Natural Sciences Chairs Council

Minutes of the Meeting of December 7, 2009

1:00-2:25 p.m., BI 104

Priorities for the Year: 

Projects Supported by Council of Chairs: Develop a strategic plan for the college, develop the Natural Sciences Museum, external funding for the Peer Advising Center, increase grant activity, invest in service contracts, A/C in the PE building, peer advisor posters to circulate in classes and to post outside of the departments, and update the College website.
Projects to be worked on by Council of Chairs:  recruiting CD for the college and departments, increase international exchanges, increase student research opportunities with faculty, initiate the Scherba lecture series, formalize the scholarship and internship process for the College.
Approval of minutes for November 16, 2009.  The minutes were approved as distributed.
Informational Items
1. Announcements by Chairs.  
Cindy – Cindy handed out a summary of the last SOAR meeting she attended. She went over the summary and the dates for the summer orientation. The sessions will be from 9:45am to 12:00pm. A discussion followed.
Paul V. – There is a group of nursing faculty from Korea visiting this week.
2. Announcements from Administration
a. Winter Furlough requests – The dean is working though the requests and he is notifying the faculty and chair if there are any discrepancies on the form that need revisions.
b. H1N1 Inoculations – The Health Center is offering vaccinations for CSUSB students from 9am-3pm until December 23rd. Please announce this to your students.
c. Scholarship software – The university has purchased software that matches students to available scholarships. Students can now apply online by logging in to MyCoyote. Online applications are now being accepted through February 5, 2010.
d. Enrollment Management – Students that are currently on probation or under contract with Academic Services that have not fulfilled their obligation will now be dismissed from the university. The dean requested that the chairs urge their faculty to get their grades turned in on time to facilitate this process. 
i. As of November 30th, we are oversubscribed with applications for admissions. The Chancellor’s Office is open to looking at applications for impacting the campus. 
ii. President Karnig is considering moving remediation to summer session. 
iii. President Karnig is considering that students must maintain continuous enrollment or have an official leave of absence on file with Academic Services or they will be dismissed from the university.

iv. Several students have complained about not being able to get into necessary classes, and President Karnig wants to add GE courses for the winter. The cost of the additional classes will be covered and the increased FTEs will not count toward our target. If any of the departments would like to add additional classes, contact the dean as soon as possible.

Action Items: Move approval of the Strategic Plan for the College of Natural Sciences- Peter W., Dave M., Ted C. – A few more suggested revisions were made. The chairs voted and the strategic plan was passed as amended.
Discussion Items:
1. Scheduling Update - John

a. Winter.  The college is currently at 94% of target.
b. Spring – The schedule has gone to print.
c. Summer – John will send out the schedule build information as soon as he receives it electronically from CEL.
2. Summer Session – Jim Stretch (CEL). Jim handed out a packet giving an overview of the summer session including a draft timeline leading up to the summer. He also went over the faculty pay, scheduling courses and the fee structure for the students. The departments will build the schedule which starts on December 14th. The faculty will not receive non-instructional stipends this summer. A discussion followed, and Jim answered questions that the chairs had. 
3. Graduation plans – Lory. Commencement is on Saturday at 2pm. Faculty that are participating should meet in the old dance studio by 1 pm.
4. Committee Reports.  
a. Science major for middle school teachers – (Dave P.) The committee met and decided that there isn’t enough interest to initiate a new major. They will develop a list of suggested courses to take that will better prepare them for two CSET exams the student has to pass to earn this specific credential.
b. Pre-professional major – (Ted) The committee met and concluded that there is a need for more assertive advising to steer the pre-professional majors into majors that will move them forward toward completing a degree. A discussion followed. The committee plans to gather some data and meet again.
5. Summer distribution. (see attachment). The dean went over the allocations, and Renee will transfer the funds this week.
6. Equipment purchases (see attachment)  A new list of approved items was distributed. The departments can begin ordering the approved items.
7. Discussion on policy for faculty member arriving late to class. 
a. 15-20 minutes was plenty of time to wait – Tabled until the next meeting
8. Construction Projects - John
a. Observatory.  Tabled
b. Garden near pool and fitness center.  Tabled
c. Nursing laboratory addition.  Tabled
d. PE Building air-conditioning.  Tabled
e. PE Restrooms Remodel. Tabled
