Natural Sciences Chairs Council

April 2, 2007
1:00-3:10 TO 146

Meeting Minutes
Priorities for the Year:  Make FTE target (Fall [104.7%]-Winter [103.2%-106.8%]-Spring), Recruit faculty positions (Biology (2 interviewing), Computer Engineering (1-interviewing), HSCI (1 interviewing), Math (2 hired), Nursing (3 – 1 pool approved)), Develop a recruiting CD, Identify a new building and/or additional laboratory space, Computer Engineering Program (started), Environmental Sciences program (started), MPH program (started), Observatory, Follow-up 5-Year self study, Recruiting S-Stem program, regular and Presidential Scholar students, Additional staff lines for the College, Reinstate equipment line for College.
Approval of minutes for March 19, 2007.  The Minutes were approved as distributed.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs.  
· Ferrari – Biology is preparing offers for the 2 positions. Each pool had strong candidates.
· Craig – He inquired as to whether or not the missing GE review paperwork was submitted to Undergraduate Studies.
· Johnston – She passed out the part-time faculty report for the spring quarter.
· Coleman – The department will be conducting on-campus interviews over the next two weeks.
· Georgiou – The department is in the middle of on campus interviews for the Computer Engineering position.
· Lewis – Katrina Baldwin has moved to a position in Biology and Tabitha Webster currently in SSD will begin working in the College Office on Monday, April 9, 2007.
2. Announcements from Administration

· Fact Sheet – The Dean passed out a fact sheet that Jeff Thompson wants filled out and returned. The sheet is looking for data regarding collaborations between CSU and UC faculty on professional growth activities. Please send the sheet back to the Dean by Friday, April 6, 2007.
· Student Recreation and Fitness Center – Grand opening is tomorrow, April 3, 2007. Dr. Karnig has announced that he will cover half of the cost for the first year membership for full time staff and faculty. 
Action Items: 

1.

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Spring.  Numbers were distributed today for the first day of classes. Projection for the university enrollment this Spring quarter is down 1.6%. Make sure all students in class are registered for class and no late adds. The late adds due to a late financial aid award need to include documentation. 
b. Summer.  Priority registration begins on May 1st. Everything will be done through PeopleSoft.
c. Fall. Schedule build has ended.
d. Winter. Schedule build begins on May 21st in PeopleSoft. 
2. Graduation Issues – Lory – 
· The names of students to receive Departmental Honors need to be submitted in alphabetical order with student ID listed to Lory by 4-6-07. 
· Department selections of the Outstanding Undergraduate and/or Graduate Student need to be submitted to Lory no later than 4-6-07.

· Ken Mantei has been selected to be the Mace Bearer for the June graduation.
· We are soliciting college highlights for the 2006-07 year. Please submit items in bullet format to Lory by Friday, April 13th. 

· Faculty that plan on attending commencement need to email Lory with an RSVP.

· We are still looking for a recessional song for commencement. Please speak to your faculty and forward suggestions to Lory.
 3.
Quarterly report on Fundraising – Roberto – Per the attachment, Roberto went over the numbers for the year. 
4.
Moving Schedule – John  
· ALL key cards for the BI building need to be submitted no later than April 12, 2007 to Facilities. The keys will be available for pickup no sooner than April 26th. Facilities will be handing out keys from the display area in the CNS museum from 9am – 1pm on April 26th and 27th for our convenience. Faculty will need outside door key which is the same as the CS outside door key, a department area key, and a key to their office. 
· Some modular furniture is scheduled to be moved the week of April 23rd. The modular furniture of the Biology Department Office will be moved on the 27th. The official move will begin on Saturday, the 28th. CNS, the Biology office and faculty, and the Geology faculty and office will be moved on that day and into the first week. The PS basement will be moved in the 1st week as well. Special equipment will be moved in the 2nd week and Chemistry and the first floor of Physics in the 3rd week.
· Transferring books from bookcases cannot be done until April 28th.
· Facility Services has carts available to assist in transporting books and computers.
· Fume hoods will be certified during the week of April 30th.

· John needs all of the assessments from Geology and some from Biology. He needs them as soon as possible.

5. Status of Concerted Activities – Dr. Karnig is optimistic that there will be a contract. The Dean projected some thoughts as to what might be expected if concerted activities were to occur.  Department Chairs should be considered part of the faculty unit and will not be asked to participate as administrators during concerted activities.  Faculty would be expected to teach their classes. Faculty should get approval from the Dean for any anticipated time away from classes assignments as posted in the teaching schedule in advance of any concerted activities occurring.  If faculty are sick on a day that activities are occurring, documentation will probably be required. 
6. Summer 2007 Research Pods – Per the attachment, the Dean went over the call that will go out for this summer’s research pods. He asked for input and revisions. $100,000 is available and a call will go out soon with an application deadline of May 1, 2007. To date, there are only 2 faculty that have finished their reporting for last year’s pods and 8 that have not. Those faculty who have not completed their prior award will not be eligible to apply for funding this summer.
7. Equipment Purchases – Per attachment, the Dean went over the newly approved purchases for replacement faculty computers. Two departments reported requests that were not included.  The balance is up to $151,000.
8. Outstanding Professor Nominations and elections – Nominations were made and then voted on. The results were as follows:
· Teaching – Tony Metcalf (Biology)

· Professional Growth: Yuichiro Kakihara (Math)

· Service – Mary Molle (Nursing)
9. 
Selection of an Outstanding Alumnus – Chairs were asked to speak to their     faculty for some nominees. An election will take place at the next meeting.

10.   
Orientation for students in Fall – (per attachment) The Dean went over a sample agenda and requested feedback and revisions. A discussion followed. It was decided that having an orientation for the College is a good idea and we should move ahead with the planning. 
11. Construction Projects
a. BI and PS Buildings – No report
b. Observatory – The Weingart Foundation has invited the College to apply for a grant.
