Natural Sciences Chairs Council

June 20, 2011
1:00-2:55 p.m. BI-104

Minutes
Priorities for the Year: 

Projects Supported by Council of Chairs: Secure outside funding for the Peer Advisor Center, Use of social media for the college, Initiate the Scherba Lecture Series, Bring the UC Water Archives online at CSUSB, Open the observatory
Projects to be worked on by Council of Chairs:  Department chair involvement in the dean search, Continue to support faculty who are trying to obtain grants, Make plans for CNS Museum, Continue to increase international exchanges
Approval of minutes for June 6, 2011 – Approved as distributed.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs 
No Announcements
2. Announcements from Administration
a) Summer Schedule of Meetings – The Council of Chairs meetings during the summer will be July 18th, August 15th and September 12th from 1:00 to 3:00pm. University and college convocation will be held on September 19th.
b) MASS Grant – The MASS grant was renewed for another 4 years by NSF.
Action Items:  
Discussion Items:
1. Scheduling Update – George 
Summer – Summer classes begin on June 22nd and census is June 30th for 6W1.  Faculty need to get Spring grades in immediately.
Fall 2011 – Open enrollment begins on June 20th. The first day of classes will be September 22nd, and census will be October 12th.
Winter 2012 – Schedule build deadline is September 12th, and priority registration begins on October 31st. 
2. Commencement Overview – Lory reported that commencement went very well without any problems. The dean reported that since this was his first time hooding, he thought the process was a bit slow. He suggested that we instruct the graduates on how to hand the hoods to the hooders. Lory stated that the graduates are given specific instructions regarding the hooding procedure before the procession. He suggested that a staff member stand on the ramp and remind the graduates of the procedure again before going across the platform.
3. Access to service courses within our majors – Alan reported that geology majors are having a hard time getting into chemistry and physics courses which in turn is delaying the student’s graduation. The department chairs commented that they are trying to accommodate students within our college on the wait lists.
4. Improve advising, retention, & graduation through increased student fee – A fee of $54 per student per quarter will be imposed in the fall. Cindy will take the lead on putting together a proposal to expand the Peer Advising Center, and Terry would like to submit a proposal on getting a part time staff person to assist with advising in kinesiology. Cindy suggested that a group of chairs and faculty get together regularly to discuss tutoring ideas and come up with a proposal to submit. George will set up a meeting for departments to participate in a discussion on paid internships for students. All proposals should be sent to the dean who will then forward them to President Karnig.
5. Planning for the SOAR program – Cindy passed around a spreadsheet for the chairs to fill in the faculty names that will be working for the SOAR days. There will be a college meeting first, then each department will have their students from 9:30-12:30. She will have the departments in rooms in Jack Brown Hall.  Computer registration will occur in JB for all students except Pre-Nursing who will be moved to the wedge in the Pfau Library. Faculty who work SOAR will receive a $150 stipend. Current student involvement is encouraged for the orientation portion. . Cindy will email the list of expected students to the department chairs tomorrow. She reminded the chairs to figure out how many seats they will open for each day of SOAR. A brief discussion followed.
6. Planning for Sophomore Orientation – Cindy would like to have the orientation on the first Friday or Saturday after the fall terms begins. She also suggested that we should feed the students. Cindy would like additional suggestions or ideas forwarded to her to make this orientation more successful than last year.
7. Top 3 choices for the capital campaign – (see attachment) The dean went over the attachment with the chairs, and they selected three existing items and three future items from each category. The dean will finalize the list and send it out.
8. Transition with Dave Maynard – Dave had nothing to discuss or report.
9. Construction Projects – George
Observatory – They are working on correcting the positioning of the ½ meter telescope, and they are also moving forward to begin installation of the 17” telescope. Telephone lines have been installed and they are operational.
Garden near pool and fitness center – No report
Nursing laboratory addition – The contractor continues to work on the punch list, and it will be completed soon.
