Natural Sciences Chairs Council

February 24, 2016

1:00pm – 2:51pm, BI-104

In Attendance: P. Williams, B. Stanley, M. Schultz, K. Voigt, T. Rizzo, C. Stanton, S. McGill, P. Dixon, L. Woodney, R. Smith, L. Lewis

1) Approval of minutes for February 10, 2016 – Approved as distributed 

2) Informational Items:
a. Announcements by Chairs
· Dr. McGill announced that they are in negotiations with a candidate 

· Dr. Stanton reported that 4 visitors will be coming to campus for two vacant positions.

· Dr. Rizzo announced that they have a candidate coming to campus tomorrow.

· Dr. Voigt reported that they are still looking at applicant files

· Dr. Schultz reported that they are moving forward with campus visits and that the faculty senate has given final approval for the 180 unit curriculum. 

· Dr. Stanley reported that they lost their first and second choice candidates and they are in negotiations with their third candidate.
b. Announcements from administration

· Faculty-in-Residence at CSUSB: Dr. Williams announced a new program that will go into effect in fall, 2016. It involves a one year commitment from a faculty member to live in a CSUSB dorm among the students. More information will be forthcoming.
· Q2S: Dr. Williams gave the group a heads up that the provost will be requesting information from the college and each department regarding the Q2S conversion. A brief discussion followed.

3) Discussion Items:
a. Honors Program – (Laura Woodney) Dr. Woodney is on the Honors Task Force and reported the following:

i. The task force has been asked to look at the current honors program and to then come up with an ideal program with an end goal.

ii. The task force consists of 17 faculty representing each college, 2 librarians, 8 staff and 7 students.

iii. They are working to identify a mission statement and outcomes.

iv. Looking to design integrative curriculum and co-curriculum and to integrate them with GE package. 

v. Separate cohort of honors GE sections

vi. In the new dorms, there will be a floor designated for honor students. 

vii. Multi-year service component

viii. The new design will accept transfer students into the honors program

ix. New program design should be rolling out with the conversion to semesters.

Dr. Woodney then answered questions that the chairs had.

b. Cayuse 424 System (Rachel Weiss) – Ms. Weiss gave a demonstration on how to log into and navigate through the Cayuse 424 System for Sponsored Programs. She also reported the following:
i.       All faculty and administrators have access to the system.
ii.       The system has an IRB component.
iii.       Faculty can look up grant opportunities.
iv.       Faculty can manage/maintain their profiles and bio sketches.
v.       Explained the approval routing process of grant proposals
vi.       This system will replace the PIFs that are circulated in hard copy.
       Ms. Weiss then answered questions that the chairs had.
c. Supplemental Instruction (SI) (Qiana Wallace) – Ms. Wallace, Assistant Dean in Undergraduate Studies spoke to the chairs about the SI Program. SI is a program that is evidenced-based and peer led. SI leaders attend the at risk courses with students and then facilitates a 1 hour open session/discussion for students that need extra help understanding the course content. The program is looking to hire SI leaders for courses and would like to work collaboratively with departments.  If any faculty are interested in offering SI in their course, contact Ms. Wallace at qwallace@csusb.edu. Ms. Wallace then answered questions that the chairs had.

d. Student Success Collaborative (SSC) (Amanda Salazar and Erika Hernandez) – Amanda and Erika gave a demonstration of the new advising software, SSC that is being rolled out across campus to track students’ advising through their years here at CSUSB. They also handed out a flyer showing information about the software and training dates for faculty advisors and department chairs. Faculty are encouraged to sign-up for training. Amanda and Erika then answered questions that the chairs had.

e. Scheduling update (Dr. Williams) – Dr. Williams reported the following:

i. As of today, the college is at 74% of target. 

ii. Next Wednesday, March 2nd at 1:00pm, there will be a large lecture room meeting for fall schedule. 

iii. Fall 2016 schedule build is March 7th – 28th. He hopes to send out schedule build materials next week.

iv. Handed out sheet of proposed targets for fall. He asked the chairs to look over the proposed numbers and get back to him with any requested changes by March 2nd.
f. Development update – (Kevin) No report. 

g. Peace Garden – Dr. Williams passed around the architect plans for the peace garden. There was a brief discussion and Dr. Williams asked that any comments or suggestions be sent to him by March 1st.

4) Other: 
 
