Natural Sciences Chairs Council

October 13, 2008
1:00-2:32 BI 104

Meeting Minutes

Priorities for the Year: 
Projects Supported by Council of Chairs:   A/C in the PE building, peer advisor posters to circulate in classes and to post outside of the departments, and potable water for the BI and PS buildings, and update the College website.

Projects to be worked on by Council of Chairs:  recruiting CD for the college and departments, increase international exchanges, increase external grant activity, increase student research opportunities with faculty, open part of the museum, initiate the Scherba lecture series, formalize the scholarship and internship process for the College, seek to establish equipment service contracts.
Approval of minutes for September 29, 2008.  The Minutes were approved as distributed.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs.  

· Terry – There were 125 participants and over 100 volunteers at the Sports Disability Festival on Saturday. The event was a great success.
· Alan –There will be a meeting at the end of the month regarding undergraduate research. Submit any self studies to Jeff Thompson by Friday.  
· Lynne – The Department of Nursing needs one (1) tenured faculty member to volunteer for their recruiting committee.
2. Announcements from Administration
· CSUSB Open House – The university will be hosting an open house for new students on Saturday, October 25th from 9am to 1pm. Chairs need to send the name(s) of their department representative to Cindy as soon as possible. 
· Conversion from Office 2003 to 2007 – The chairs agreed that the conversion should take place. The departments can move forward with the conversion. The Dean requested that the conversion be complete by the start of January.
· Grand re-opening of the BI and PS buildings – The grand re-opening will be held on November 6th from 3-4pm. 
· Presidential Scholar Banquet – The banquet will be held on November 5th at 6:00pm.
Action Items: 

1.


Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Fall – Census is October 15th. Make sure all students in your classes are enrolled. Be sure to input all instructors into the system by Wednesday.
b. Winter – No comments
c. Spring – Schedule build is October 20th through November 26th
2.         CNS Christmas Cards – Ada came in and suggested that the college do a group photo for this year’s Christmas card that is sent out.  The idea was supported, so the tentative date will be Wednesday, November 19th.  
3.
Budget for 2008 – The Dean handed out an attachment with baseline and one-time funding for this year. He went over it in detail with the chairs and a discussion followed.
4.
Doctoral study opportunities through the CSU – Alan passed out materials for the Sally Cassanova pre-doctoral study program through the CSU. The program provides financial support for the students to attend meetings and an internship in the summer. The chairs were encouraged to get the word out to students. Juniors will apply in the winter quarter and receive award notification in the spring. During their senior year, the student will travel to various schools and then d an internship in the summer after they graduate. There was a discussion that followed.

5.
Construction Projects:

a. BI and PS Buildings – Water is still a problem, and it appears that priority is being given to COE. The punch list for the PS building is being worked on by the contractor, CPDC and Facilities Services.
b. New Nursing Building – Lynne has the final plans and is reviewing them.
c. Observatory – It looks like the cost has been brought down close to the $3 million mark and hopefully it will be presented to the Board of Trustees by March, 2009.

