Natural Sciences Chairs Council

Minutes of the Meeting of April 12, 2010
1:00-2:30 p.m., BI 104

Priorities for the Year: 

Projects Supported by Council of Chairs: Develop a strategic plan for the college, develop the Natural Sciences Museum, external funding for the Peer Advising Center, increase grant activity, invest in service contracts, A/C in the PE building, peer advisor posters to circulate in classes and to post outside of the departments, and update the College website.
Projects to be worked on by Council of Chairs:  recruiting CD for the college and departments, increase international exchanges, increase student research opportunities with faculty, initiate the Scherba lecture series, formalize the scholarship and internship process for the College.
Approval of minutes for March 22, 2010.  The minutes were approved as distributed.
Informational Items
1. Announcements by Chairs.  
Lory – She still needs the write-up from Biology for Natural Phenomena. The outstanding students for Biology, Math, Kinesiology and Nursing need to be submitted to Lory by tomorrow. Lory has adjusted her work hours to 6:00am to 2:30pm for the next 2-3 months, which have been approved by the dean.
Peter – Dr. Lo was awarded a NREUP grant which is similar to the college’s summer research pods. Dr. Jetter was awarded a California Math and Science grant from the Riverside County Office of Education.

Cindy – A 22 year old nursing student passed away on March 29th from a rare form of cancer. Her family is requesting donations for funeral costs. Donations can be made to the Alexandra Foundation www.thealexandrafoundation.com. Contact the nursing department for more information. The Access committee is sponsoring a presentation by Scott Macintyre on April 20th from 10am – 12pm in the Santos Manuel Student Union. 
2. Announcements from Administration
a. Mace Bearer for June Commencement – Chris Grenfell is confirmed.
b. Coast grants for support in writing grants – Release time is being offered to faculty interested in writing grant proposals for coast, ocean, and water shed funding. Contact the dean if you are interested. 

c. CSUSB’s Top Alumni – There is a list being put together by the office of Alumni Affairs. Please forward the names of outstanding alumni in your majors to Dean Carlson.

d. Status of Faculty Searches – 

i. Chemistry – Closed

ii. Kinesiology – Hired Cuauhtemoc Carboni for the pedagogy position and they are preparing to interview for the generalist position.
iii. Mathematics – The department is negotiating an offer and awaiting a grant announcement.
iv. Nursing – The department is interviewing for the chair position  and one faculty position
Action Items: 
1.
Elections
a. Outstanding Faculty - Professional Development – Lal Mian ( HSCI)
Discussion Items:
1.
Scheduling Update - John

a. Spring – John distributed the data for the end of the first week. Three departments need to add students to make target. A discussion followed.
b. Summer – Registration starts on May 3rd. 
c. Fall – Priority registration begins on May 20th.
2. 
Dreamworks Project – Stuart Sumida Dreamworks Pictures wants to do a favor for the CSU and broadcast some animation lectures from their studios in Glendale, Ca to several CSU campuses. Some students will be able to attend the live lecture both in Glendale and Walnut Creek, Ca. They are trying to set up the lectures before the end of May and want to make the lectures into a series for next year. If the chairs have any students that they think will be interested in attending the live lecture, the students  should contact Dr. Sumida. 
3.
Natural Phenomena Lory -  
a.
Electronic vs. Print.  No report until next meeting.
4.
Student Orientation (Freshmen and Sophomore) – Cindy 
a.
Update on SOAR – Cindy handed out notes from the last SOAR meeting and discussed them. The biggest change is that the students will be oriented in the Student Union in the morning of the second day on how to register on MyCoyote. The College will present material fom 9-10, after which the departments will do advising from 10:00 to 12:00. When the departments are done, the students will go to a computer lab to register.  Cindy needs help in identifying computer labs that we can use for our students to register in. She is working on having advising in Jack Brown Hall so the students can then go to the computer labs to register. The numbers of students expected for each major will be distributed prior to the SOAR date. Cindy needs final numbers from the chairs of the number of reserved seats we will be saving for the freshmen in each course. A discussion followed. 
b.
Class limit changes – Lory passed out guidelines for changing the class enrollments and went over the procedure with the chairs. Renee will go over this procedure with the ASCs in her next meeting.
c.
Sophomore orientation – Cindy requested that the chairs send the contact information of the student organizations in their departments to her so she can meet with them regarding a sophomore orientation.
5.
Pre-professional majors – Ted C., K. Clark, Dave M., Paul V., Terry R., Stuart S., Cindy P. – The committee has discussed the data of the pre-nursing students. They have decided that students that are juniors and seniors that have a 2.5 GPA or lower need to be advised to change their major as soon as possible and that sophomores with a 2.0 – 2.5 GPA should change their major as well. The peer advisors are available to counsel the students. They are also considering impacting pre-nursing by having a minimum GPA. Dr. Vicknair will speak to the nursing faculty about impaction. A discussion followed.
6. 
Construction Projects – John
a. Observatory – The contractor is currently trenching for utility lines and excavating for the building foundations. They on comfortably on schedule.
b. Nursing laboratory addition – The contractor has started clearing the site, relocating the utilities as needed, and erecting site fencing.
c. Garden near pool and fitness center.  No report
d. PE Building air-conditioning.  No report
