Natural Sciences Council of Chairs Meeting
February 18, 2013
1:00-2:22 p.m., BI-104

1. Approval of minutes for February 4, 2013 – approved as distributed.
2. Informational Items

a. Announcement by chairs:

· Dr. Smith: He reported that the Chancellor’s Office said it is now legal to drive a 12-passenger van with a Class C license.
b. Announcements from the administration:

· Memo regarding faculty equity: The dean reported that she forwarded a memo to chairs from the chancellor’s office which indicated that the “…CSU will commit to implementing in full the provision of Articles 31.1.11 to 31.1.13 of the CBS system wide on July 1, 2013, provided that the CSU receives the level of state appropriations that have been proposed in the Governor’s January Budget”.  This memo may be disseminated to faculty members.
· Scholarship opportunities: LeShay sent an email (on February 13, 2013) to departments regarding scholarship opportunities for their students. 
· Academic Program Review: The faculty senate passed the academic program review and it was sent out to the chairs.
· Course Bulletin: The dean reported that a decision has been made to move to an online bulletin of courses. No additional information is available at this time.
· Evacuation exercise: There will be an evacuation exercise on campus on February 27, 2013.
· Norovirus/Flu PowerPoint: The dean sent a slideshow to the chairs to share with their faculty to educate faculty and staff on the norovirus/flu. Dr. Georgiou reported that there are no known cases of norovirus on campus thus far. 
· Seminar opportunity: The Aspen Institute and Association of American Colleges and Universities are inviting nominations of outstanding faculty to attend the 2013 Wye Faculty Seminar on Citizenship in the American and Global Polity.
· Faculty hearing panel: The dean reminded the chairs that the deadline to submit faculty names to Michael Clarke is March 1, 2013. 
· Programs at 180 units: The dean reminded the chairs that they need to submit their paperwork to Dr. Georgiou regarding their programs that are over 180 units. A brief discussion followed.
3. Action Items: None
4. Discussion Items:  

a. Scheduling – Dr. Georgiou
· Fall 2013: Dr. Georgiou reported that we are in the second week of schedule build. Rooms are still allocated to specific departments only until Monday. In two weeks, the rooms will open up for the whole campus to use.  A discussion followed.
· Spring 2013: Dr. Georgiou handed out a spreadsheet on proposed revised targets for the spring 2013 quarter and added a reminder that targets now include FTES from the Palm Desert Campus. He proposed that the new spring 2013 target for each department be 93% of the actual FTES generated by the department in spring 2012. A discussion followed. Please send Dr. Georgiou any questions/comments you have on the proposed spring 2013 targets.
b. Development update: Ms. Hunt reported that she is working with the chemistry department to obtain funding for some equipment. She is also working on sponsorships for the DisAbility Sports Festival. She reported that the Phase II Keck proposal was submitted last week and a conference call is scheduled for March 7, 2013. A new fund, Friends of the Observatory has been established. Ms. Hunt is also seeking funding requests from the departments for 2013-14. Please send your requests to her no later than March 8, 2013.
c. Summer Money: The dean went over a spreadsheet that showed the allocations to each department. She gave an explanation as to why the chairs stipends are far less this year than in previous years. She also stated that the revenue generated in 2012 was lower than it was in previous years, so an adjustment was made. A discussion followed. 
d. Equipment requests: The dean reported that although she does not have all of the equipment requests, she is fairly confident that almost all of the requests that have been submitted will be approved.
e. Winter augmentation: The dean went over the allocations for the winter augmentation for the departments. She also suggested that she may give out future augmentations at the beginning of the year instead of each quarter. She asked the chairs for their thoughts on her idea.
f. CNS “Top 10” List: The dean created a provisional CNS top 10 list based on the requests submitted by the departments. She shared the list she submitted and then discussed the data with the chairs. A discussion followed.
g. Grad check procedure: It was brought to the dean’s attention that there is a new grad check procedure in place that wasn’t communicated to the chairs and advisers. She asked the chairs if they were aware of the change and what their thoughts are. For those who weren’t aware of the new procedure, Dr. Smith explained it to them. Dr. Rizzo was aware of the situation and has already set up a meeting with Grace Dempsey regarding the issue. He said he will share the outcome of his meeting with the dean and the department chairs. Lory will email the updated grad check form to the chairs for their perusal. A discussion followed.
5. Other – Transfer Day: Transfer day is Saturday, February 23, 2013. The chairs requested that Dr. Lindfelt send out a list of expected attendees so they can be prepared.  Dr. Lindfelt stated that he will send the final list on Wednesday, February 20, 2013.
