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Director’s Note for March & April 2025

Dear CSUSB Black Community & Allies,

This month has been very busy with several events for Black History Month!!! Thanks to

the San Manual Student Union Cultural Centers, especially the Pan African Student

Success Center, Black Faculty Staff & Student Association, Ethnic Studies Department,

and many more others who have helped make BHM a success thus far!! In March, we

were able supporting our local parents and K-12 students via the San Bernardino City

Unified School District, for Natural Hair Day. CSUSB Alum Lawrence Hardy, who works for

SBCUSD brought us together for a great event!

Our office also had the chance to collaborate with the Pan African Student Success

Center for their leadership event in March.

For those high school and transfer students who have been admitted to CSUSB, we

enjoyed a great connection with them and their families for Choose CSUSB day via our

event covering resources for African American students as well as our the visits to the Pan

African Student Success Center! That day and ongoing, we have been able to sign up

four students for our OBSS version of the CSUSB University Studies course that I will be

teaching.
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We look forward to celebrating our efforts at mentoring at CSUSB, as well as a local high

school graduation celebrations and our own CSUSB graduation celebration, especially

thanks our partnership with the National Black Grad and to the Black Faculty Staff and

Student Association, respectively!

Moreover, thanks to our Provost, Dr. Rafik Mohamed, we have partnered with the Black

Excellence Project, a consulting group lead by Professor Steven Cleveland out of CSU

East Bay. This effort has focused on empowering campuses in their work to promote

Black Student Success!!! Professor Cleveland has been and will continue connect with

people on campus who can talk about our successes!

There has been and will be so much more. I will share some events below to chronicle all

the great things that have gone on this past month and announce more to come.

Please enjoy all the pictures and events to come at CSUSB as well as a recent news

story from CSUSB, via Stories from the Pack, titled by clicking here to read about

“Empowering excellence: Office of Black Student Success breaks barriers and expands

support at CSUSB.”

The term, “pempasie” is represented below this not as an Adinkra symbol that means

bringing all the pieces together. As we are nearing the end of this school year, the first for

the OBSS, I am excited to see all the efforts to support Black students come together.

Thanks to the American Association of Black in Higher Education Conference for

reminding me of the power of West African Adinkra symbols to inspire our work.

Please remember to follow us on Instagram, Facebook, and our webpage.

Peace & Health

Brandon E. Gamble, Ed.D.

p.s. If you are interested in the Black History Month Committee for 2025-2026, we are
already meeting and planning for 2026!

school graduation celebrations and our own CSUSB graduation celebration, especially
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Black History Month Photos
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CSUSB BHM Photos
On the February 5th, OBSS had an open house and connected with several students, staff, and

faculty about our mentoring support services. Black history quotes, educational opportunities and

insights were shared, especially by CSUSB’s President, Dr. Tomas Morales!

Photos:

Top 1 - OBSS staff members posing with Yoties Up — L to R: Brandon Gamble, Ebenezer

Ezenwa, and Terri McCoy

2nd — OBSS staff members posing with BHM shirts and point to their back which states,

“CelebratingBlack History Month Every Month Every Day — L to R: Brandon Gamble, Ebenezer

Ezenwa, and Terri McCoy

3rd — Black Excellence Project Lead, Professor Steven Cleveland standing, Interviewing OBSS

student assistants who are sitting. — L to R: Mr. Steven Cleveland, Ms. Rita Thurnton (Senior),

MR. Tristian Gilliam (2nd Year), and Ms. Xandra Vaughn (Graduate Student)

4th — Rita Thurnton (Senior)
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5th — L to R: Dr. Edna Rodriguez (PDC), Docent from Palm Springs Museum, Mr. Anthony

Roberson (BFSSA), and Mr. Steven Cleveland (Faculty CSU Eastbay and Black Excellence

Project)

6th Row first picture on Left - L to R: Dr. Lorena Marquez (Co-Chair of BHM), Dr. Brandon Gamble

(Co-Chair of BHM), Dr. Aaron Brown (Ethnic Studies Faculty), Dr. Teresa Velaquez (Ethnic

Studies Chair) after Dr. Brown’s talk and film screening about the life of Audre Lorde

6th Row second picture on Right - L to R: Dr. Francisca Beer (Associate Dean), Mr. Alton Garrett

(CSUSB Alum), Dr. Brandon E. Gamble (OBSS Director), and Dr. Tomás Gomez Arias (Dean).
The Jack Brown College of Business hosted an event titled, “The Voice” to learn more about
the experiences of Black men who attend CSUSB. OBSS student assistants, alumni, and
staff all attended this invited event.
7th Row first picture on Left — OBSS student assistant, Mr. Jalonis Taylor introducing awardees

at the Pioneer Breakfast

7th Row second picture on Right — OBSS student assistant, Mr. Doni Baggett introducing

awardees at the Pioneer Breakfast

8th — Student scholarship recipients from the BFSSA at the Pioneer Breakfast

9th — OBSS staff, post Pioneer Breakfast at the Student Affairs office — L to R: Ebenezer

Ezenwa, Terri McCoy, & Brandon Gamble

Natural Hair Day by SBCUSD

Roberson (BFSSA), and Mr. Steven Cleveland (Faculty CSU Eastbay and Black Excellence
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Natural Hair Day at CSUSB, hosted by San Bernardino City Unified School District
Row 1 - Image of article about the event, with CSUSB staff giving the Yoties up hand
signs. For more on the article from CSUSB News click here.
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Row 2 on the left — Fashion hair designs by Ms. Roryanna Bowman, in her capacity
as an entrepreneur and fashionista.
Row 3 on the Right — Mr. Lawrence Hardy, SBCUSD in the middle joined by
members of the National Pan Hellenic Council who supported the event
For an recap video of the event, click here.

CSUSB Black Experience Stories
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Women’s History Month & Black Women at CSUSB!!!
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1st — Emeritus Professor of Theatre Arts, and BFSSA member, Ms. Katyrn Ervin was featured in

CSUSB News, yet again, as she should. The article talks about her teaching and approach to her work.

This was a feature for BHM. For more full article click here.

2nd — Dr. Donna J. Nichol has written a book about Dr. Claudia Hampton, the first Black woman to be a

trustee in the CSU system. One of our own OBSS student assistants, Ms. Shantelle Brown, a graduate

student in English Literature, introduced Dr. Nichol. For more about the event click here.

3rd — Ms. Erinea House, is studying Cyber Security at CSUSB! She was featured for women’s history

month via this article , click here to read. Also in this short and meaningful video, click here to watch.

4th — Olivia Fergusson is an OBSS student assistant, who is engaged with campus via ministries, her

own connections, and overall leadership. She was featured via CSUSB on Linked in. To read more about

Olivia, click this link.

April OBSS’ Collaborative and Sponsored Events, Black Bizarre (BSU),
Worship Experience (PASSC), & Black Mentors Matter Luncheon (OBSS)!

CSUSB News, yet again, as she should. The article talks about her teaching and approach to her work.
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RSVP for Black Mentors Matter Click Here

For more about any of these events please contact us at obss@csusb.edu

Black Graduation Celebrations at CSUSB!
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National Black Grad
This effort is hosted at the CSUSB campus and brings high school students who are graduating

all over the Inland Empire. Scholarships, resource fair and the graduation ceremony. Order tickets

for family early.

For more on about this event, please click here.

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

4/25/25, 2:41 PM Office of Black Student Success -- April/May 2025 Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/a3f5156212ca/office-of-black-student-success-september-2576682?e=afb429f6bd 21/23

https://nationalblackgrad.org/
http://eepurl.com/iYExTg
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ae7296edf921b2fe508e0c761&id=1a1cbb2d87
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=ae7296edf921b2fe508e0c761&id=1a1cbb2d87
javascript:;


32nd Annual Black Grad Recognition Ceremony 2025

Date: Saturday, May 10, 2025
Time: 2PM – 4PM
Location: SMSU North Conference Center, California State University, San Bernardino
Ceremony Co-Chairs: Cherica Bell and BFSSA Executive Board
Registration Deadline: Sunday, May 3, 2025
Contact: blackgrad@csusb.edu for more information
Details: Join us for the 32nd Annual CSUSB Black Graduation Recognition Ceremony with cultural
entertainment, a procession, a symbolic ceremony, and cultural sashing. This is a pre-
commencement celebration presented by the Black Faculty, Staff & Student Association (BFSSA)
to honor our Black graduates who have successfully completed an undergraduate or graduate
degree. It is an opportunity for you to be recognized for your accomplishments.
If you plan to participate in the ceremony, please click the registration link below and follow the
next steps. The Black Graduation Recognition Ceremony does not replace the University
Commencement Ceremony. Graduates are encouraged to attend both.
Click here to register to participate

Click here to learn more about the vent and BFSSA

To further support our Black Students, please consider making a contribution on our 
"Office of Black Student Success" website under the green Donation tab. You can

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

4/25/25, 2:41 PM Office of Black Student Success -- April/May 2025 Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/a3f5156212ca/office-of-black-student-success-september-2576682?e=afb429f6bd 22/23

https://tinyurl.com/2025-Black-Grad
https://www.csusb.edu/bfssa/events/black-grad-ceremony
http://eepurl.com/iYExTg
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ae7296edf921b2fe508e0c761&id=1a1cbb2d87
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=ae7296edf921b2fe508e0c761&id=1a1cbb2d87
javascript:;


then complete the form with your exact donation amount. Your donation, no matter
the size, will make a significant difference in advancing our initiatives and supporting
our students.

Donate

Copyright (C) CSUSB Office of Black Student Success All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:

CSUSB Office of Black Student Success

5500 University Parkway San Bernardino, CA 92407

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe
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