Natural Sciences Chairs Council

June 11, 2007

1:00-3:20 BI 104

Meeting Minutes

Priorities for the Year:  Make FTE target (Fall [104.7%]-Winter [103.2%-106.8%]-Spring – 100.4%, 107.6%), Recruit faculty positions (Biology (3 hired), Computer Engineering (1-hired), HSCI (1 hired), Math (2 hired), Nursing (3 – 1 offer, 1 interview)), Develop a recruiting CD, Identify a new building and/or additional laboratory space, Computer Engineering Program (started), Environmental Sciences program (started), MPH program (started), Observatory, Follow-up 5-Year self study, Recruiting S-Stem program, regular and Presidential Scholar students, Additional staff lines for the College (Geology secretary), Reinstate equipment line for College.
Approval of minutes for May 14, 2007.  The Minutes were approved as distributed.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs.  

· Helen – Contracts for the summer session will go out when the form is made available from Academic Personnel. Department secretaries will need to put new part time faculty into Peoplesoft and then Helen will do the contract. 
· Lynne– The Department of Nursing had their first annual recognition ceremony at the Palm Desert Campus on Sunday for the first graduating RN-BSN class. The Pinning Ceremony for the main campus will be held on Friday, June 15th. The class gift was a $1000.00 donation to the American Cancer Society on behalf of Dr. Marcia Raines. 
· Terry – He has seen the promotional CD for the department and it looks pretty good. He will share it with the rest of us.
2. Announcements from Administration

· Outstanding Student Reception – June 15, 3:00pm – The reception will be held in the Pine Room. Each chair will present their department’s outstanding student, no more than 1 minute in length. The students will be able to speak as well 2-3 minutes in length.
· Orientation program poster – The new poster was “featured” at Freshmen Advising Day.
· Accessibility Technology Initiative – All new courses must be accessible to SSD students by Fall, 2008 and all existing classes by Fall, 2012.
· Accreditation Reports – All reports must go through the department chair, the dean and the provost before they are sent off campus.
· HACU 21st Annual Conference – Chicago, October 20-23, 2007. Have any interested students contact Deborah Buck.
· Chair’s vacation schedule for summer – Send the schedule to Lory
· Summer Meeting Schedule – Thursday, June 28th, Monday, July 16th and August 20th.
· Building requests to the Provost – The Dean is forwarding  proposals for two different buildings: Computer Science and Engineering, Physics and Math and a Biology and Nursing building.
· 2007 Research Pod Awards – Per attachment, all six proposals were accepted and funded. Notification letters were sent out last week.
Action Items: 

1.

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Summer.  Classes for sessions I & II start on Wednesday, June 20th
b. Fall. Priority IV registration ends on Tuesday, June 12th. John will send out updated data.  
c. Winter. Lecture rooms need to be assigned by Friday, June 15th before the CNS allocated rooms are opened up to the rest of the university.
2. Graduation Issues – Lory – There are 289 registered graduates. Chairs need to be in the Founder’s Room by 1:15pm on Sunday, the 17th. 
3. Faculty Loads and accountability – The Dean discussed the importance of doing the Assignment of Non-Teaching forms each quarter for tracking purposes. In addition, documentation of what the person did with the time should be recorded.  The forms also need to be forwarded to Lory in the College office. These forms also assist the department secretaries to do the FAD report.

4. College Staff position – Per attachment, Tim, Brett and Paul discussed the job description with the chairs. The Dean and John will make the recommended revisions and move forward.
5. BI hood certification – John Mohoroski from EHS came to explain that all hoods must be vacated in the building in order for the air balancing to be completed per the contractor’s request. He also mentioned that the building water lines have been flushed, yet bacteria have still been found in the pipes. They will re-chlorinate the water pipes and let water sit for 48 hours. No water may be used during the re-chlorination process. It was determined that the re-chlorination will begin at 6pm on June 21st and end June 24th.

6. No new faculty positions for 2007-08. What are the replacement searches for 2008-09? Kinesiology has 1, Nursing has 4 and Biology has 1.

7. 2007-08 FTES targets – see attachment The Dean would like the chairs to go over the targets and give him some feedback.
8.
Staff Award Nominations – Due July 2nd.
9. 
Construction 
a. BI Building – No report
b. PS Building – No report
c. Observatory – No report
