Financial Interest means a personal and pecuniary interest, direct or indirect, accruing to a public servant or his/her immediate family (see above), either individually or in combinations with each other, including but not limited to: salary or other payments for services (e.g., consulting fees or honoraria); equity interests (e.g., stocks, stock options or other ownership interests); and intellectual property rights (e.g., patents, copyrights and royalties from such rights).  The dollar amounts that require disclosure are listed on the Disclosure Form.
Disclosure Procedures

1. All Investigators must disclose their Significant Financial Interests utilizing this form (see next page) and attaching supporting documentation.  If there is no Significant Financial Interest, the Investigator must indicate on the form and sign. For NIH/PHS grant proposals, the completed form and documentation must be submitted to the Office of Research and Sponsored Programs with the proposal and the PIF.  For all other external sponsors, the form must be completed when the award is received, but prior to expenditure of funds.  Supporting documentation may be sealed in an envelope marked confidential and must accompany the Disclosure Form.  Investigators must describe in detail their relationship, duties, and compensation and/or interest in business entities.

2. Resolutions to conflicts of interest will be incorporated in a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that is executed between the Investigator(s) and the Associate Provost for Research prior to expenditure of award or within 60 days of their identification for conflicts disclosed subsequent to an award.
SIGNIFICANT CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE FORM

CSUSB requires that each investigator disclose all significant financial interests of the investigator (including those of the investigator’s spouse and dependent children) (i) that would reasonably appear to be affected by the research or educational activities funded or proposed for funding by external sponsors; or (ii) in entities whose financial interests would reasonably appear to be affected by such activities.
Investigator Name:_______________________________Department/College:________________________________
Project Title:_____________________________________________________________________________________

External Sponsor:________________________________________________________________________________

· Are you, your spouse or dependents a director, officer, partner, trustee, or employee of the entity?
Yes___  No___

· Do you, your spouse and dependents have an equity interest aggregating more than $5,000 in the entity?       Yes___  No___

· Do you, your spouse and dependents anticipate receiving income from the entity aggregating more than 

  $5,000 in the next 12 months?
Yes___  No___

· Do you, your spouse or dependents have an interest in any intellectual property rights (e.g., patents,                copyrights and royalties from such rights) impacted by the project? 




Yes___  No___

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

____I have read the Yes/No checklist above and have NO significant financial interests to disclose which may be impacted by the project. (Please sign below as “Investigator.”)

OR

____I am disclosing my significant financial interests (and those of my spouse and dependent children) which may be impacted by the project which is proposed to NSF or PHS/NIH.

(Please provide the following details regarding the entity and sign below as “Investigator”:
Name of Entity (corporation, partnership, private practice, etc.  If relationships with multiple entities exist, please complete a separate form for each entity.)
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address of Entity:____________________________________________________________________________

Principal Type of Business:_____________________________________________________________________

Investigator Certification:

· I agree, for the duration of the project, to update this disclosure either on an annual basis, or as new reportable significant finance interests are obtained. 

· I agree to cooperate in the development of a Resolution Plan to address any actual or potential conflict of interest identified via this Disclosure. 

· I agree to comply with any conditions or restrictions imposed by CSUSB to manage, reduce, or eliminate actual or potential conflicts of interest or forfeit the award.

Signed:________________________________________


Date:____________



Investigator



Endorsements:    I have reviewed the significant financial interest disclosure and believe that no significant financial interest exists or if one does exist that it is possible to develop and execute, prior to award, a Resolution Plan to manage, reduce or eliminate any actual or potential conflict of interest; and, therefore, I recommend that the proposal be submitted to the agency at this time. 

Signed:________________________________________


Date:_____________


Associate Provost for Research
