Natural Sciences Chairs Council

January 26, 2009
1:00-2:01 BI 104

Meeting Minutes

Priorities for the Year: 
Projects Supported by Council of Chairs:   A/C in the PE building, peer advisor posters to circulate in classes and to post outside of the departments, and potable water for the BI and PS buildings, and update the College website.

Projects to be worked on by Council of Chairs:  recruiting CD for the college and departments, increase international exchanges, increase external grant activity, increase student research opportunities with faculty, open part of the museum, initiate the Scherba lecture series, formalize the scholarship and internship process for the College, seek to establish equipment service contracts.
Approval of minutes for January 12, 2009.  The Minutes were approved as distributed.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs.  

· Peter – Rollie Trapp and Joe Chavez received a REU from the NSF for a third time.

· Terry - Terry thanked John Craig for his assistance in getting the lab fees in kinesiology classes increased. The increase will be effective in summer, 2009.
2. Announcements from Administration
· Report on HSCI students – Robert LaChausse gave a report at Admin. Council about the health practices of CSUSB students. The report identified many areas for improvement and a discussion ensued about adding a GE course for wellness and stress management. Terry stated that there is already a curriculum proposal in the pipeline for a stress management class to be offered by kinesiology. He will check the status of the curriculum change and report back to the dean.
· Student retention – President Karnig would like a report from the deans as to what steps the departments are taking to increase the retention of CSUSB students. The dean would like the chairs to send him a list by Friday.
· The Alliance for Education – County of San Bernardino Schools are heading up a program in which CSUSB faculty are being invited to assess the effectiveness of current programs that the county is offering in the schools to improve the quality of instruction. If any faculty are interested in helping, please contact the dean. 
· Cal Grants  – The State of California nay not be able to honor the cal grants for the spring quarter. There are approximately 2,000 students who will be affected by this cut and student loans will be offered to them.
· Summer 2008 Allocation – The provost is tentatively giving the college an allocation of $123k for the 2008 summer. The dean will divide it up and have Renee transfer the money to the departments.
Action Items: 

1.


Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Winter – John will distribute the numbers tomorrow 
b. Spring – The printed schedule will be available on February 5th and priority registration begins on February 16th.
c. Summer – Schedule build goes until January 30th.

d. Fall 2009 – Schedule build will begin on February 16th. Please give John a list of medium sized classroom (60-120) needs by next week.
2.         Prerequisite listing in PeopleSoft for checking–
a. CHEM 222a does not have prerequisites coded

b. MATH 213 is coded incorrectly, few prerequisites

c. HSCI has no prerequisites

The dean said he will meet with Dwan Ford and request that ALL prerequisites are monitored for every department except biology and nursing, departments that have already met with Dwan. The dean will ask Dwan to make a list of prerequisites available to each department for the chair to review for accuracy.
3.
Equipment requests for 2008-09 – $237,011 ($18,716 spent)
a. Maple Software License Renewal – Math

b. DNS Server – Math

c. Monark Exercise Bikes – Kinesiology

The above items have been approved by the provost as being essential to the department and can be purchased. If any other departments can show that their equipment is essential, please forward the requests to the dean.
4.
Budgetary reduction status – There is not much change. The dean met with some of the chairs this morning regarding GE courses and he cautioned that although the chairs can take their portion of the cut however they choose, to also keep in mind how the cutting of some courses could affect other departments. If a chair needs to cut a course that affects another department, the dean wants to be involved in the decision making. The dean advised that as much as possible to take cuts without affecting enrollments too much. He advised to cut sections without significant reduction in the number of seats.
5.
Transfer Day – February 21 – 9:30-12:30, Santos Manuel Event Center

a. Welcome Table 9:00-9:30 – Cindy needs the names of faculty who will be at the welcome table. Peer advisors will also be at the welcome table.

b. Meeting 9:55-11:40 (workshop of their 
major/college given by you or a designated faculty representative, share with students specific information on the majors in your college such as: course requirements, class structure, and career and internship opportunities.) Cindy would like the names of faculty doing presentations as soon as possible. She will check on the meeting time and get back to the chairs. If the time slot remains long, the dean will give a 40 minute presentation and then send the students to the departments. If the time slot is lessened, the students will go with the department representatives. Cindy also requested that if anyone wishes to have a specific room to notify her as soon as possible. (Note: time slot is reduced to 9:55-10:40.)
6
Construction Projects:

a. Observatory – This project is going before the Board of Trustees for approval tomorrow, January 27th. If all proceeds as planned, the bid could go out in March and construction can begin in late April to early May.
b. BI and PS buildings – John reported that the water problems in both buildings as well as COE and Palm Desert are still not solved.

