
ASSOCIATED STUDENTS, INCORPORATED CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, SAN BERNARDINO
A RESOLUTION OF THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS, INCORPORATED BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, SAN BERNARDINO, OPPOSING THE USE OF ALTERNATIVE CONSULTATION IN PLACE OF A STUDENT REFERENDUM FOR THE PROPOSED INSTRUCTIONALLY RELATED ACTIVITIES FEE INCREASE
WHEREAS, the California State University classifies the Instructionally Related Activities ("IRA") fee as a Category II campus-based mandatory fee, and CSU policy states that an advisory student referendum is the preferred method of measuring student support before adjusting a Category II fee, although an alternative consultation process may be used if a referendum is determined not to be the best mechanism; and
WHEREAS, California State University, San Bernardino ("CSUSB") has publicly stated that it is pursuing an alternative consultation process regarding a proposed IRA fee increase, and that student feedback gathered through surveys, presentations, information sessions, and tabling events will be compiled and shared with President Tomas D. Morales, who will make the final campus decision before any request is submitted for Chancellor's Office review; and
WHEREAS, CSUSB has stated that the current IRA fee is $199 per student per year, and that the university is proposing an additional $301 per student per year in IRA funding, with implementation proposed for Fall 2026 if approved; and
WHEREAS, CSUSB states that IRA funds support out-of-the-classroom experiential learning opportunities and related programs, and further states that the current IRA funding structure at CSUSB originates from the 1994-95 CSUSB Student Referendum, through which students voted to provide direct fiscal support for such activities; and
WHEREAS, the Associated Students, Incorporated of CSUSB ("ASI") recognizes the educational and student-development value of programs funded through IRA and supports meaningful investments in student learning, engagement, and campus life; however, ASI also maintains that student support for those programs does not eliminate the need for a transparent and democratically legitimate process when proposing a substantial increase to a mandatory student fee; and
WHEREAS, a mandatory fee increase of this scale has direct implications for college affordability, student access, and student trust in institutional decision-making, and ASI believes that students should have the clearest possible opportunity to decide whether they support assuming this added financial obligation; and
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WHEREAS, ASI believes that the use of a student referendum would better reflect student voice, provide stronger democratic legitimacy, and align more closely with CSU policy's stated preference for measuring student support through referendum when a Category II mandatory fee is being adjusted; and
WHEREAS, ASI further believes that, because CSUSB's IRA structure itself traces to a prior student referendum, any major proposal to increase that fee significantly should likewise be placed before the students for a direct vote; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
RESOLVED, that the Associated Students, Incorporated of California State University, San Bernardino formally expresses its disagreement with the decision to utilize alternative consultation rather than a student referendum for the proposed Instructionally Related Activities fee increase; and
RESOLVED, that ASI affirms its position that a proposed mandatory student fee increase of this magnitude should be submitted to the student body through a campus-wide student referendum so that students may directly determine whether they support the additional funding; and
RESOLVED, that, to the extent the current IRA consultation process has concluded or is already under administrative review or implementation, ASI respectfully urges the CSUSB administration and the Office of the President to give substantial weight to concerns raised regarding the process used and to consider those concerns in any final action related to the proposed fee increase; and
RESOLVED, that ASI requests that any future proposal regarding the IRA fee or other mandatory student fee increases include clear, accessible, and publicly available information regarding:
1. the current fee amount;
2. the proposed increase amount;
3. the total new fee amount;
4. the exact intended uses of the additional revenue;
5. transparent process and procedures, including but not limited to timeline, informational material, and results;
6. the projected impact on students and student programs; and


7. the rationale for choosing consultation instead of referendum, where applicable; and

RESOLVED, that ASI supports a student fee decision-making process that is transparent, equitable, accessible, and centered on robust student participation; and
RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the following:
· President Dr. Tomás D. Morales
· Vice President for Student Affairs Dr. Paz Olivérez
· The IRA Board and/or IRA administrative leadership
· The CSU Chancellor’s Office, as appropriate


PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Associated Students, Incorporated Board of Directors of California State University, San Bernardino, on this _19_ day of 	May	, 2026.
Diego Rendon

Diego Rendon ASI President
Kimberly Rosas

Kimberly Rosas
ASI Executive Vice President


Signature:
Email:
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asi-president@csusb.edu
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