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CAL Departments: Arts

Matthew Poole
Art

Robert Knop
Music

Terry Smith
Theatre Arts



CAL Departments: Letters

Michael Salvador
Communication 

Studies

Sunny Hyon, English

Tony Roy 
Philosophy

Thomas Davis
World Languages & Literatures



Thank you Todd, Matthew, Carmen, and Ruth!



Catherine Spencer
Liberal Studies



Eva Kirsch
Robert and Frances Fullerton Museum of Art



RAFFMA: Opening Exhibition

Often seen as being obsessed 
with death, ancient 

Egyptians loved life and 
believed in getting it back in 

the Beyond. 

You and your 
students are 

encouraged to 
visit. 



Lacey Kendall Jacob Poore 



Department Administrative          
Support Coordinators

• Olga Valdivia – Art

• Linda Sand – Communication Studies

• Dorothea Cartwright – English

• Jamie Tricinella – English

• Patrick Nicholson – Liberal Studies

• Lisa Ryden – Music

• Rachel Siordia – Philosophy

• Diana Nieto-Godinez – RAFFMA

• Crystal Escalera – Theatre Arts

• Tania Quesada – World Languages & Literatures

• Georgia Pallas – World Languages & Literatures



Vocabulary Quiz: 
Which of the following words and expressions have been officially 

added to a dictionary?

1. ghosting

2. sriraching

3. chronocide

4. deso

5. tweetgotiate

6. fignature

7. wexting

8. al desko



Recap of Last Academic Year…



Outstanding Faculty 2015-16

Teaching
Luz Elena Ramirez

English

Research
Heather Hundley
Communication 

Studies

Service
Thomas McGovern

Art



Outstanding Lecturer 2015-16

Carol Damgen
Theatre Arts



2016 Honorary Staff Member

Rachel Siordia, Philosophy



Faculty Tenured and/or Promoted

Tenured and Promotion to Associate Professor:

• Jane Chin Davidson, Art
• Allen Menton, Music

Promotion to Professor:

• Katherine Gray, Art
• Brad Spence, Art
• Ahlam Muhtaseb, Communication Studies
• Astrid Sheil, Communication Studies
• David Marshall, English
• Carmen Jany, World Languages & Literatures



CAL Strategic Planning Task Force Members

• Chad Luck, Chair – English

• Kurt Collins – Art

• Allen Menton – Music

• Ahlam Muhtaseb – Communication Studies

• Patrick Nicholson – Liberal Studies

• Luz Elena Ramirez – English

• Johanna Smith – Theatre Arts

• Alysha Timmons – World Languages & Literatures



CAL Interdisciplinary Task Force Members

• Mihaela Popescu, Chair – Communication Studies

• Annie Buckley – Art

• David Carlson – English

• Arturo Fernandez-Gibert – WLL

• Holly Henry – English

• J. David Jerez-Gomez – WLL 

• Eva Kirsch – RAFFMA

• Lucy Lewis – Music

• Tom McGovern – Art

• Jacob Poore – Coyote Advertising

• Caroline Vickers – English



• Afternoon/Weekend Events: 87

(Academic, Ceremonial, Philanthropic, ON/OFF Campus)

• Dean’s and Provost Meetings: 40

• Academic Affairs Council: 18

• Chats/Brown Bags with the Dean: 12

• Chairs Council meetings and retreats: 23

• Search Committee meetings: 18

• President, VPs, Deans Meetings/Retreats: 20

• One-on-one with faculty promoted and tenured: 11

• Other personnel “issues”: 20

• One-one meetings with Chairs, Faculty, Staff, and Students: 298

What does Dean Ballman do?



Looking to this year and beyond…



Welcome Our New TT Faculty

Ed Gomez
Art

Mariam Betlemidze
Communication Studies



Welcome Our TT Faculty

Julie Taylor

Communication Studies
Jason Magabo Perez

English



Welcome Our TT Faculty

Jason Mann

Theatre Arts



Welcome our Visiting Faculty

Zala Volcic

Communication Studies

Donavon Gray
Music



Welcome Our Visiting Faculty

Leslie Leighton
Music



Student Success



CSUSB Graduation Initiative 2025



CAL Graduation Rates

4 years                       13%

6 years 51%

Time to Degree

FTF 5.3 years

Transfer 3.4 years



CAL Advising: Sara DeMoss



Challenge: How do we improve our rates? 
How to enhance faculty + professional advising?

Suggestion:

•In class, every faculty member will dedicate 20 minutes (2x) per quarter to find 
out how their students are doing and how they are progressing toward their 
degree:

• How are you?

• How’s your quarter going? 

• Have you seen an advisor?

• Do you know for a fact that you’re on track to graduate?

• Are you aware of all the resources available to you? Including Psychological and Health 

services?

Suggestion:

• Schedule office hour appointments with individual or small groups of students



Student Resources



Q2S Conversion: This is not just an 
opportunity; it’s a GIFT

• Emerging Values in the College: 
 Interdisciplinarity
 Team-teaching
 Project-based learning

• NOTE: We need to streamline 
the curriculum.



CAL and Jack H. Brown                                                              
College of Business & Public Administration 



Dean’s Mini-Grant Recipients:              
Project-Based Learning



Dean’s Fellow: Assessment

Jo Anna Grant



CAL Website:
Job Listing for Arts and Letters Majors



CAL Website: 
Scholarship Opportunities



1 out of 10 CSU Students…

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-cal-state-
homelessness-20160620-snap-story.html

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-cal-state-homelessness-20160620-snap-story.html


Faculty & Staff Success



Newsletter



Dean’s Fellow: Faculty Research

Luz Elena Ramirez



Save the date: 
Fall Faculty Colloquium - TBA



CAL and College of Social and Behavioral Sciences              
Faculty Leadership Program



College Website



CAL Website: Faculty Section



What does
Administrative Support Coordinator do:

• Similar to an office manager
• Offer support to the chair, faculty, staff and students
• Typical duties include:

 Procurement
 Schedule build (hiring of part-time instructors/teaching associates)
 Student enrollment
 Travel
 Budget – knowing the different funds, balances and rules (state and auxiliary)
 Faculty recruitment
 Event planning
 Duplicating requests
 Student assistant/graduate assistant hiring

NOTE:  Your ASC is the person you should contact with questions on the topics above 
but may not necessarily be the person who ultimately handles the task.



Congratulations, Julie!

Senior Director of Development



Development
CAL Development raised $517,500 

230% of goal of $225,000





Let’s Create Community:

Participate
Engage

Be Informed 



Brown Bags with the Dean: 
Fall Quarter Dates

Staff: Tuesday, October 11 

Faculty: Tuesday, November 1

Students: Thursday, November 10

To take place in UH 237 from 12-1 PM



College of Arts & Letters Dean’s Office
Budget:

Michelle Fuller
Administrative Analyst

Felipe Jimenez
Administrative Support Coordinator

Dean’s Office:

Martha Diazgranados
Assistant to the Dean

Diana De La Cruz
Administrative Support Coordinator

Fineze Duenez
Administrative Support Assistant 

Development: 

Julie Nichols

Development Director

Alicia Corral
Development Associate

Administrators:

Dr. Terry Ballman

Dean

Dr. Rueyling Chuang

Interim Associate Dean 

Technology Support:

Ken Han

Information Technology Consultant

You Li

Information Technology Consultant

Rigoberto Solorio

Information Technology Consultant




