Institutional Biosafety Committee
CSUSB
Meeting Minutes
February 04, 2026
11am to 12pm

Zoom Meeting Link
https://csusb.zoom.us/j/84195322298

In Attendance: Benjamin Virzi, David Rhoads, Michael Gillespie, Laura Newcomb, Leah McNamarah, Jessica d. Valdez, Michael DeSalvio, Richelle Marccino.
Melisa Pacheco (Student Research Compliance Assistant), 
Qurom present to conduct IBC meeting.

Meeting started:

Review and Approval of the Agenda: February 04, 2026
David asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Benjamin motioned to approve the agenda and seconded by Michael. No abstentions. All in favor.


Review and Approval of the Minutes for May 22, 2025
David asked for a motion to approve the minutes, Laura voted to approve the minutes and seconded by David. No abstentions. All in favor.


Agenda Items:

1. 25-001 Dr. Laura Newcomb 
Title: Generation of single integration (non-replicating) lentivirus
Note: This protocol has been previously reviewed by the committee. 
David asked if there were any questions or concerns regarding the protocol. Laura is doing all the specimen collection. Students will assist later but not with specimen (virus) collection. Benjamin asked whether there is an updated lab assessment and Laura has provided the assessment.
David asked for a motion to approve the protocol. Leah motioned to approve the protocol and seconded by Benjamin. All in favor. No abstentions.

2. 25-002 Dr. Laura Newcomb 
Title: Feline Coronavirus infection of tissue culture cells
Note: This has been protocol has been previously reviewed by the committee.
Benjamin asked whether there is an updated lab assessment and Laura has provided the assessment. David noted in section two needs to say recombinant DNA noted as not applicable. Laura will check off the box and resend to Michael and David. Laura will also check of the box for RG2 and resend to David and Michael to check the minor changes. David asked if there were any additional concerns from board. No comments. David asked for motion to approve the protocol with very minor changes. Michael motioned to approve and seconded by David. Motion approved with minor revisions. All in favor. No abstentions. 

3. 25-003 Dr. Laura Newcomb New Protocol
Title: Reconstituted vRNP assay
Benjamin asked whether there is an updated lab assessment and Laura has provided the assessment
Benjamin asked whether there is an updated lab assessment and Laura has provided the assessment. Laura noted this is being done by the class. 
Possible missing signature from the Chair Jeremy Dodsworth. Laura will look through her emails and resend the copy with the Chair of Biology’s signature. Laura forwarded the email with the signed copy during the meeting. 
David asked if there were any additional comments or concerns for this study. David asked for a motion to approve and Leah motioned to approve and seconded by Michael. All in favor. No abstentions. 

4. 25-004 Dr. Jeremy Mallari
Title: Optimizing small molecule inhibitors against an essential metalloprotease of Plasmodium falciparum.
Benjamin has a concern for the study. Delay to approve the protocol so the lab safety can come into compliance. Missing other researchers have not acknowledged lab safety concerns. Also, everyone in the lab should have training in working with the biospecimen. Red bag waste has been sitting there and needs to be properly disposed of. Should be disposed of within 7 days. Several containers that have lid and if they spill over the contents would leak over the floor. Signage missing on the door. Two concerns over where the biospecimens will be stored. Biosafety cabinet has not been certified annually. Fume hood is not certified. Safety shower not present in case of emergency. Lab needs to be cleaned up. Michael noted that he would like to sit down with Benjamin to have an action plan in place to help Dr. Mallari meet the requirements to proceed with his study. Michael and Benjamin will work on the action plan and meet with Dr. Mallari. Michael and Benjamin will notify the committee with an update of the lab space. David asked if there were any additional concerns from the board. No comments or concerns from the board. David asked for a motion to approve the action plan from Michael and Benjamin to work with Dr. Mallari to address issues with the lab. Laura voted to approve action plan and seconded by Jessica. All in favor of action plan. No abstentions.

Any other items to discuss. New biosafety protocols in effect. Anything biologic in nature is being reviewed by purchasing. Michael asked if there are any issues to send to Michael and Benjamin in EHS. There will be a process to approve any purchases of biological, radiological, and other specimens through EHS. Michael noted they will be communicating this out once it has been finalized.

Any other business. David asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Laura motioned to adjourn and seconded by Benjamin. All in favor. No abstentions.

Meeting Ended: Meeting adjourned at 11:36am.




