Welcome! ;BIENVENIDOS!

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

Welcome to the Latino Education and Advocacy Days Summit XIV 2025.

Our inaugural Latino Education and Advocacy Day in 2010 at Cal State

San Bernardino was a historical success in bringing needed attention and
discussion to critical issues in Chicano/Latino education. As a direct result,

the State of California had declared a statewide Week of Advocacy for Latino
Education. The highly-visible success of the annual LEAD Summit has opened
up the necessary groundwork and campaign for our extraordinary new future.

' Y""; “Netroots” is one way to describe our methods of awareness-raising,
education, promotion, advocacy, activism, analysis, discussion, critique, dissemination, and commitment to the
educational issues that impact Latinos. The word is a combination of “internet and grassroots” reflecting the
technological innovations, participatory democracy, and campaign-oriented activities that set our techniques apart
from other forms of education and advocacy.

Our 2025 tagline, “Telling Our Stories — Our Way, Our Voice,” invites us to honor the power of Latino narratives in
arts, media, and education while also expanding that invitation to all communities whose histories have been
marginalized or erased. The theme seeks to reclaim that space, putting Latino narratives at the center. These stories
reveal hardship, joy, and perseverance, offering both historical truth and emotional insight. When integrated into
education and media, they broaden worldviews, enrich learning, and motivate individuals—especially youth—by
showing what is possible.

TELLING OUR STORIES, OUR WAY, OUR VOICE: Reclaiming our histories does not erase the stories of others—it expands the truth.
LATINO REPRESENTATION IN THE ARTS, MEDIA, AND EDUCATION The charge of this Summitis clear:

« To interrogate and dismantle erasure.

« To weave missing histories into curricula, classrooms, and public discourse.

FRIDA I ’ « To affirm that inclusion and representation uplift us all, rather than compete for space.
Our traditions of storytelling—through poetry, murals, textiles, music, and more—are central to our shared cultural
OC I OB E R 3 ’ 2 02 5 tapestry. They have long shaped our civic imagination, and yet in education and media, these voices remain

underrepresented. “Telling Our Stories — Our Way, Our Voice”is a call to change that: to tell our truths, to listen
deeply, and to insist on representation that transforms identity, opportunity, and justice.

8 a. ° 2 p' ° Welcome to the LEAD Summit XIV at CSUSB. Together, let us reclaim, reimagine, and retell the stories that will shape
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2025 Honorary Chairs / Padrinos de Honor

José Feliciano

Musician, Singer, and Composer

José Feliciano is recognized as the first Latin Artist to
effectively cross over into the English music market, opening
the doors for other artists who now play an important role in
the American music industry. As importantly, Feliciano has
been acclaimed by critics around the world as “The greatest
living guitarist” Referred to as “The Picasso of his Realm,”
José Feliciano’s accomplishments are highly celebrated. He's
been awarded over forty-five Gold and Platinum records;

he has won nineteen Grammy nominations, earning nine
Grammy Awards, including the “LARAS Award for Lifetime
Achievement”

Born on September 10, 1945, in Lares, Puerto Rico to humble
beginnings, the legendary singer, songwriter, and guitarist’s
music bridges cultures and languages. One of 11 boys, blind
from birth due to congenital glaucoma, Feliciano moved with his family to New York City at the age of five. There, in the cultural
melting pot of the Bronx, he began his remarkable musical journey. He first experimented with sound using a tin cracker can and
later a concertina, teaching himself by listening to records. By age nine, he was already performing at the Teatro Puerto Rico.

Feliciano eventually taught himself to play guitar, practicing up to 14 hours a day, developing a unique style that blended Latin,
jazz, pop, soul, and rock elements. He began performing in Greenwich Village coffeehouses before expanding his performances
across the U.S. In 1963, he signed with RCA Victor and released his first single, “Everybody Do the Click,"in 1964.

His breakthrough came in the 1960s, when he rose to international fame with soulful, bilingual interpretations of popular songs.
His renditions of "California Dreamin™ and "Light My Fire" earned him widespread acclaim, and his original holiday classic “Feliz
Navidad” became a global Christmas staple. Over the years, Feliciano has released dozens of albums, won nine Grammy Awards,
and earned over forty-five Gold and Platinum records.

Beyond music, Feliciano is known for his advocacy and storytelling, as in his song “No Dogs Allowed,” which recounts being denied
entry into the U.K. with his guide dog. He has performed at prestigious venues like the Newport Jazz Festival and contributed to
film and television scores.

In his personal life, Feliciano has been married to Susan Omillian since 1982, with whom he has three children. He has been
honored with an honorary degree from Sacred Heart University and was knighted by the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre,
affirming both his cultural and humanitarian impact. José Feliciano’s musical career has been immortalized with a Star on
Hollywood'’s Walk of Fame while New York City honored him by re-naming Public School 155 in East Harlem, “The José Feliciano
Performing Arts School”

Guitar Player Magazine awarded him “Best Pop Guitarist,” placing him in their “Gallery of the Greats,”and he was voted both
“Best Jazz" and “Best Rock Guitarist” in the Playboy Magazine reader’s poll, as well. In 1996, José was selected to receive Billboard
Magazine's “Lifetime Achievement Award.”

Continuing to be constantly in demand, José has performed for and with some of the most important people on Earth. He's
enjoyed playing with many of the top symphonic orchestras including the London Symphony, the Los Angeles Philharmonic and
the Vienna Symphony Orchestra. He's appeared on major television shows worldwide; he has done a number of his own specials
and his music has been featured on television, in films and on the stage.

José Feliciano’s enduring legacy lies in his ability to connect people across borders through his heartfelt, transcendent music.
Today, the National Anthem is rarely sung in its strictly traditional form, ever since José’s extraordinary performance in Detroit.
In The Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York, you can actually listen to this historic moment when José first sang the
National Anthem and caught the world’s attention off-guard!
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2025 Honorary Chairs / Padrinos de Honor

Ignacio Gomez

Chicano Visual Artist and Muralist

Born in Boyle Heights, California in 1941, Ignacio Gomez has had a long and important
career as an artist and muralist. His vast collection of posters aiming towards the
youth in the community, to strive for the highest in education, have become a positive
enforcement to many.

Gomez had early success in 1978 with his painting of Edward James Olmos as the
character “El Pachuco”. This has since become his most famous poster which was used
to promote the Luis Valdez play “Zoot Suit’, the first Chicano play on Broadway which
debuted in 1979. The “Zoot Suit” image is now in the collection of the Smithsonian
American Art Museum.

The production’s poster—an image that not only captured the spirit of the play but
which has also become an iconic symbol of Chicano/Latino pride. According to Gomez,
that image would have turned out far less iconic had he not been willing to lay his own
money and reputation down on the line. Somebody at the Mark Taper Forum had seen a cover | did for New West Magazine and
called me and asked, ‘Are you Ignacio Gomez?'| said, ‘Yes.’Are you a Chicano?''Yes!’Have you heard of the play Zoot Suit?'‘Yes."We

m

want you to do the poster for the upcoming season,” says Gomez.“| said, ‘Great’ and | got all excited.”

“But then they said, ‘We can only pay you $300 and we can only afford two colors: yellow and black,” adds Gomez, with a laugh. ‘I
told them, ‘No, it's gotta be full color, even if | have to pay for it/ Imelda, my wife, who was nearby holding one of my kids, heard
me say that and her mouth dropped.”

Fortunately for art history, his offer spurred the Mark Taper into action. Not only were they able to renegotiate with their printer to
do full-color printing, but they also upped his pay to $500, and let Gomez retain the image’s copyright.

In a short autobiographical piece from 2002, Gomez talked about his early career doing technical illustrations, time in the Army

Reserves, and education at Los Angeles Technical College and Art Center College of Design in Pasadena.“My uncle and my older
brother were painters,” Gomez continued. “l was fortunate to have them as my art mentors. They showed me different murals of

Diego Rivera and paintings of El Greco from Spain, and Norman Rockwell art.”

Ignacio has worked on various motion picture posters and advertising campaigns. Some of which are now in corporate
collections.

In 2004, Ignacio designed, sculpted, and painted the Cesar E. Chavez Memorial for the City of San Fernando, California, honoring
the late Chicano labor leader and founder of the United Farm Workers. As he reflected, “l hope [the Chavez Memorial] has the same
impact on the new generations that Cesar had on us and that they learn about the struggles he fought for" That same year, he also
designed the Cesar E. Chavez' headstone in La Paz, Keene, California.

In 2012, President Barack Obama dedicated the gravesite and the Cesar E. Chavez Center into the Cesar E. Chavez National
Monument. In 2013, another Cesar E. Chavez Monument was designed and sculpted by Ignacio which was unveiled in city of
Riverside, California.

Gomez also designed the statues for Mendez Tribute Monument Park in Westminster, CA, which opened in 2022. The monument
commemorates the landmark Mendez v. Westminster civil rights case of 1947 about school segregation.

In 2023, Gomez's work was part of the Estampas de la Raza exhibition of Mexican and Latino art at the Delaware Art Museum.

Most recently, Ignacio sculpted a life-size figure of Cheech Marin (LEAD Summit 2020-22 Honorary Chair / Padrino de Honor) for
the Cheech Museum in Riverside California. Ignacio also has his work in the Lucas Museum, LACMA, and the Autry Museum.
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Past Honorary Chairs

2010 Inaugural LEAD Summit Madrina de Honor

Sylvia Mendez

Sylvia Mendez is the oldest
daughter of Gonzalo
Mendez, a Mexican
immigrant, and Felicitas
Mendez, a Puerto Rican,
who fought so she and

her brothers could have
equal education through
the case of Mendez et al

v. Westminster et al. Sylvia
continues with the legacy
left by her parents to
campaign for education.
Sylvia Mendez worked for
33 years as a nurse at the
USC Medical Center in Los
Angeles. Ms. Mendez spends her retirement traveling abroad
and speaking at universities, conferences and schools across
the nation. Her sole intent is to convey the importance of
obtaining an education by encouraging students to stay in
school.

2011 LEAD Summit Madrina de Honor

Judy Rodriguez Watson

Judy Rodriguez Watson,
co-president of the Seal
Beach-based Watson and
Associates Development
Corporation and ardent
supporter of education, is
the Honorary Chair of the
LEAD 2011summit.

Affectionately termed, “La
Madrina de Honor” of the
second annual conference,
Rodriguez Watson together
with her husband James
Watson, co-chaired
California State University, San Bernardino’s “Tools for
Education” fund-raising campaign in 2006. The effort raised
more than $3 million to equip the university’s College of
Education Building with technology labs, clinics, literacy
and assessment centers that will serve the students and
the Inland Empire community. In 2010, CSUSB named

its four-year-old public art program the Judy Rodriguez
Watson Public Art Project in honor of her passion and
financial support for placing art in open spaces at CSUSB,
the surrounding community and around the city of San
Bernardino.
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2011 Inaugural Feria Educativa Padrinos de Honor

Graciano & Trini Gomez t

Mr. and Mrs. Graciano (2017)
and Trini Gomezt graciously
accepted to serve as our
2011 Honorary Chairs for
the inaugural LEAD Feria
Educativa. They will be
affectionately known as our
event's “padrino y madrina
de honor”.

Married for more than 30
years, Graciano and Trini are
very well known, have deep
roots, and are highly active
in and across our regional communities. They place a high
value on education and socio-economic endeavors, and in
the collaboration of community groups working towards
mutual goals and objectives. They are most well known for
their hard work and commitment in having established the
Inland Empire Hispanic News.

Since the publication’s inception, Mrs. Trini Gomez has
played a vital role in the development and ongoing
operation of the newspaper, alongside Graciano, who served
as publisher and editor. Together they have made into reality
this dream of creating such an elemental resource for our
communities across the region.

summers at the University of Redlands, Stanford University,
UC Santa Barbara, UC Riverside and San Bernardino Valley
College. Garcia served on the board of the Rialto Unified

School District for nine years; later, an elementary school was

named in his honor. He received the Career Achievement
Award from the University of Redlands Alumni Association
and was recognized as one of “Forty Who Made a Difference”
by the UCR Alumni Association on the occasion of UCR’s
40th anniversary. He was named to the Alumni Hall of Fame
by San Bernardino Valley College and received the “El Fuego
Nuevo” award from the Association of Mexican-American
Educators, where he served as state president.

Past Honorary Chairs

2012 LEAD Summit Padrino de Honor

Dr. Ernest F. Garcia t

Ernie Garcia served as dean
of Cal State San Bernardino’s
College of Education for
more than a decade during
the 1980s. Garcia retired

in 1990 and lives in San
Bernardino, was named the
LEAD 2012 honorary chair,
or “el padrino de honor!"He
spent 36 years in education,
including 13 as a teacher
and an administrator in
K-12 schools and 23 years
in higher education that
included 11 years as the
dean of the CSUSB College
of Education, where he also served as a professor and chair
in the department of elementary education.

Garcia’s educational career also included serving as
an associate professor of elementary education at the
University of Redlands and teaching part time and during
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2013 LEAD Summit Madrina de Honor

Honorable Josie Gonzales

Josie Gonzales proudly
serves as Supervisor for San
Bernardino County’s 5th
District.

Supervisor Gonzales
continues to champion
issues important to our
communities, including
public safety, economic
development, improved
transportation, ending
chronic homelessness, and
environmental stewardship.
She addresses these key
issues through cooperative
efforts developed on federal, state and local levels.

In effort to improve the wellbeing of county families,
Supervisor Gonzales initiated a county wide Healthy
Communities campaign. To date, 16 cities and towns
throughout the county have adopted innovative Healthy
Cities programs that encourage residents to make healthy
lifestyle choices.

Prior to her service as a member of the Board, Supervisor
Gonzales served on the Fontana City Council, and the City’s
Planning Commission. The San Bernardino County native has
also owned and operated a successful small business in the
city of Fontana.

2014 LEAD Summit Padrino de Honor

Dr. Julian Nava t

Dr. Nava is a recognized
Latino leader and role
model in the United

States. The son of Mexican
immigrants, he was raised
in East L.A. and says even
through junior high, he
was still learning English

as Spanish was spoken at
home. He struggled in high
school and joined the Navy
as soon as he legally could at age 17 during World War I1.

After his service, he attended East Los Angeles Community
College before transferring to Pomona as a junior. He
graduated with a degree in history and then earned his
doctorate in Latin American history from Harvard University.

Nava was a civil rights activist during the height of the
Chicano Movement. He was the first Mexican-American to
be elected to the school board of the L.A. Unified School
District in 1967.

Today he is retired and lives San Diego County with his wife,
Patricia. He holds the title of professor emeritus of history at
CSUN. Nava lectures widely about multicultural education,
and serves on the board of directors of Encuentros, which
promotes education among young Hispanic males. In 2011,
a school was named for him.
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Past Honorary Chairs

2015 LEAD Summit Padrinos de Honor

Secretary Julian Castro

Julidn Castro was sworn in as
the 16th Secretary of the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development on July
28, 2014. In this role, Castro
oversaw 8,000 employees and
a budget of $46 billion, using a
performance-driven approach
to achieve the Department’s
mission of expanding
opportunity for all Americans

“Julidn is a proven leader, a

champion for safe, affordable
housing and strong, sustainable neighborhoods,” said
President Barack Obama after Castro’s confirmation. “I know
that together with the dedicated professionals at HUD, Julian
will help build on the progress we've made battling back
from the Great Recession - rebuilding our housing market,
reducing homelessness among veterans, and connecting
neighborhoods with good schools and good jobs that help
our citizens succeed.”

Before HUD, Castro served as Mayor of the City of San
Antonio. During his tenure, he became known as a national
leader in urban development. In 2010, the City launched the
“Decade of Downtown’, an initiative to spark investment in San
Antonio’s center city and older neighborhoods. This effort has
attracted $350 million in private sector investment, which will
produce more than 2400 housing units by the end of 2014.

Secretary Castro received a B.A. from Stanford University in
1996, and a J.D. from Harvard Law School in 2000. He and his
wife, Erica, have a daughter, Carina and a son, Cristian.

Dr. Ellen Riojas Clark

Ellen Riojas Clark, Professor
Emerita of Bilingual Education,
holds a Ph. D. in Curriculum and
Instruction from The University
of Texas at Austin. She received
a M. A.in Bicultural Bilingual
Studies from The University of
Texas at San Antonio and a B. A.
in Elementary Education and
Early Childhood Education from
Trinity University.

Dr. Clark served as the Educational Content Director for a
nationally acclaimed Scholastic Entertainment PBS children’s
cartoon series. This sixty-five episode program Maya and

Miguel is focused on promoting the value of a culturally
diverse society and bilingualism.

Dr. Clark has developed and presented many graduate
summer institutes that focused on Latino literature and
culture, multicultural education collaborative approaches,
curriculum development, cooperative learning and
restructuring schools for language minority students at UTSA
over the years. These have included the 1999, 2001, 2003
National Endowment for the Humanities summer institutes
Derrumbando Fronteras/ Breaking Boundaries: the Inclusion
of Mexican American and Latino Literature and Culture in the
Classroom for which she received major NEH funding. Other
signature events that she has co-chaired were: the University
Conference on Multiculturalism in the United States:
Multiculturalism and Democracy: Strategic Alternatives that
brought speakers such as Carlos Cortes, Arthur Schlesinger,
Jr, Cornel West, and Jorge Klor de Alva and Luz: Education
through Art - Orlando AB. This event included an art exhibit,
workshops, and student programs structured in collaboration
with the Columbian artist,Orlando Botero, traveled nationally
and internationally.

Vicki Carr

A legendary star of the

stage and screen Vikki Carr
has captivated audiences
nationally and abroad for over
50 years with her melodic
voice and presence. She is one
of the best loved and most
accomplished entertainers

in the United States, Latin
America and Europe. In

her illustrious career she

has garnered four Grammy Awards including a Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Recording Academy and has
released over 60 best selling recordings. She has performed
for the Queen of England, five United States Presidents,
wartime soldiers in Vietnam and sold out audiences around
the world. She has worked in radio, television, film and
theater. Her music embraces four languages and she is among
the first artists to bridge the cultures of the United States and
Latin America, paving the way for many performers today.

Vikki Carr has received many prestigious awards

throughout her career. In addition to the 2008 Grammy
Lifetime Achievement Award, these honors include the

2011 Medallion of Excellence given by the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus Institute, 2009 Vietnam Veterans President’s
Award, 2005 National Hispanic Media Coalition Impact
Lifetime Achievement Award, 2003 Latino Spirit Award,
2003 Tito Guizar Award, 2002 Trefoil Award, 2000 Inductee,
Latino Legends Hall of Fame, 1998 Imagen Foundation
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Past Honorary Chairs

“Humanitarian Award, 1996 Hispanic Heritage Award, 1991
Girl Scouts of America Trefoil Award, 1990 City of Hope's
Founder of Hope Award, 1988 Nosotros Golden Eagle
Award, 1984 Hispanic Woman of the Year, 1981 Star on
the Hollywood Walk of Fame, 1974 Doctorate in Law from
San Diego University and Doctorate in Fine Arts from St.

Edwards University, 1972 American Guild of Variety Artist’s

“Entertainer of the Year’, and the Los Angeles Times' highly
respected “Woman of the Year” for 1970. She has earned the
career achievement award of the Association of Hispanic
Critics, Chicago’s Ovation Award and the YWCA Silver
Achievement Award.

2015 Feria Educativa Padrinos de Honor

Lilian Esther Hernandez

Ms. Lilian Esther Hernandez is
the Executive Director for PIQE’s
regional offices in Riverside/

San Bernardino and San Gabriel
Valley. She is responsible for the
programs day to day operations,
program development, quality
control and the fiscal budget

for the offices. In addition, Ms.
Hernandez is responsible for
establishing and maintaining
working relationships with local
university presidents, community
leaders, school superintendents,
principals, and other school representatives. Ms. Hernandez
was instrumental in successfully leading and sustaining the
two regional offices for the past nine years. She was essential
in expanding PIQE’s programs in the counties of Riverside,
San Bernardino and a portion of Los Angeles. She was
responsible for making sure we served multiple communi-
ties by offering PIQE’s programs in multiple languages. She
joined PIQE in 1999 as a Facilitator, and then, as an Associate
Director before being promoted to Executive Director.

Ms. Hernandez was born and raised in Puerto Cortes,
Honduras. She immigrated to the United States in 1982. She
and her husband are pastors in Amistad Cristiana Church of
Assemblies of God in the city of Upland. She has tremendous
passion for helping others and through her involvement

she has participated in numerous conventions empowering
women to overcome obstacles. She is a gifted speaker being
invited to lead workshops in Mexico, Cuba, Honduras, and El
Salvador. In addition, she enjoys volunteering in orphanages
and helping children in need. She is a proud mother of two
grown children: Caleb and Joshua Hernandez.

Jorge B. Haynes

Jorge B. Haynes was Senior
Director of External Relations for
the California State University
Office of the Chancellor. He
was responsible for outreach

to all California State University
constituent groups and serves
as the primary liaison between
the Chancellor’s Office and
underrepresented communities
in California and nationally.

Haynes coordinated the CSU's out-of-the-box initiatives,
which have been nationally recognized and replicated

in other states. The CSU’s partnerships with African
American churches, Latino organizations, Asian Pacific
Islander representatives and Native American communities
have created new pathways to underscore the need for
academic preparation leading to a university education for
traditionally underrepresented communities.

Prior to joining the Chancellor’s Office in 2001, Haynes
worked in the capital cities of California, Florida, Texas and
Washington, D.C. While in California, he worked in the
Department of Finance, the Public Employment Relations
Board, the California Department of Transportation
(CalTrans) and the California State Assembly where he
was the first Latino hired as a consultant to the Assembly
Education Committee. Haynes is an Air Force Vietnam
veteran and is active with the American Legion, the G.I.
Forum, the League of United Latin American Citizens
(LULAC), the Hispanic Association of Colleges & Universities
(HACU) and the Hispanic Chambers of Commerce. He
received his BA in government from CSU Sacramento in
1972.
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Past Honorary Chairs

2016 LEAD Summit Padrino de Honor

Fr. Patrick S. Guillen (12019), Chicano Priest & Co-Founder
of Libreria Del Pueblo

Patricio Guillen Santoyo was
born in 1929 in Bellflower,
California, and the eighth
child of ten born to Patricio
Guillen Zendejas from
Michoacan and Juana
Santoya Castorena from
Aguascalientes, Mexico. Both
of his parents immigrated to
the United States at the turn
of the 20th Century.

Just 8 months after he was born, the Great Depression of
1929 shook the economy and his family soon lost both their
dry farm and family home in Bellflower. To make matters
worse the Long Beach earthquake of 1932 hit the area badly
and they spent several days living outdoors until the after-
shocks lessened in intensity and finally stopped completely.

From 1932 on, his family became one of the thousands of
migrant Mexican American farm working families barely
earning enough for food and lodging. As the Depression
intensified, 4 of his siblings and 15 of his cousins all began to
die in their teen years due to the great Tuberculosis Epidemic
that struck with deadly force.

Patricio graduated from Chino High School in 1948, attended
both La Verne College and Immaculate Heart Major Seminary
and graduated in 1957 with his Bachelor’s degree. He was
ordained a Roman Catholic Priest on March 19, 1957 (Diocese
of San Diego, CA).

Fr. Guillen recounts in his written essay “THE JOURNEY OF A
CHICANO PRIEST” (2011) that he began his priestly, pastoral
ministry right after his ordination in St. Joseph’s Cathedral,
and as he lay flat on the floor of the Sanctuary during the
chanting of the litany of the Saints he “offered his life to God
in the service of His People!” Little did he know then what lay
ahead in his five-year priestly ministry as an associate pastor,
two years as a catholic Chaplain of Narcotic Rehabilitation
Center, and three years of Post Graduate Studies, Diocesan
Ministries and Pastor of four different parishes.

2017 LEAD Summit Padrinos de Honor

Frank and Eloise Reyes

Assemblymember
Eloise Gomez Reyes
was born and raised

in Colton, attended
Colton High School and
San Bernardino Valley
College, eventually
transferring to USC. She
worked up to three jobs
while she worked her
way through college.
She received her law
degree from Loyola Law
School and not long after, became the first Latina to open her
own law office in the Inland Empire.

Since becoming our newest Assemblymember, Eloise

was appointed Chair of the Assembly Legislative Ethics
Committee and was also appointed to the Special Committee
on the Confirmation of Xavier Becerra as Attorney General.
Additionally, she has been appointed to various important
Committees: Appropriations, Judiciary, Labor, Privacy and
Utilities and Energy.

Eloise’s passion and commitment to the community will
bring resources and opportunities to San Bernardino county.
She will continue to be a leader —fighting alongside those
who seek a better community and a better world.

College Trustee Frank G. Reyes was elected to the San
Bernardino Community College District Board of Trustees,
Area 1 in the most recent election. Frank has been an
advocate for higher education and will continue to expand
opportunities for our students.

Recognizing the importance of education, Frank shares, “A
quality education is the best gift we can give our students
and they all deserve the opportunity to learn in a safe and
stimulating environment.”
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2018 LEAD Summit Madrinas de Honor

Gloria Harrison and Marta Brown t

Gloria Macias Harrison
and Marta Macias
Brownt (sisters),

are San Bernardino
natives (both graduates
of SB High School), civic
advocates, and lifelong
activists who among
many achievements
and decades'work in
community rights,
education and politics;
are credited for

helping create and grow the “El Chicano” newspaper. It was
founded in 1968 under the auspices of the University of
California, Riverside, by a group of community leaders from
San Bernardino and Riverside counties.

Marta was one of two first editors of the volunteer-driven
paper which served as a voice and educational platform for
the Chicano community. Articles focused on social justice,
civil rights, school integration and other issues. It became
part of the Chicano Press Association, an organization of
like newspapers and newsletters around the country, and
served as an organizing tool for voter registration, rallies,
meetings and political campaigns.

Gloria and her husband, Bill Harrison, were active in the
Progressive Action League advocating for equal access to
education, housing, and employment opportunities. In
1969, “El Chicano” came under independent ownership with
Marta as editor, Gloria as publisher, and Bill as its business
manager.

Next year (2018), “El Chicano’, which publishes weekly
along with nine other community weeklies that make up
the family publishing business, Inland Empire Community
Newspapers, will turn 50, and is already the longest-
running Chicano-owned and -operated publication in state
history!ll

Gloria Macias Harrison served as President of Crafton Hills
College for 12 years and as Vice President of Instruction for
six. She taught for 20 years at San Bernardino Valley College
and was Dean of Humanities for three. She retired in 2011
and was elected to the San Bernardino Community College
Board of Trustees in 2012.

Marta Macias Brown was also a founding member of

the first United Mexican American Student chapter, a
precursor to the Movimiento Estudiantil Chican@ de Aztlan,
or MEChA, at California State University, San Bernardino.
MEChA, which sought Chicano empowerment and unity
through political action, sprang from the civil rights and
Chicano Movement sweeping through Southern California
and elsewhere around the country during the 1960s.

The Macias sisters are recipients of many local, state and
national awards, including an NAACP award for their
contributions to the community through “El Chicano”
newspaper. Both have served as governor appointees on
California commissions and remain advocates for social
justice, equity and equality in education, the arts, women'’s
rights, and energy and conservation issues.
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Past Honorary Chairs

2019 LEAD Summit Padrino de Honor

Dr. José Angel Gutiérrez

Dr. Gutiérrez, along with
Cesar Chavez, Reies Lépez
Tijerina, and Corky Gonzales,
stands out as among

the most important and
influential leaders of the
Chicano movement of the
late 1960s and early 1970s.

He was a founding member
of the Mexican American
Youth Organization (MAYO)
in 1967, one of the first
student activist groups of
the Chicano movement; and
founding member and past
president of the political
third-party La Raza Unida Party, which left its mark on the
political scene, challenging Democratic and Republican
parties alike to court the ignored Mexican American and
Latino voter.

José Angel was one of many activists working to change
public education on a local level in the 1960s and 70s. Born in
Crystal City, Texas, and educated in local schools, Gutiérrez
mobilized the community to demand equal treatment

for Chicano students. He was lead organizer of the Winter
Garden Project, the project that which led to the now
famous walkout of 1969.

Dr. Gutiérrez has been organizer, founder and co-founder

of several other organizations such as the Mexican

American Unity Council (MAUC), Ciudadanos Unidos,
Obreros Unidos Independientes, Becas Para Aztlan, Oregon
Council for Hispanic Advancement, Northwest Voter
Registration and Education Project, and Grupo de Apoyo para
Immigrantes Latin Americanos (GAILA).

He has been the subject of many articles and film
documentaries, including the PBS video series, CHICANO!
The Mexican American Struggle for Civil Rights, and is
mentioned in many Chicano history and political science
books. He was also featured as an “Innovator”in the

PBS documentary series - School: the Story of American
Public Education. More recently Dr. Gutiérrez was featured in
a segment of:“Prejudice and Pride: the Chicano Movement’,
which was part of the PBS series - “Latino Americans.”

We just received the news that José Angel Gutiérrez is the
recipient of the prestigious 2019 Hispanic Hero Award. For
those not familiar with his contributions, here’s the video
produced and published by the United States Hispanic
Leadership Institute. Watch José Angel Gutiérrez 2019 Hero
Award on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rx

sOif-Blk&feature=youtu.be.

2019 LEAD Summit Madrina de Honor

Mrs. Concepcion “Concha” Rivera

Concha Rivera was born
and raised in Mexico. She
and her family emigrated to
the United States at the age
of 20. She attended public
schools in Mexico. She holds
degrees in interior design,
and AA in business, and

an AA in fundraising from
Loyola University.

At age 22, she married
Tomas Rivera and had three
children. After her husband’s
death, Concha was acting
director of the California
Museum of Photography, and was responsible for moving the
museum from the university campus to downtown Riverside.
She continued with the museum for 12 years as Director

of Development. She has served in numerous boards, such

as the Riverside Art Museum, The Riverside Community
Foundation, is the founder of the Tomas Rivera conference,
and the founder of Primavera in the Gardens at UCR.

Concha serves on the UCR Foundation Board of Trustees

and was also selected as the 2019 Woman of the Year by
Assembly member Jose Media, 61st Assembly District. She
enjoys traveling, having visited 63 countries (and continues
to travell), and enjoys ballroom dancing, reading, and playing
tennis.

Her late husband Tomas Rivera was a Chicano author, poet,
and educator. From 1979 until his death in 1984, he was

the chancellor of the University of California, Riverside, the
first Latino and minority to hold such a position within the
University of California system.Concha continues with the
legacy left by her husband to campaign for education. Watch
this Deeply Rooted YouTube video:
https://youtu.be/po1rEo9IWfo.

advocate. In the mid-1980s, he began eveloping what is now
arguably the finest private collection of Chicano art. Much of
2022 LEAD Summit Padrino de Honor
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Cheech Marin

Best known as one half of
the hilariously irreverent,
satirical, counter-culture,
no-holds-barred duo Cheech
and Chong (now on tour),
Cheech Marin is a paradox in
the world of entertainment.
Cheech is an actor, director,
it formed the core of his
inaugural exhibition Chicano
Visions: American Painters
on the Verge, which broke
attendance records during its
groundbreaking 15-city tour
during 2001-2007 to major
art museums across the
United States. He states, “Chicano art is American art. My goal is
to bring the term ‘Chicano’ to the forefront of the art world.”

Following the success of Chicano Visions, over a dozen
additional exhibitions drawn from the Cheech Marin
Collection have toured more than 50 major art museums
across the United States and in Europe under the direction

of Melissa Richardson Banks. In addition, art books have

been independently published to accompany many of these
exhibitions, including Papel Chicano: Works on Paper from the
Collection of Cheech Marin, Chicanitas: Small Paintings from
the Cheech Marin Collection, and Papel Chicano Dos: Works
on Paper from the Collection of Cheech Marin. Artwork from
his collection inspires his work in other ways. For example, the
bottle design of Tres Papalote Mezcal, for which Cheech serves
as the brand ambassador, was inspired by the contemporary
glass sculptures and other works of Einar and Jamex de la Torre,
two brothers who are represented his collection.

Furthering his goal to introduce Chicano art to a wider
audience, Marin has entered into a partnership with the City
of Riverside and Riverside Art Museum to create the national
Cheech Marin Center for Chicano Art, Culture, and Industry
(aka“The Cheech”). Slated to open in 2021, The Cheech will
become the permanent home for his more than 700 works of
Chicano art, including paintings, sculptures, and photography;
collectively, the most renowned Chicano art collection in the
United States.

Cheech is a nationally ranked golfer, active in the charity circuit.
Married to Russian-born classical pianist Natasha Marin, the
couple resides in Pacific Palisades, California.
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Emilio Rivera

Emilio was born in San
Antonio, Texas as the oldest
child of seven siblings (four
brothers and three sisters),
and as a young boy his family
moved to California. He is
very familiar with our Theme
as having grown up in a gang
family from Frogtown (an
impoverished neighborhood
of Los Angeles, Elysian Valley).
Upon matriculating from high
school in 1979 as still a youth,
Emilio enlisted in the US Army.
But after which Emilio set out
on a path of self-destruction
and recklessness. He was associated with street gangs, took
drugs, and drank. He lived this life for years, then as he said,
acting saved his life. He went into rehab and began studying
acting, and although he wasn’t ready for Hollywood yet,

Emilio launched his acting career as a stage actor. He first
started honing his craft and improv skills on comedy club
stages, but found discipline and true passion through the art
of acting. Underneath his exterior, Emilio's passion for acting
thrived and after much soul searching he decided to take

his biggest risk and pursue professional acting. The training,
discipline and extensive hours of studying changed Emilio's
life forever. Those around him were amazed at the radical yet
positive change in Emilio and realized he had found his true
passion in life. In between his time studying Emilio worked as a
mechanical engineer.

He discovered that turning your life around is the key to
making dreams come true. His acting credentials have allowed
him to top the list of successful Latino actors. With nearly 150
acting credits to his name, he is known for his authenticity and
presence on screen, especially while depicting criminals and
law enforcement officers. Emilio gained international fame for
his portrayal of Marcus Alvarez (Leader of the Mayans Oakland
charter) in the FX original crime-drama series Sons of Anarchy
and its spin-off, Mayans M.C. Noticeably, the fictional character
of Marcus Alvarez is called "El Padrino" by his fellow Mayans, a
title of immense respect, and a title that will now be bestowed
upon Mr. Rivera in real-life by our LEAD Projects, as an example
of life imitating art.

1
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2023 LEAD Summit Madrina de Honor

Dolores Huerta

Dolores Huerta is one of the most influential Chicana/Latinas
of the 20th century for

her work as a community
organizer, labor activist, civil
rights leader, and advocate
for social, economic, and
environmental justice.
Dolores Clara Fernandez
Huerta (born April 10, 1930)
is an American labor leader
and civil rights activist

who, with Cesar Chavez, is
a co-founder of the United
Farmworkers Association,
which later merged with
the Agricultural Workers
Organizing Committee

to become the United Farm Workers (UFW). Huerta is the
originator of the phrase "Si, se puede". Huerta's community
activism began when she was a student at Stockton High
School. Huerta was active in numerous school clubs and

was a majorette and dedicated member of the Girl Scouts
until the age of 18. A schoolteacher accused her of stealing
another student's work and, as a result, giving her an unfair
grade, an act she considers to be rooted in racial bias. Having
experienced marginalization during childhood because

she was Hispanic, Huerta grew up with the belief that
society needed to be changed. She attended college at the
University of the Pacific's Stockton College (later to become
San Joaquin Delta Community College), where she earned a
provisional teaching credential. After teaching elementary
school, Huerta left her job and began her lifelong crusade to
correct economic injustice. In 1955, Huerta along with Fred
Ross co-founded and organized the Stockton Chapter of the
Community Service Organization (CSO), which fought for
economic improvements for Latino/Mexican/Chicano migrant
Farm workers. Due to her dedication and willingness to serve,
Ross often delegated huge responsibilities to her. He knew
she was capable of delivering the organization's message in
Spanish and English and promoted the agenda from door to
door field organizing. "As she assumed responsibilities and
stance that were traditionally held by white males, Huerta
encountered criticism based on both gender and ethnic
stereotypes”. In 1960, Huerta co-founded the Agricultural
Workers Association, which set up voter registration drives
and pressed local governments for barrio improvements. In
1962, she co-founded, with César Chavez, the National Farm
Workers Association, which would later become the United
Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee. Huerta was the
only woman to ever sit on the board of the UFW, until 2018.
As an advocate for farmworkers' rights, Huerta has been
arrested twenty-two times for participating in non-violent
civil disobedience activities and strikes. She remains active

Past Honorary Chairs

in progressive causes, and serves on the boards of People for
the American Way, Consumer Federation of California, and
Feminist Majority Foundation.

On June 5, 1968, Huerta stood beside Robert F. Kennedy

on the speaker's platform at the Ambassador Hotel in Los
Angeles as he delivered a victory statement to his political
supporters shortly after winning the California Democratic
presidential primary election. Only moments after the
candidate finished his speech, Kennedy and five other people
were wounded by gunfire inside the hotel's kitchen pantry.
Kennedy died from his gunshot wounds on June 6. Huerta

is very familiar with our Theme. In September 1988, in front
of the St. Francis Hotel in Union Square, Huerta was severely
beaten by San Francisco Police officer Frank Achim during a
peaceful and lawful protest of the policies/platform of then-
candidate for president George H. W. Bush. The baton-beating
caused significant internal injuries to her torso, resulting in
several broken ribs and requiring the removal of her spleen
in emergency surgery. The beating was caught on videotape
and broadcast widely on local television news. Later, Huerta
won a large judgment against the SFPD and the City of San
Francisco for the attack, the proceeds of which she used for
the benefit of farm workers. As a result of this assault and

the suit, the SFPD was pressured to change its crowd control
policies and its process of officer discipline. Following a
lengthy recovery, Huerta took a leave of absence from the
union to focus on women's rights. Huerta is president of the
Dolores Huerta Foundation, which she founded in 2002. It is
a 501(c)(3) "community benefit organization that organizes
at the grassroots level, engaging and developing natural
leaders. DHF creates leadership opportunities for community
organizing, leadership development, civic engagement,

and policy advocacy in the following priority areas: health &
environment, education & youth development, and economic
development.”’
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Pepe Serna

Pepe Serna is your favorite
actor, and you didn't even
know it. Did you grow up in
the 1970s, '80s, or '90s? Are
you a millennial or a Gen
X? Doesn’t matter. When
you went to the movies or
turned on the TV, he was
right there in front of you.
No, not the star. The guy to
his or her left. The one who
makes the scene work and
the star shine.

As one of the longest
working character actors
in Hollywood, Pepe Serna has inspired and paved the way
for generations of Latino actors by defying stereotypes and
fighting for representation in an industry that continues to
largely ignore the Latino community.

Pepe Serna is a versatile American actor, artist, and
motivational speaker, born on July 23, 1944, in Corpus Christi,
Texas. With a career spanning over five decades, Serna has
appeared in more than 100 films and 300 television shows.
He is perhaps best known for his role as Angel Fernandez in
the iconic film "Scarface" (1983), where his character met a
gruesome end in a memorable scene.

Serna's early career included roles in films like "The

Student Nurses" (1970) and "The New Centurions" (1972).

He has also played significant roles in movies such as
"Silverado" (1985), "The Rookie" (1990), and "American
Me" (1992). His television credits are extensive, featuring
appearances in shows like "The Rockford Files," "Knight
Rider," and "American Playhouse."

More than an actor, Serna is also known for his work as
an artist and a motivational speaker. He has conducted
workshops and given keynote speeches, emphasizing
the power of self-expression and cultural heritage. His
documentary, "Pepe Serna: Life is Art," highlights his
contributions to Hollywood and the representation

of Latino actors in the industry. This documentary is
available on streaming platforms like Amazon and Apple
TV.

In addition to his film and television work, Serna has
been active in theater and voice acting, showcasing
his wide-ranging talents and enduring presence in the
entertainment industry.

Now, in his 80s, Serna is determined to help solve
Hollywood’s representation problem by empowering
students in under-resourced communities to become
the next generation of storytellers. “We're so much more
than anybody gives us credit for,” he said. “We're good at
anything and everything. And that’s why it's important
that | reach as many students as | can in my workshops.”

For more detailed information, you can visit his official
website.

« Prime Video: Pepe Serna Life is Art:
https://www.primevideo.com/detail/Pepe-Serna-Life-is-
Art/0LM96I0P2DNM5JIRTHZZHOETIT

« AppleTV: Pepe Serna Life is Art:
https://tv.apple.com/us/movie/pepe-serna-life-is-art/
umc.cmc.6uekgvdenc7f8xhgw9mtftay7?playableld=tvs.
sbd.9001%3A1727366909

Book: Pepe Serna Life is Art
https://www.pepeserna.net/product/life-is-art

PS: Pepe encourages everyone to also go to YouTube and
watch, Raices De Sangre, he says is “The Greatest Chicano
and Mexican Movie ever made, shot in 1977
https://youtu.be/70zd2QaNUEQ
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Program At A Glance Program Detail
Friday, October 32025 Santos Manuel Student Union Events Center - South L I : AD S l ' M M Il I 1 } ( I ‘ ’

Santos Manuel Student Union - South, CSUSB

"Telling Our Stories - Our Way, Our Voice: Latino Representation in the Arts, Media, and Education”

8:00 AM: Check-In / DJ Music / Web Cast Live Interviews

Jeannette Sandoval Alejandro Ramos-Barajas Saludo Artistico - Dee Jay MJ
FRIDAY) OCTOBER 3 + Red Carpet Interviews - Jeannette Sandoval & Alejandro Ramos-Barajas
TELL,NG OUR STORIES, OUR WAY, OUR VOICE: + Entertainment/ Saludo Artistico - Dee Jay MJ

LATINO REPRESENTATION IN THE ARTS, MEDIA, AND EDUCATION

8:45 AM: Opening Ceremony

8:00 AM: Check-In / DJ Music/
Web Cast Live Interviews
11:15 AM: Dr. Tomas Rivera Featured Panel -

8:45 AM: Opening Ceremony “La Palabra as Power: Spoken Word,
Musica, Poetry, Literature, and the Politics
9:00 AM: Procession / Performance - of Voice”
"Raices y Resistencia: Storytelling as Legacy L -
and Liberation" 12:00 PM: Lunch Break / Networking & Vendor / ! A i ' " [ W
Exhibits Fair
9:15 AM: Welcome Remarks / Bienvenida Air Force Junior ROTC Master Sergeant Eddie Caro (Ret.) José Feliciano Very Rev. Msgr. Gerard M. Lopez
12:45 PM: Afternoon Featured Speaker - “The Golden West Covina HS 2025 LEAD Padrino de Honor
9:45 AM: Morning Featured Speaker - Age of Rock & Roll: Celebrando the - Land Acknowledgement
“The Afro-Latino Foundations of West Coast Eastside Sound and Beyond” . Color Guard Presentation - Air Force Junior ROTC, West Covina HS
Hip Hop”

Pled f Allegi - Master S t Eddie C Ret.
1:15 PM: Capstone Presentation —“Telling Our Stories edge ot Allegiance - Waster sergean te Caro (Ret.)

10:15 AM: Break / Networking & Vendor / . Our Way, Our Voice” - U.S. National Anthem - José Feliciano, 2025 LEAD Padrino de Honor (archival video 10/7/68: Game 5 of the World
Exhibits Fair Series between the Cardinals and Tigers)
2:00 PM: Concluding Remarks & Acknowledgements - Invocation - Very Rev. Msgr. Gerard M. Lopez, STL, Vicar General, Diocese of San Bernardino
10:30 AM: Panel - “Curriculum Justice: Centering / Despedida

Latino Voices in Education”
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9:00 AM: Procession / Performance - " Raices y Resistencia: Storytelling as Legacy and Liberation"

Makuill Ollin Ocelotl, Aztec Bel Hernandez Enrique Castillo, 2025 Annual
Dance Calpulli César E. Chavez Memorial
Padrinos de Honor

Chaparrén Norteio

« Intercessors: Makuill Ollin Ocelotl, Aztec Dance Calpulli
- Grand Marshals: Bel Hernandez and Enrique Castillo, 2025 Annual César E. Chdvez Memorial Padrinos de Honor

+ Music: Chaparrén Nortefio

9:15 AM: Welcome Remarks / Bienvenida

Dr. Tomas D. Morales Dr. Chinaka S. Ignacio Gomez José Feliciano
DomNwachukwu

- Dr.Tomas D. Morales (video remarks), President, California State University, San Bernardino

+ Dr. Chinaka S. DomNwachukwu, Dean, James R. Watson and Judy Rodriguez Watson College of Education,
California State University, San Bernardino

- Ignacio Gomez, Chicano Visual Artist and Muralist, and LEAD XIV Padrino de Honor

+ José Feliciano, Guitarist, Singer, and Composer, and LEAD XIV Padrino de Honor (video remarks)
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9:45 AM: Morning Featured Speaker - “The Afro-Latino Foundations of West Coast Hip Hop”

+ Introduction/Moderator: Chief John Guttierez,
Campus Police Department, CSUSB, and holds long career in
education-based policing

« Featured Speaker: Rapper-Producer Henry “Hen-Gee” Garcia:
Pioneer, Innovator, Founding Architect, and Unofficial
Cultural "Mayor" of West Coast Hip Hop; also Founding Member of
The Latin Froz, instrumental in creating space for bilingual lyricism
and Afro-Latino identity within a predominantly lighter-skinned
hip-hop landscape

Chief John Guttierez

Henry “Hen-Gee” Garcia

There is a less widely told—but absolutely essential—story in the history of West Coast hip hop: the role of Latino artists in
shaping the culture, with a focus on brothers Henry “Hen-Gee” Garcia and Eric "Evil E" Garcia, pioneering DJs and MCs of Honduran
Garifuna heritage.

When we talk about the origins of West Coast hip hop, the conversation often centers on household names like Ice-T, N.W.A, and
the gangsta rap movement that exploded out of South Central Los Angeles in the late 1980s. But what often gets left out of that
narrative is how deeply Latino communities—especially Afro-Latinos—were intertwined from the very beginning in building and
defining hip hop culture on the West Coast.

Hip hop didn't arrive in Los Angeles as a fully formed East Coast product. It evolved in parallel, through party crews, breakdancing
circles, graffiti writers, and street-corner poets. It was shaped by the shared realities of Black and Brown youth living in
neighborhoods marked by poverty, over-policing, systemic neglect, but also rich cultural pride and resilience. These youth took
hip hop’s building blocks—MCing, DJing, breaking, and graffiti—and remixed them through their own lens, giving birth to a
distinctly West Coast sound and style.

This is where Hen-Gee and Evil E Garcia enter the story. Born and raised in Brooklyn, New York, and migrating to the Los Angeles
area as teenagers, Hen-Gee and Evil E brought with him the sensibilities of East Coast street culture and combined them with the
rapidly evolving scene in LA. As Afro-Latinos of Garifuna descent—a culture rooted in African and Indigenous traditions from the
Atlantic coast of Central America—they embodied a layered identity that reflected the multicultural reality of West Coast life. Their
Afro-Latino background placed them at a unique cultural crossroads, and that intersection became central to their artistic voice.

Hen-Gee rose to prominence as part of Rhyme Syndicate, the influential hip hop collective founded by Ice-T. His older brother, Eric
“Evil E” Garcia, served as Ice-T's official DJ. The two brothers would later form their own duo, Hen-Gee & Evil E, releasing the album
Brothers in 1991. But their work began long before that record dropped. As early as the mid-1980s, they were active performers,
touring and recording with Ice-T, and bringing East Coast hip hop’s technical sophistication to West Coast stages—scratching,
lyricism, cadence, and battle-ready energy.

Hen-Gee and Evil E were not simply background figures. They were central to the cultural exchange between coasts. They helped
introduce and adapt East Coast hip hop practices—particularly DJ techniques and lyrical complexity—into the growing LA scene.
Their presence helped establish an early template for what would later become West Coast hip hop—before it had a name, a
sound, or a national spotlight. And crucially, they did this years before Cypress Hill, Kid Frost, Mellow Man Ace, or A Lighter Shade
of Brown reached mainstream visibility.

This timing is significant. While artists like Kid Frost would go on to define Chicano rap with hits like “La Raza”in 1990, and Mellow
Man Ace would introduce Spanglish flows with “Mentirosa” in 1989, Hen-Gee and Evil E were already touring internationally,
performing at sold-out shows, and recording with one of the pioneers of gangsta rap. Their visibility in the early 1980s helped
legitimize and normalize Latino and Afro-Latino participation in hip hop culture—at a time when those identities were often
rendered invisible.

Importantly, Hen-Gee's and Evil E's Garifuna background adds a vital and often overlooked dimension to this narrative. Afro-
Latinos have historically been marginalized in both Black and Latino cultural spaces, often erased from both canons. The Garcia
brothers challenge that erasure. Their presence reminds us that identity in hip hop has never been binary—that the culture has
always been shaped by hybridity, migration, and intersectionality. Their story shows us that Afro-Latino voices were not additions
to hip hop—they were there at the foundation.
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In revisiting their contributions, we revisit a broader truth: West Coast hip hop was never a monolith. It was born out of
coalitions—across languages, neighborhoods, racial lines, and lived experiences. It fused the boom-bap of New York with the funk
of LA, the language of the streets with barrio slang, the sounds of soul with the pulse of lowrider culture.

To understand hip hop in Southern California and the West Coast is to understand a shared creation between Black and Brown
youth, and their story is not an exception to that rule—it is the rule. Their legacy stands as a testament to Afro-Latino innovation in
hip hop, and as a bridge between communities that are too often siloed in our historical narratives.

So today, as we continue to reexamine and expand the canon of hip hop history, let us remember Henry “Hen-Gee" and Eric "Evil
E" Garcia not just as a backup to Ice-T or a regional footnote, but as foundational figures—cultural translators, and symbol of hip
hop’s true multicultural origins on the West Coast.

10:15 AM: Break / Networking & Vendor / Exhibits Fair
+ Red Carpet Interviews - Jeannette Sandoval & Alejandro Ramos-Barajas

+ Entertainment - Dee Jay MJ

10:30 AM: Panel - “Curriculum Justice: Centering Latino Voices in Education”

+ Chair/Moderator: Dr. Veronica Valadez, President & Co-Founder of Ehecatl Wind Philosophy,
Expert Ethnic Studies Educator and Curriculum Specialist

« Panelist: Dr. Gabriel Orosco, CEO & Co-Founder of Ehecatl Wind Philosophy, Seasoned Administrator & Educator

« Panelist: Jose Aguilera-Lopez, Teacher at Carter High School, and Doctoral Candidate-Cohort 15,
Educational Leadership Program, CSUSB

+ Panelist: Darlene Torres, Veteran classroom educator and coach - Chicano Studies and US History,
and Dual Language Co-Coordinator at Sierra Vista High School

Dr. Gabriel Orosco

Dr. Veronica Valadez

Jose Aguilera-Lopez Darlene Torres

Innovative practices, programs, and policies that prioritize Chicano/Latino histories, literature, and experiences across PK-12 and
higher education—especially in Ethnic, Chicano, and Cultural Studies—are essential interventions in the pursuit of educational
equity, cultural affirmation, and transformative pedagogy.

These initiatives challenge dominant narratives and traditional curricula that have historically marginalized or erased Chicano/
Latino voices. By centering the lived realities, ancestral knowledge, and intellectual contributions of Chicano/Latino communities,
educators and institutions create spaces of belonging, critical inquiry, and liberation for students of all backgrounds.

In PK-12 settings, these practices may include culturally sustaining curricula that incorporate bilingual storytelling, community-
based histories, and literature by authors such as Rudolfo Anaya, Sandra Cisneros, and Juan Felipe Herrera. Classroom
environments are transformed through the integration of family knowledge, local cultural landmarks, and social justice-oriented
learning projects. Programs that engage students in exploring their own identities—through art, poetry, oral history, and civic
engagement—help foster a sense of pride, agency, and academic confidence.

At the higher education level, Chicano, Ethnic, and Cultural Studies programs play a vital role in shaping critical thinkers, cultural
workers, and future educators. These departments serve as intellectual sanctuaries—interdisciplinary spaces where theory meets
praxis, and where students are encouraged to interrogate power, colonialism, migration, race, gender, and language. Innovative
models include community-engaged research, cross-generational mentorship, testimonio-based learning, and curriculum that
bridges classroom and community, archive and activism.
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Policies that institutionalize Chicano/Latino studies—such as graduation requirements in Ethnic Studies, the creation of tenure-track
lines in Chicana/o Studies, and funding for culturally grounded teacher training—are key to ensuring sustainability and systemic
change. These efforts push back against tokenization, underrepresentation, and the ongoing political attacks on Ethnic Studies across
the country.

Importantly, these educational innovations are not just about representation—they are about reclamation. They reclaim the right
to tell our stories, to learn from our own intellectual and cultural traditions, and to imagine liberatory futures rooted in justice and
community.

11:15 AM: Dr. Tomas Rivera Featured Panel - “La Palabra as Power: Spoken Word, Musica, Poetry, Literature,
and the Politics of Voice”

« Chair/Moderator: Dr. Guillermo Aviles-Rodriguez, Assistant Professor in the Department of Theatre Arts, CSUSB
+ Panelist: Jerry Tello, Award Winning Author, Storyteller, Healing Practitioner
« Panelist: Diosa Xochiquetzalcéatl, A Multilingual and Multidimensional Poet

« Panelist: Jag Arreola, Activist and Hip Hop Artist

Dr. Guillermo Aviles-Rodriguez Jerry Tello

Diosa Xochiquetzalcéatl Jag Arreola

Lyricism, rap, spoken word, music, literature, cantos, corridos, and contemporary poetry that speak truth to power, challenge erasure,
and build solidarity.

These expressive forms are more than artistic genres—they are tools of testimony, resistance, and radical imagination. Across
generations, Chicano/Latino communities have used the power of the word—spoken, sung, written, and performed—to make the
invisible seen and the unheard felt. Whether on the stage, in the street, or between the pages of a book, these forms carry the weight
of history and the fire of possibility.

Rap and spoken word function as urgent declarations—raw, rhythmic, and rooted in lived experience. They confront systems of
oppression while affirming identity, community, and creative brilliance. In barrio backyards and university open mics alike, young
artists are redefining what it means to resist through rhyme, often blending Spanglish, code-switching, and ancestral languages into
a sonic rebellion that transcends borders.

Cantos and corridos, with their deep ties to oral tradition, memory, and rural life, chronicle histories often left out of official narratives.
These ballads give voice to everyday people—farmworkers, revolutionaries, migrants, madres, and outlaws. They preserve truth
through melody, passing down stories from one generation to the next. Whether sung in protest or remembrance, they remain acts
of cultural survival and fierce remembrance.

Contemporary poetry and literature, shaped by the legacies of authors like Gloria Anzaldua, Luis J. Rodriguez, and Carmen Tafolla,
continues to evolve, weaving together autobiography, critique, and prayer. These texts confront borders—physical, linguistic,
gendered, spiritual—and make space for new ways of seeing and being. They are blueprints for healing, for dreaming beyond trauma,
for building bridges across difference.

Music, whether it's hip-hop, punk, son jarocho, or reggaetdn, pulses with the heartbeat of diasporic struggle and joy. It becomes a
rallying cry in times of uprising, a balm in moments of grief, and a celebration of cultura every time it's blasted from a car stereo or
poured into a plaza. In rhythm and sound, solidarity takes shape.

Together, these forms challenge the ongoing erasure of Chicano/Latino experiences in mainstream discourse. They demand visibility,
spark dialogue, and cultivate belonging. They remind us that storytelling is not only survival—it’s revolution. In every verse, chorus,
and stanza, we remember: the people have always had the power. These words are how we reclaim it.
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Program Detail

12:00 PM: Lunch Break / Networking & Vendor / Exhibits Fair
« Red Carpet Interviews - Jeannette Sandoval & Alejandro Ramos-Barajas

« Entertainment - Dee Jay MJ

12:45 PM: Afternoon Featured Speaker - “The Golden Age of Rock & Roll: Celebrando the Eastside Sound
and Beyond”

+ Introduction/Moderator: Richard Yniguez — Actor and director whose breakout role in Boulevard Nights (1979) made
him a prominent figure in Chicano cinema

+ Featured Speaker: Little Willie G (Willie Garcia) - Legendary Chicano vocalist and songwriter, Thee Midniters

Little Willie G (Willie Garcia)

Richard Yniguez

The “Eastside Sound” refers to a unique, genre-blending musical movement rooted in East Los Angeles, California—a powerful
expression of cultural identity, resistance, and artistic innovation that emerged from the heart of Chicano communities.
Developed primarily from the 1950s through the 1980s and continuing to resonate today, the Eastside Sound draws on an eclectic
mix of rhythm and blues, doo-wop, Chicano rock, soul, surf, garage rock, and eventually punk, producing a sound as layered and
vibrant as the neighborhoods that birthed it.

Influenced by African American musical traditions, East LA bands like Thee Midniters, The Romancers, and Cannibal & the
Headhunters infused Motown sensibilities with Chicano flavor. Their harmonies, horns, and heartfelt lyrics captured the spirit
of working-class youth coming of age in a racially charged, postwar Los Angeles. These bands not only performed at backyard
parties and community dances but also found national acclaim—Cannibal & the Headhunters even toured with the Beatles.

Thee Midniters, perhaps the most iconic of the Eastside Sound pioneers, blended social commentary with electrifying
arrangements—using music to challenge stereotypes, uplift community pride, and chronicle the Chicano experience. Their track
"Chicano Power" became a rallying cry for cultural affirmation during the civil rights era.

In the 1970s, Ruben and the Jets—a project led by Ruben Guevara and supported by Frank Zappa—picked up the torch, fusing
doo-wop harmonies with theatricality and political edge, continuing the tradition of blending soulful nostalgia with pointed
cultural reflection. Their work kept the Eastside Sound alive while also pushing it into experimental and hybrid territory, honoring
the Pachuco aesthetic while innovating within it.

As the movement evolved, it gave rise to Chicano punk in the late 1970s and 1980s. Bands like The Brat, The Plugz, and Los lllegals
erupted from the underground with a raw, urgent energy. These groups merged punk’s DIY ethos and anti-authoritarian stance
with Chicano narratives—writing songs about police brutality, border politics, gentrification, and bicultural identity. Their sound
was loud, unapologetic, and deeply rooted in East LA’s political realities.

Throughout all its phases, the Eastside Sound was not just music—it was a cultural declaration, born in garages, living rooms,
street corners, and dance halls. It provided a soundtrack for generations navigating racial discrimination, cultural hybridity, and
social transformation. The movement’s legacy can still be felt today in the rhythms of Chicano soul revivalists, Latinx punk bands,
and LA’s vibrant indie scenes.

The Eastside Sound is a sonic mural of East LA—echoing with rebellion, pride, heartache, and joy. It reminds us that art created at
the margins doesn't just survive; it shapes history.
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Program Detail

1:15 PM: Capstone Presentation - “Telling Our Stories - Our Way, Our Voice”
- Chair/Moderator: Dr. Debora Perez Torres, Assistant Professor in the Department of Communication Studies, CSUSB

« Panelist: Bel Hernandez, Founder/CEO Latin Heat Media, Founding Chair, Hispanic Coalition of Small Businesses (HCSB)
Arts & Entertainment Committee, and 2025 Annual César E. Chavez Memorial Madrina de Honor

« Panelist: Enrique Castillo, Producer/Co-Director/Writer, and 2025 Annual César E. Chavez Memorial Padrino de Honor
« Panelist: - Kirk Whisler, President of the Latino 247 Media Group

« Panelist: - Johnny Murillo, Producer/Screenwriter, and Founder of Chicano Hollywood

Dr. Debora Perez Torres

Enrique Castillo Kirk Whisler

Johnny Murillo

Bel Hernandez

Critically examining media representation, cultural power, and the Latino presence—and persistent absence—in film, television,
theater, publishing, and digital platforms is essential to understanding how narratives shape identity, belonging, and power in
society. For too long, mainstream media has marginalized, misrepresented, or altogether erased Latino communities, reducing
us to stereotypes, token characters, or background noise. What we see—and don’t see—on our screens and in our scripts reflects
deeper structural inequities in whose stories are valued, funded, and circulated.

This work begins with interrogating the cultural gatekeepers—studios, publishers, producers, and algorithms—that control
which stories get told and who gets to tell them. Despite the vast and growing Latino population in the United States, media
representation remains disproportionately low, often limited to narrow tropes: the gang member, the maid, the hypersexualized
figure, the undocumented migrant. These depictions flatten our complexity and erase the richness of our cultures, histories, and
futures.

Latino absence is not accidental—it’s systemic. It reflects a broader cultural amnesia that ignores our foundational presence in the
Americas and our vital contributions to every sphere of society. Representation is not just about being visible—it’s about being
seen accurately, fully, and on our own terms. It's about disrupting whitewashed narratives and asserting agency in storytelling.

The push for authentic, empowering, and intersectional representation demands a reimagining of who is behind the camera,
in the writers' rooms, on editorial boards, and in the executive seats. It calls for Afro-Latino, Indigenous, queer, undocumented,
disabled, and working-class voices to be centered—not as an afterthought, but as an artistic and political necessity.

In film and television, this means moving beyond inclusion to actual authorship—Latino writers, directors, and producers telling
stories that reflect our multiplicity, from bilingual family dramas to speculative sci-fi rooted in ancestral knowledge. In theater,

it means supporting original plays that speak from and to our communities, staged in both traditional and grassroots spaces. In
publishing, it means making room for experimental, hybrid, and unapologetically diasporic literature—not just the “marketable”
narratives palatable to mainstream audiences.

Digital platforms and social media, while often more democratized, still reflect algorithmic bias and systemic exclusion. Yet they
also offer powerful tools for community storytelling, independent content creation, and media justice movements that resist
invisibility and commodification.

Ultimately, this critical examination is not only about critique—it is about creation. It is about building new cultural imaginaries
where our stories are not merely included but centered, honored, and celebrated. It's about reclaiming narrative power and
ensuring that future generations of Latinos see themselves reflected—not just as survivors, but as protagonists, visionaries, and
storytellers of their own lives.

2:00 PM: Concluding Remarks & Acknowledgements / Despedida*

Remarks and Acknowledgements
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LEAD Administration & Event Planning Teams
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Dr. Enrique G. Murillo Jr.
LEAD Executive Director
email: emurillo@csusb.edu
phone: (909) 537-5632

Iwona Contreras

Administration & Budget Coordinator
email: icontrer@csusb.edu

phone: (909) 537-3447

James Trotter
Director, Multimedia and Immerse Technologies

email: jamest@csusb.edu
phone: (909) 537-5063

Learning Ambassadors

Administrative Support / Budget
Iwona-Maria Luczkiewicz Contreras
(lead)

Arts / Culture / Music / Entertainment
Elias Escamilla (lead)

Development / Capital Campaigns
Dr. Enrique Murillo, Jr. (lead)
VP Robert Nava

Educational Design / Curricula /
Program

Dr. Enrique Murillo, Jr. (lead)

Bel Hernandez

Jeannette Sandoval

Dr. Guillermo Aviles-Rodriguez

Dra. Debora Perez Torres

Mayra Aceves

Kirk Whisler

Jacob Vilchis-Ruiz

Exhibits Expo / Vendors
Jennifer Winburn (lead)

Facilities / Set Up
Mario Orellana (lead)
Gil Jacobs

Hospitality (Off-Campus) / Guest
Relations / Lodging

Patricia Aguilera (lead)

Doris Selva

Jenny Casillas

Irene Carrasco

Hospitality (On-Campus) / Guest
Relations / Food & Beverage
Candice Sykes (lead)

Information Systems / Technology
Operations / Media Partnerships
James Trotter (lead)
Dmitriy Astakhov
Multimedia & Immersive Technologies
Rigo Solorio
Rob Garcia

Outreach / Promotion / Social Media
Dr.Thomas Robles (co-lead)
Josefina Canchola
Steve Gonzales

Puente Ambassadors:
Dr. Gustavo Flores (co-lead)

Fatima Iniguez, Puente Norte Vista
High School

Briana Guerrero, Puente Norte Vista
High School

Andres Orenales, Puente Norte Vista
High School

Dalia Ortega, Puente Norte Vista High
School

Ethan Mendez, Puente San Jacinto
High School

Hector Lopez-Lopez, Puente
San Jacinto High School

Anyeli Lopez-Barrios, Puente San
Jacinto High School

Cristal Guerrero-Vizcarra, Puente San
Jacinto High School

Parking / Transportation
Dalia Hernandez (co-lead)
Arthur Fowlkes-Ortiz (co-lead)
Ricardo Elias
Roberto Fonseca

Procession /Procesion
Dra. Aurora Vilchis (lead)
Dr. Guillermo Aviles-Rodriguez

Public Safety
Chief John Guttierez (lead)

Red Carpet
Alejandro Ramos-Barajas (lead)
Jeannette Sandoval

Registration
Dra. Stacey Ortiz (lead)
Dra. Marina Serna Pulido

Marketing and Communications /
Public Affairs
Alan Llavore (co-lead)
Elizabeth Ferreira (co-lead)
Reynaldo Avila
Claudia Tristan

Translation & Language Services
Delila A. Vasquez (lead)
Dra. Carmen Beck (co-lead)
Pablo Alejandro Gutierrez Cervantes

Volunteer Coordination / Decoration
/ Clean-Up

Jairo Leon (lead)

Monica Baeza
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You Will Make a Real Difference

You Will Make a Real Difference

Latino Education and Advocacy Days (LEAD Projects)
needs your support!

Our purpose is to promote a broad-based awareness of the crisis in Latino
Education and to enhance the intellectual, cultural and personal development of
our community's educators, administrators, leaders, parents and students.

To address these critical issues, and to ensure a strong future, the LEAD
Organization at California State University, San Bernardino houses several national
and international projects that provide a means to maximize the promotion,
outreach and relations, within the areas of primary purpose.

Who are we: The broad spectrum of researchers, teaching professionals and
educators, academics, scholars, administrators, independent writers and artists,
policy and program specialists, students, parents, families, civic leaders, activists,
and advocates. In short, those sharing a common interest and commitment to
educational issues that impact Latinos.

The LEAD Organization serves as a primary site for a set of innovative and
productive programs, publications and events in Latinos and Education. For more
than two decades, our LEAD Projects have worked for Social Justice and Change
by bringing you publications, information & resources, networking opportunities
/ partnership building, college & career fairs, financial aid workshops, public
forums & virtual classrooms, audio & video production & webcasts, policy impact
and netroots advocacy, scholarships - awards & internships, an annual showcase
Summit . .. and many-many-many programs - too numerous to name!!!

PLEASE MAKE A GIFT:
http://www.csusb.edu/makeagift/
lead
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