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Using E-Books 

 

 
Effectively working with e-books requires awareness of three characteristics of the book: 
ownership, users, access. 
 

Finding E-Books 
 

Use OneSearch> Books & Media (CSUSB) to find items 
available at CSUSB.  
 
You can then limit to both books and available online.  
 

Understanding User Limits 
 
Most frequently, you will see books with 1 simultaneous user (SU), 3 
SU, unlimited, and some variations. If you exceed that number (you are 
the second person with 1 SU allowed), you will not be able to enter the 
book and read/download from it. 
 

Understanding Downloading Versus Read Only 
 
Most e-books allow downloading at the chapter level. There are often 
limits on how many PDF pages allowed every 24 hours. Others have no 
limits to daily PDF downloads. A few, however, allow only reading and 
have no PDF download option.  
 

Owning Versus Subcribing 
 
Some e-books the library has purchased; these titles will never 
disappear. However, other titles are available only through a subscription service or a pilot 
program. These items may disapppear without notice at any time.  
 

Examples 
 

• Forensic psychology Crighton [2nd edition] (access, unlimited, PDF)  

• Black feminist thought Collins (owned, unlimited, PDF) 

• Personality psychology student-centered approach (owned, 1 SU, PDF) 

• Influence the psychology of persuasion Cialdini (access, unlimited, read only) 

• Mindfulness and psychotherapy Germer (owned, 3 SU, PDF) 

• Actor’s secret Polatin (owned, 1 SU,read only) 
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