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II.  Executive Summary
Orange County Coastkeepers is a non profit organization that focuses on protecting the
region's water resources by working with diverse groups to achieve sustainable water
resources for the region. Orange County Coastkeeper(Coastkeepers) focuses on
restoration, advocacy, education, research, sustainability, and enforcement.
Throughout the internship | was able to work on several projects exposed me to an
array of issues and programs in the environmental sector. An important component
during my time in Coastkeeper was Advocacy. Advocacy was a big theme because the
board meetings for the issue of a permit to Huntington Beach Poseidon Desalination
Plant was occurring. | attended the board meetings for the desalination plant and
researched advocacy efforts for the Lake Elsinore Advance Pump Storage Nevada
Hydro projects. | advocated against the Pump Storage by writing comment letters to the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commision.
| was able to obtain field experience in the area of restoration through the Cleveland
National Forest Water Monitoring Project. Research was a large component of my
internship as | read and researched environmental impact reports regarding certain

water related projects, and performed Marine Protected Area watch.
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Project Objectives

The objective of the internship was to obtain exposure to environmental issues by
participating in field work, attending public meetings, and writing comment letters. | was
able to work on a variety of projects that allowed to me accomplish the internship goals.
Two of the projects | worked on at Coastkeepers were the Cleveland National Forest
Water Monitoring Project and the Huntington Beach Poseidon Desalination Plant. The

projects at Coastkeepers were centered around water quality issues.

The Cleveland National Forest Project provided me the opportunity to perform field work
with a hydrologist in the National Cleveland Forest. The objective of the Cleveland
National Forest Water Monitoring project was to determine the damage caused by the
2018 Holy Fire to the upper watershed. Our goal was to document water quality
conditions at trabuco creek. The Huntington Beach Desalination Plant project allowed
me the opportunity to attend public meetings and write a comment letter. The objective
of my participation in the Desalination Plant project was to learn about advocacy efforts

and to increase environmental awareness.
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Project Approach

Throughout the internship at Orange County Coastkeepers | was able to work on
various specific projects that were occuring during my internship period. For example,
when | first started the internship, the National Cleveland Project had just started. | was
able to see the progression of the project from the start. | was able to acquire a
volunteer list for field work and learned about the water monitoring protocols.
Ontherhand, the Poseidon Desalination Plant project has been on ongoing project and
is in the stage of seeking a permit for Poseidon's water intake and discharge from the

Regional Water Board.

For the Huntington Beach Poseidon Desalination Plant project | assisted several water
board meetings and a Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board meeting. |
conducted research and wrote a letter opposing the desalination plant to the Regional
Water Board based on the implications the desalination plant would have to the

environment and the community.

The National Cleveland Project was achieved by working alongside a hydrologist who
trained us on the water monitoring protocols needed to obtain quality data. The
monitoring protocols consisted of stream profiles, cross sections, and pebble counts.
For the project, | went with a group of volunteers and a hydrologist from the Cleveland
National Forest to Trabuco Creek. During the field work, we collected data on the

stream.
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Project Outcomes:

The projects | was able to work on during my internship at Orange County
Coastkeepers improved my research skills and showed me the importance of advocacy
and public policy. | was able to learn how to conduct research, perform field work, work

with the public, and write comment letters regarding environmental problems.

The National Cleveland Forest Project still has not been completed. There are some
locations in the trabuco creek that data has not been collected for. The Forest project
allowed me to obtain field work experience with a professional hydrologist. | learned
about the importance of water quality in our watersheds.

The Huntington Beach Desalination Plant project is awaiting the permit vote from the
Regional Water Board. The vote for the permit will occur on April 3, 2020. The

desalination project showed me the importance of public hearings and environmental

policy.
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Conclusions:

Interning at Orange County Coastkeepers was an amazing learning opportunity. | was
able to learn about the importance of water policy, the Federal Clean Water act, and
about various environmental programs. | was able to learn about environmental

problems and environmental programs in my watershed that affect the residents.

| really appreciate the experience | obtained from this internship and the individuals |
was able to meet. | am grateful for the knowledge and advice | gained throughout the
internship. | was able to contribute to research and participate in educational projects
that have taught me valuable skills. | was able to meet the goals set by my advisor in
researching and understanding the Clean Water Act, Porter-Cologne Water Act, Marine
Life Protection Act, MPA watch, and Ocean Desalination. This internship has allowed

me to obtain a better understanding of the opportunities in the environmental sector.
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Appendices:

Figure 1. Volunteers measuring the Trabuco creek longitudinal profile in the Cleveland

National Forest.



Ascon Landfill

® In 2003 the State of California and

responsible parties entered a Consent Order

for the site's cleanup.

Since 2003 there has been four ma

remedial work efforts:
Emergency Action Plan (2005 - 2006)
Interim Removal Measure (2010 - 2011)
Lagoon 5 Solidification and Oil Well
abandonment (2017 -2018)
Final remedy of the Ascon landfill (2019

2020)

Department of Toxic Substance Control
(DTSC) was assigned by the state to
oversee the cleanup site.

Emergency hotline is available 24/7 to
answer any questions or concerns
Athird party technical advisor has been
established

con landill is a 38 acre property
ted in Huntington Beach at the

of Hamilton Ave an

Magnolia St

Site was uflized as a hazardous wa:
disposal facility from 1938 through
1984,

Site has remained commercially
closed to the public since 1984.

Site consists of five waste lagoons and
six oil wells

Final remedy of the Ascon landfillsite
estimated 18 month cleanup proj

Ascon landfill received a conditional permit to
remove up to 32,250 cubic yards of
contaminated materials from the site.

Work commenced on January 2019 and is
expected to continue through 2020

The remaining waste will be covered with
drought tolerant vegetation and two stormwater
detention basins will be added

COMMUNITY U PD

Work was temporarily s

on June 6,2019.

A16-foot tall barrier fenc
installed once permits are

obtained

Airmonitoring is being conducted

24/7 as of June 3,2019.

A dlay crust has been placed oy

contaminated soil in excavated

areas to control odor and dust
ontamination.
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The lagoons were
brines, drilling oils, and petroleum-
1010 20 feet above the surrounding street to account for

April, Huntington Beach
ts began

chemical fumes and dust fron
cleanup.
The Huntington Beach resider
rk be suspended until additional
are implemented o reduce odors

https:/www.latime:

a conandfill-2
0180926-story html

Figure 2. A presentation | created that provided an explanation and update on the

Ascon Landfill located in Huntington Beach, CA.



