Natural Sciences Chairs Council

July 16, 2007
1:00-3:00 BI 104

Meeting Minutes

Priorities for the Year:  Make FTE target (Fall [104.7%]-Winter [103.2%-106.8%]-Spring – 100.4%, 107.6%), Recruit faculty positions (Biology (3 hired), Computer Engineering (1-hired), HSCI (1 hired), Math (2 hired), Nursing (3 – 1 hired, 1 interview)), Develop a recruiting CD, Identify a new building and/or additional laboratory space (two buildings recommended to Provost), Computer Engineering Program (started), Environmental Sciences program (started), MPH program (started), Observatory (increased funding but not completed), Follow-up 5-Year self study (good progress in most departments), Recruiting S-Stem program (have identified students for Fall award), regular and Presidential Scholar students (6 students accepted for 2007-08), Additional staff lines for the College (Geology secretary, approved job description for equipment tech), Reinstate equipment line for College (not done).
Approval of minutes for June 28, 2007.  The Minutes were approved as distributed.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs.  

· George – The faculty voted to start the process to change the department name to Computer Science and Engineering.
· John – He is going to distribute a room allocation list which shows all assigned rooms to each department. He would like the chairs to look it over for errors and get back to him. 
· Lory – The new 2007-08 signature authorization forms have been filled out and she passed them around for signatures.
· Terry – The Kinesiology Department received technical approval for CTC. They are one of the first departments in the CSU to receive approval. 
· Christina – Alan will be back from Dominica on July 24th.
· Lynne – The Nursing Department will have its first visiting scholar from Korea for one year beginning in the fall. One faculty member was promoted and one was given tenure. There will be 33 students starting the generic nursing program at PDC in the fall.
2. Announcements from Administration

· Faculty GSI and SSI – They will be funded centrally.
· Dates:
a. Retirement celebration for Helen – August 2nd at 3:00pm in the Sycamore Room

b. Freshmen Advising Day – August 11th
c. Next Council of Chairs meeting – August 20th at 1:00pm
Action Items: 

1.

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Fall. John distributed data on the FTEs and we are still behind target
b. Winter. Schedule build is still ongoing and clean up should be taking place. 
2. New Students for Fall, 2007. 
a. Freshmen Advising Day – There was a discussion and suggestions made to Cindy on how to improve these sessions. Some suggestions included to have more rooms available so majors do not have to share, the presentation was too long that Admissions did, and maybe the departments could be allowed to do the general presentation along with their specific department presentation. 
b. Orientation Program – Will be held on September 19th. Freshmen will attend from 9:30-12:00 and transfer students will attend from 1:30-4:00. Lunch is planned between the sessions. There will be a central meeting during both sessions, then they will break into smaller groups by department. 
c. Presidential Scholars – The College has 6 new students this year which is lower than the typical amount we have. 
3. College Peer Advising Program – Cindy discussed the handout on the status of the program. She is still looking for suggestions. Possible locations were discussed as well as getting student club members to volunteer their time. 
4. 2007-08 Budget discussion 
a. Helen passed out a list of possible accounts for rollover for each department. The Dean discussed the handout and requested that the chairs review the accounts and contact him if there are more uses they want added for their department. 
8.
Scholarship and Gift Accounts – Per attachment, the Dean went over the updated list of scholarship and gift accounts. Authorized signers need to be updated. This revised list shows available balance on all accounts. These reports will eventually be generated monthly and sent to the department chairs. 
9. 
Construction 
a.  BI Building – The chlorination project did not work and they are now looking at doing a chlorine loop through the water lines. This will make the water potable, but there will be no hot water. The air handling is still an issue and the contractor will be working on it on July 19th. There will only be in-flowing air and none going out. Doors will need to be propped open to facilitate the moving of the air. The punch list has been officially given to the contractor and the items should start being worked on. 
b. PS Building – Construction remains on schedule.
c. Observatory – There is a $250k gift that is coming from a donor’s estate and the Bogh family is considering a large cash plus in-kind gifts that would result in the naming of the facility. 
