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Awards and Accolades
MSW Program Accredited at PDC

The new Master of Social Work (MSW) program at the Palm Desert Campus (PDC) has been officially 
accredited by the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE), the accrediting body for all social work 
programs in the United States.

With this accreditation, PDC graduates of the MSW program will be eligible to work toward 
professional licensing post-graduation, paving the way for fulfilling careers as licensed clinical social 
workers and leaders in various social service sectors. 

CSUSB Professor Gisela Bichler Receives Wang Family Excellence Award

The California State University (CSU) Board of Trustees has awarded its prestigious Wang Family 
Excellence Award, Outstanding Faculty Scholarship, to Gisela Bichler, professor of criminal justice 
and co-founder of the university’s Center for Criminal Justice Research.  The annual award recognizes 
four faculty members and one CSU administrator who, through extraordinary commitment and 
dedication, have distinguished themselves in their career. Dr. Bichler’s prolific academic work and 
support of CSUSB students has long made a positive impact in the field of criminal justice. 

Professor Kerry Cato awarded Prestigious Floyd T. Johnston Service Award

Kerry Cato, professor of geological sciences, was awarded the prestigious Floyd T. Johnston Service 
Award from the Association of Environmental and Engineering Geologists (AEG), which is recognized 
as an international leader in the field. Learn more about Professor Cato’s achievement. 

Entrepreneurial Resource Center Opens at PDC

Located across the street from the CSUSB 
Palm Desert Campus, the new Palm 
Desert Entrepreneurial Resource Center 
(ERC) supports aspiring entrepreneurs 
looking to start or grow a small business. 
The Palm Desert ERC is a strategic 
collaboration between the CSUSB School 
of Entrepreneurship, the Inland Empire 
Center for Entrepreneurship (IECE) at 
CSUSB, the City of Palm Desert, and the 
Riverside County Office of Economic 
Development. Spread the word about this 
opportunity!

I hope your summer is off to a great start!  Whether you’re a recent alum or continuing your graduate 
studies in the fall, I hope you take time to relax and recharge this summer. You all have much to be 
proud of. 

Our summer issue of the CSUSB Graduate Studies Newsletter highlights the accomplishments of 
some of our most recent alums and describes the perseverance and talent that saw them through 
to their goals. We’re featuring the outstanding graduate student from each college, as well as the 
inspiring stories of two of our new alums; Ruth Musser-Lopez (applied archaeology) and Ralph 
Figueroa (rehabilitation counseling).  I hope you enjoy reading about their amazing accomplishments.

In case you missed it, we also included a look back at some of the main research events that took 
place during spring semester. Sharing your research findings is a big part of the graduate education 
experience, so we’re providing a recap of our excellent Grad Slam: Three-Minute Thesis Competition, 
as well as the Student Research Competition, coordinated by the Office of Student Research. All 
nine graduate students who competed in Grad Slam were phenomenal, and we are so very proud 
of them. And our Student Research Competition competitors walked away with a record-setting 
number of awards!  These events are open to all our graduate students and are an invaluable 
opportunity to practice your presentation skills; please consider participating in 2025-26. 

Finally, I want to remind you that the Office of Graduate Studies is here for you throughout the 
summer. Our Graduate Student Resource Specialist, April Lane, is ready to assist you with any 
questions you may have about university policies and procedures, 
Shelby Reeder is reviewing theses, projects, and dissertations for 
summer graduates, and Megan Kinnally is planning our upcoming
 events. Feel free to reach out with any questions, or just stop in 
to say hello – we’d love to hear from you. 

All best,

Caroline Vickers
Caroline Vickers

Dean of Graduate Studies

https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/faculty-staff/wang-award
https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/faculty-staff/wang-award
https://www.csusb.edu/ccjr
https://www.csusb.edu/inside/article/587349/csusb-professor-awarded-prestigious-floyd-t-johnston-service-award
https://csusb.readz.com/sp25-palm-desert-entrepreneurial-resource-center


CSUSB Student Researchers Garner Top Awards
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Graduate Writing Series Launched in Spring 
Graduate Studies launched the Graduate Writing Series, a carefully curated collection of 
CSUSB workshops and events focused on strengthening and celebrating graduate writing and 
research. 

Workshops were offered in partnership with the Pfau Library and the Graduate Writing Center, 
and included such topics as making time for writing through time management techniques, 
using artificial intelligence appropriately, and organizing and tracking sources. 

Graduate Writing Series workshops included:

•   Goal Setting and Time Management for Writers
•   Zotero for Graduate Students
•   Building your Scholarly Identity
•   Thesis Formatting 
•   Thesis Submission Process 
•   Using AI in Writing and Research 

Students were also invited to participate in Writing Accountability Groups (WAGs). Writing 
Accountability Groups are weekly scheduled writing times devoted to focusing on completing 
major writing projects, such as graduate theses, conference papers, and dissertations. 

Throughout the semester, WAGs students met regularly to work quietly with their fellow 
students, set goals, and receive feedback from a Writing Center consultant.

In case you missed it, 
recordings of most 
Graduate Writing Series 
workshops are available 
on the Graduate Studies 
website under our 
Writing Research and 
Support tab. Be sure to 
explore all the resources 
listed and take your 
writing to the next level. 
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The annual campus and statewide research competitions showcase student research from a 
wide variety of disciplines, and this year’s events were no exception. Students from Biology, 
Psychology, Kinesiology, Computer Science, History, and English Literature programs were 
represented.  The competitions offer CSUSB students a platform to enhance their presentation 
and communication skills while demonstrating their scholarly and creative accomplishments.

At the campus competition, CSUSB graduate and undergraduate students presented their 
research findings to a panel of judges, where 10 projects were chosen to advance to the CSU-
wide event. This year’s California State University (CSU) Research Competition was hosted 
at Cal Poly Humboldt, April 25-26. There, our Coyotes competed against nearly 200 other 
exceptional scholars within the CSU system. Our students did an extraordinary job this year, 
with six CSUSB scholars bringing home awards. Congratulations to all those who participated 
in the campus and state-wide events!

1st Place Winners ($500):
Sebastian Zazueta – Health, Nutrition, 
and Clinical Sciences (undergraduate)
Presentation: Low-Volume Resistance 
Training Increases Muscle Strength and 
Reduces Stress in Older Women
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Wagner Do Prado

Michael Rubalcava – Humanities and 
Letters (undergraduate)
Presentation: The Binding Lines: Race and 
Unfree Labor in the Wills of Colonial Virginia
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Ryan Keating

2nd Place Winners ($250):
Luis Gonzalez – Behavioral and Social 
Sciences (graduate)
Presentation: Changes in Circadian Rhythm 
and 24h Activity Pattern after Fluoxetine 
Exposure in Adolescent Rats
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Leslie Amodeo

Rachel Kanter – Behavioral and Social 
Sciences (undergraduate)
Presentation: Moral Injury and Religious 
and Spiritual Struggles: Pathways to 
Psychological Distress among Survivors of 
Intimate Partner Sexual Violence
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Christina Hassija

Honorable Mentions:
Amy Katherine Bartels – Biological and 
Agricultural Sciences (undergraduate)
Presentation: Roundup Super Concentrate 
Exposure Decreases Activity of Drosophila 
melanogaster
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Becky Talyn

Alewa Anaya – “Making it Work” Award 
(graduate)
Presentation: Eyewear’s Effect on N170: 
Neural Mechanisms of Face Processing
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Nicolas Brunet 

The CSUSB Student Research Competition is coordinated each year by the Office of Student 
Research. The campus competition is usually held in February. Please contact the Office of 
Student Research if you would like to participate. (909) 537-3728

https://www.csusb.edu/graduate-studies/current-students/writing-and-research-support/graduate-writing-series
https://www.csusb.edu/graduate-studies/current-students/writing-and-research-support/graduate-writing-series
https://www.csusb.edu/student-
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Level-up Your Career with a Graduate Certificate

Advance your skills and increase your marketability with a CSUSB graduate certificate! Created 
for those who already hold a bachelor’s or master’s degree, graduate certificates provide 
focused professional development in a particular skill or field, and most can be completed 
with only 12 units.  They can also be used as a springboard to a master’s degree, as some 
master’s programs will allow students to transfer 12 units from the certificate to a related 
master’s program. 

CSUSB Graduate Certificates

Advanced Community/Public Health Nursing: A post-graduate certificate program for 
Registered Nurses who hold a master’s or doctoral degree in nursing and are interested in 
expanding their expertise in an added specialty. The certificate program builds on completed 
nursing graduate coursework and provides an option for professional development.

Nurse Educator Certificate: Prepares Registered Nurses who hold a master’s or doctoral 
degree in nursing to deliver expert nursing care to community-based populations. The 
courses focus on population health assessment, program planning, evaluation, health policy, 
transcultural healthcare, and practicum experience.

Certificate in Criminal Justice Spanish: Designed for those who hold a bachelor’s degree 
in Criminal Justice, Social Work, Sociology, or related disciplines and need to gain oral and 
written competency in Spanish. The online program is taught fully in Spanish and focuses 
on specialized terminology as well as cross-dialectal and cross-cultural variation within Latin 
American and US Spanish. 

Certificate in Healthcare Spanish: Designed for college graduates who majored in Nursing, 
Health Sciences, Kinesiology, Psychology, Social Work, or related disciplines in Health and 
Human Services, and need to communicate effectively with their Spanish-speaking clients. 
The online program is taught fully in Spanish and focuses on specialized medical terminology 
as well as cross-dialectal and cross-cultural variation within Latin American and US Spanish. 

Graduate Certificate in E-Learning: For individuals who hold a bachelor’s degree or 
are currently enrolled at CSUSB and wish to expand their expertise in the growing field of 
E-Learning. This program provides a comprehensive understanding of both the theoretical 
and practical aspects of creating effective online learning experiences.
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Graduate Certificate in Educational Technology: For individuals who hold a bachelor’s 
degree or are currently enrolled at CSUSB and are eager to advance their expertise in the 
integration of technology within educational settings. This program provides the knowledge 
and skills necessary to incorporate technology into teaching and learning environments 
effectively.

Hospitality and Tourism Management: Designed for individuals who hold a bachelor’s 
degree and wish to advance their careers in the hospitality and tourism management fields. 
The program is suitable for both aspiring professionals and those wishing to move into 
management roles. Students can apply twelve certificate credits to the CSUSB MBA program.

National Cybersecurity Studies: For those who hold a bachelor’s degree and seek advanced 
knowledge in the field to meet industry demands in both government and private sectors. 
The curriculum emphasizes career-centered, practical workplace application courses. 
The certificate is an opportunity to fast-track to CSUSB’s Master of Science in National 
Cybersecurity Studies; twelve credits can be applied to the master’s program. 

Speech-Language Pathology Master’s Preparatory Certificate: Designed for college 
graduates who majored in other areas but are now interested in the fast-growing field 
of speech-language pathology. This certificate provides students with the prerequisite 
coursework needed to apply to most master’s programs in Speech-Language Pathology and 
Communication Sciences & Disorders. 

How to Apply 

Certificates may be earned by regularly matriculated or extended learning students. You 
can find the admission criteria and application process in Graduate Studies’ list of certificate 
programs.  csusb.edu/graduate-studies/prospective-students
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Student Spotlight: Ruth Musser-Lopez 
After receiving her bachelor’s degree in anthropology in 1976, archaeologist 
Ruth Musser-Lopez was determined to one day hold a master’s in her field.  She’d 
made some important discoveries early in her career and wanted to explore her 
ideas further.  But for a time, events took her life in a different direction. After many 
twists and turns on her path to a master’s degree, a lot of determination, and a little 
help from CSUSB’s Over 60 program, Musser-Lopez earned her Master of Arts in 
Applied Archaeology in May 2025. 

CSUSB’s Over 60 fee waiver program allows adults who are 60 or older to pursue a college 
degree at a significantly reduced rate, and for many, it makes a lifelong dream a reality.  The 
Over 60 program is open to California residents and is available at both the San Bernardino 
and Palm Desert campuses.   

“I heard about the applied archaeology program at CSUSB during a Society for California 
Archeology meeting,” she said. “Graduate students from CSUSB were presenting, and they 
were giving these stunning reports. I told myself ‘I’m going to go there!’ and lo and behold, 
I got in. I was expecting to pay, but someone from the Over 60 program called me and said, 
‘well, how does $11 dollars a quarter sound?”

Discovering Her Passion

Musser-Lopez began her studies toward her bachelor’s degree at Chaffey College, then 
transferred to UCLA. But the high cost of living led her to transfer to UC Riverside, where she 
completed her bachelor’s in anthropology. 

“Transferring to UCR was really a great thing that happened,” she said. “It was perfect 
timing, because at that time the BLM (Bureau of Land Management) was doing the Desert 
Management Plan. A lot of the students in the anthropology department got involved in the 
archaeology end of that. And I ended up going on an archaeological survey for a couple of 
projects. I fell in love with field work and being out in the desert.”

While working on one of the surveys in the Colorado Desert, her group discovered some 
petroglyphs along the Colorado River.  Musser-Lopez was intrigued. Since her colleagues 
showed no desire to investigate further, she took on the project herself. “Nobody wanted to 
write it up,” Musser-Lopez said. “And so I wrote it up and did a pioneering study linking Native 
American rock art and trails. It was published by Pacific Coast Archaeological Society, and at 
the time I didn’t understand the gravity of getting something published at a young age.”  
She was an undergraduate at the time.
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After graduation, she landed a position at the BLM. It was 1978, in a heavily male dominated 
field, but she scored so high on the job placement test and interviews that she could not be 
ignored. 

“It was a big deal, because there were hardly any women working in the BLM at the time. It 
was mostly men, out on the range, and their focus was on cattle grazing back then.” 
When she and her husband decided to start a family, Musser-Lopez had little choice but to 
give up her permanent full-time position at the BLM. “At that time there was no time off – no 
maternity leave,” she explained.  

She switched to an intermittent position which allowed her more flexibility, but she was never 
able to return to permanent status. Eventually, she went into private consulting, lending her 
talents to both private companies and federal land agencies in California and Arizona. It was 
during a consulting project that she came across the Havasu Landing archaeological site that 
eventually became the subject of her master’s thesis.

She had long pondered the work of Malcom Rogers and his theories on the Malpais people, 
whom he claimed were the earliest occupants of the Havasu area. While she didn’t agree with 
Rogers on many points, his theory stuck in her mind. 

“In 2003 I found the remarkable assemblage in Havasu Landing that later became the basis 
of my study. It surprised me that there was such an extensive site there of what looked like 
Malpais occupation which I had never noticed anywhere else in the desert. But at the time I 
didn’t know what to do with it. I knew things 
were changing theoretically. I wanted to get my 
master’s degree and learn more.” 

Musser-Lopez began her graduate program in 
2017. She said she began putting the pieces of 
her thesis together during a class on the three 
major theories on early human migration.  While 
the Clovis people had long been assumed to 
be the first in the area, new discoveries began 
to chip away at that theory.  Her own research 
included pouring over her extensive collection 
of artifacts, carbon dating, and GIS mapping. 

“When I did this study for my master’s thesis, I 
found even more evidence that suggests that 
[Havasu Landing site] could be as old as those 
23,000-year-old footprints in White Sands 
National Park, New Mexico. Now, that’s our 
earliest evidence of humans being in North 
America.”  (Cont on Pg. 8)

Ruth Musser-Lopez tracing the 
Blythe petroglyphs in 1978



But in the middle of her studies, her life took an unexpected turn. Musser-Lopez was 
diagnosed with cancer. Her thesis was put on the back burner while she underwent several 
operations and chemotherapy. Despite these challenges, her energy and enthusiasm for 
archaeology never waned.  

“A lot of people think that getting some sort of chronic disease or getting old is the end of 
the world. And I just want to emphasize that I’m an example of a person that has a goal that 
I want to achieve. It makes life exciting for me, and it takes my mind off the death on your 
shoulder.”

In Spring 2025, Musser-Lopez completed her master’s thesis, Just Broken Rocks: The Lower 
Colorado River through the Lens of the Coastal Migration Theory.  While the mammoth-
hunting Clovis people have long been assumed to be the first, Musser-Lopez argues that 
the Malapais may have been the earliest inhabitants, based on her findings at the Havasu 
Landing archaeological site. The ‘broken rocks’ that she found there were tested and found to 
meet the definition of ‘creative minimization tools’ described in Davis and Madsen’s Coastal 
Migration Theory. The tools may be as much as 23,000 years old. 

Future Studies

Musser-Lopez says her nearly 300-page thesis is not the end of her study, it’s the beginning. 
She’d like to see others in the field continue examining the Havasu Landing site and provide 
shell or pollen dating to better estimate the age of the site and is considering applying for 
a grant to make it happen.  And in her hometown of Needles, she keeps busy with local 
projects. Musser-Lopez established the nonprofit Archeological Heritage Association to serve 
as an archive of the history of her desert 
community and hopes to add a visitor 
center.  
Musser-Lopez said her battle with cancer 
gave her a new perspective on life that 
she hopes others will adopt:

“It gives you a different perspective that 
you need to accomplish some of these 
things before you die, and one way to do it 
is, go back to school and get some tools to 
do it with.”

Musser-Lopez’s thesis, Just Broken Rocks: 
The Lower Colorado River through the 
Lens of the Coastal Migration Theory, is 
available on CSUSB Scholarworks.

Ruth Musser-Lopez today, near the the 
Lower Colorado River.

Outstanding Graduate Students 2024-2025
At the close of the academic year, each college honors an exceptional graduate student 
Graduate Studies is proud to recognize the Outstanding Graduate Students of 2024-2025:

Watson College of Education: Marvin Espinoza and Marilyn Monroy

Espinoza earned his Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership with a specialization in 
community college/higher education. 

Marilyn Monroy, who completed her Master of Science in Counseling, found her calling at
Riverside City College, where the support of counselors helped her discover her purpose.

College of Natural Sciences: Walter Navarro

After earning his bachelor’s in mathematics at CSUSB, alumnus Walter Navarro decided to 
continue his studies in the field, earning a Master of Arts in Mathematics this year

After graduation, Navarro will pursue a Ph.D. in applied statistics at the University of California,
Riverside, with plans to focus his research on biomedical applications

Jack H. Brown College of Business and Public Administration: Monica Ybanez

Monica Ybanez, a two-time CSUSB alumna, graduated this year with her Master of Business
Administration.

She hopes to use her degree in a mission-driven organization where she can champion 
inclusion

College of Social and Behavioral Sciences: Jessica Mary Fanene

Jessica Mary Fanene overcame significant personal and medical challenges, her career goal is 
to serve as a school social worker or with a mental health agency that serves school systems.

College of Arts and Letters: Veronica Morales and Katherine Posada

Veronica Morales, who has earned a Master of Arts in English and Writing Studies, was 
accepted to the University of Southern California, where she plans to continue expanding her 
scholarship in ethnic American literature, social justice activism, and abolition studies.

Katherine Posada, who is earning her Master of Fine Arts in Studio Art, found her voice and
vision through clay.

After graduation, she plans to teach ceramics at the university level and become a
contributing voice in the field through exhibitions, research, and community-based projects.
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https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/etd/2149/
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CSUSB Student Ralph Figueroa named 
National Student Veteran of the Year 
Ralph Figueroa, Rehabilitation Counseling, M.A.

Graduate student Ralph Figueroa, chapter president of CSUSB’s Student Veterans Organization 
(SVO), was named 2024 Student Veteran of the Year by the Student Veterans of America (SVA) 
at the SVA national conference in Colorado Springs.

The award, given Jan. 3, honors a student who has made a positive impact on the lives 
of fellow student veterans or the veteran community and who has displayed exceptional 
leadership qualities and a commitment to serving others.

“It’s been a whirlwind to say the least,” Figueroa said. “I think mentally I’ve been preparing 
myself for this role, and I’m ready to face all the challenges that come my way. It’s an immense 
responsibility, but I’m definitely ready to take it on.” 

While Figueroa said he was surprised to receive the honor, he is no stranger to earning 
accolades. In 2022, Figueroa re-chartered the Student Veterans Organization (SVO) and has 
served as its president since then. In 2024, he was recognized by CSUSB’s Office of Student 
Leadership and Engagement as the Outstanding Student Club Leader, and the SVO was 
named Club of the Year. In October, he was selected to attend the prestigious SVA Leadership 
Institute in Washington, D.C. and was named an SVA Leadership Fellow.

Figueroa will graduate in May with a master’s degree in rehabilitation counseling. 
“First, I wanted an education, and I knew my parents couldn’t afford it. I’d always had the 
dream of getting a degree, so I empowered myself to join the military for that specific reason,” 
he said.

Upon graduating from high school in 1995, Figueroa traveled immediately to Advanced 
Individual Training in Fort Sill, Okla. His 12 years of military service shaped his leadership skills 
and discipline, from his work in field artillery, as an instructor, and while on deployments 
during Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. He was honorably 
discharged in 2006. He and his wife, Marisela, have two children, now 22 and 18, and he 
enjoyed a successful career as a manager and instructor in the auto body business and 
entertainment business.  
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Ralph Figueroa

In 2020, at the height of the pandemic, he was laid off by his employer. “I had started my 
bachelor’s degree and never finished it, and I figured this was the time,” he said. He applied 
for Veterans Administration (VA) education benefits, returned to Cal Poly Pomona and finished 
his undergraduate degree in liberal studies.

After graduating in 2022, his VA counselor suggested he look into a master’s level program to 
become a veterans’ counselor.  He chose Cal State San Bernardino’s Rehabilitation Counseling 
program.

“I loved how comprehensive it was in preparing counselors and training them to be ready to 
work with the population with disabilities,” he said. “The program included everything from 
understanding legislation and policies to medical aspects and understanding addiction. It’s 
the best decision I ever made.”  

He also began working at the CSUSB Veterans Success Center as a veteran benefits and 
resource specialist paraprofessional. He has introduced numerous initiatives, including the 
establishment of a food pantry and a hygiene commissary, as well as a model telehealth 
program for mental health that universities throughout the country and Puerto Rico are 
beginning to adopt. 

Figueroa’s immediate plan after  
graduation is to find full-time 
employment in a field focusing on 
student veterans. Ultimately, he plans to 
apply for a doctoral program in  
educational administration and   
become a professor.

In his official role as Student Veteran 
of the Year, Figueroa will serve a 
two-year term that will involve 
advocating with policy leaders on 
Capitol Hill on behalf of student veterans. 
He believes helping others is the ultimate 
purpose of leadership and hopes his work 
continues to inspire future student veterans.

Read the full story at Inside CSUSB

https://www.csusb.edu/inside/article/587337/csusb-student-ralph-figueroa-named-national-student-veteran-year-leadership
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Graduate Studies Hosts 2025 
Grad Slam Competition

• Michelle Aguiar, Communication Studies, M.A.

• Brystal Nevins, Communication Studies, M.A.

• Stepfanie Alfonso, Communication Studies, M.A.

• Natalie Aronson, English and Writing Studies - Literature, M.A.

• Sai Chandrahas, Information Systems & Technology – Business Intelligence & 
Analytics, M.S.

• Xochitl Baca, Instructional Design and Technology, M.A.

• Pablo Gutierrez Cervantes, Educational Leadership, Ed.D.

• Federico Sanchez, Instructional Design and Technology, M.A.

• Luis Gonzalez, Psychological Science - Behavioral and Cognitive Neuroscience, 
M.A.

• Juan Salcedo, Applied Archaeology, M.A.

• Gina Mosqueda-Lucas, Applied Archaeology, M.A.

Grad Slam 2025 held twice the excitement for the Office of Graduate Studies – after 
coordinating our campus-wide competition on April 9th, we had the honor of hosting the 
CSU system-wide competition in May!  

Grad Slam: Three-Minute Thesis is a research communication competition and serves as a 
key professional development opportunity for our graduate students. Students are asked to 
present their research in a TED Talk-like presentation and evaluated by a panel of judges on 
both their delivery and the timing of the presentation, which is required to take no more than 
three minutes. 

Our campus competition attracted 11 talented competitors: 
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Our CSUSB first-place winner was Gina Mosqueda-Lucas, for her presentation on 
reawakening Chumash cultural knowledge of seagrass and seagrass cordage from Limuw, 
Santa Cruz Island. In second place, Michelle Aguiar took the prize for her research on 
the impact of disclosure and boundary dissolution on adult-children of Latino-immigrant 
parents. (Our audience also selected Aguiar as the People’s Choice winter!)  And in third place, 
Stepfanie Alfonso was awarded for her work in identifying the best practices to support 
healthy local news systems. 

At the 5th annual CSU Grad Slam we were joined by 19 sister campuses as well as 36 graduate 
student competitors.  Students faced off in groups of six throughout the virtual competition, 
and the top competitor in each group moved on to the final round. 

At the end of a fast-paced day of impressive presentations, three competitors stood out: 

• First Place – Lydia Durunguma, San Jose State University;

• Second Place – Sarah Holman De Bruyn, CSU Fullerton; 

• People’s Choice – Aiyana Diya Singh, Sonoma State University. 

A special thank you to our judges Joseph Kirschbaum from the U.S Government of 
Accountability Office, Dr. Jerry McMurtry of the University of Idaho, CSU Board of Trustee’s 
member Jean Picker Firstenberg, and Vanessa Wiarco of KVCR Public Media, as well as our 
moderator, Lacy Kendall.

In case you missed it, both the CSUSB Grad Slam and CSU Grad Slam competition videos are 
available on our Graduate Studies Events page: csusb.edu/graduate-studies/events

From left, Michelle Aguiar, Stepfanie Alfonso, and Gina Mosqueda-Lucas.



Considering a Master’s or 
Credential? 

Ask Erma! Contact Erma Cross at 
(909) 537-4395 

or catch her at an upcoming event!

Calendar

Office Of Graduate Studies
Watson College of Education, 356 California State 

University, San Bernardino
 (909) 537-5058 gradstud@csusb.edu

csusb.edu/graduate-studies

September

See csusb.edu for the most up-to-date information.

August

July

June
0202
1919

Summer Session Begins

Juneteenth Holiday (campus closed)

3&43&4 Independence Day (campus closed)

1010 Cal State Apply Session

1414 Thesis Submission Deadline

0707 Thesis Publication Deadline

1313 Writing Accountability Groups 

2323 CSUSB Student Research Competition

2525 Pre-Doc Application Deadline

0101 Labor Day (campus closed)

Watch for upcoming Graduate Studies events coming this fall! 

Graduate Student Orientation

August 23, 2025, 10:00 am – 1:00 pm

August 23, 2025, 10:00 am – 1:00 pm

SMSU North Conference Center

Learn how to navigate grad school at CSUSB, support services for the 
graduate student community, and upcoming events. Register online 

for 2025 Graduate Student Orientation or contact Graduate Studies at 
gradstud@csusb.edu 

Watch for updates from the Office of Graduate Studies!

https://www.csusb.edu/?utm_source=mv&utm_medium=paid&utm_campaign=intent&customer_id=546-629-9909&gclid=Cj0KCQiAj_CrBhD-ARIsAIiMxT_lxdbx71wO3k71tJCo0rrmrMth8xOmUlfXuXYfVrkLktr9W7vacBsaAhWPEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.csusb.edu/graduate-studies/events/graduate-student-orientation-2025

