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The purpose of the Correctional and Alternative Education Program is to help develop an army of change agents to
improve and consolidate the delivery of educational services for marginalized students—drop outs, “push outs,” and
confined learners. The traditional outcomes of education have been knowledge, skills and attitudes in that priority order,
but our goal is to reverse those priorities: attitudes, skills, and knowledge.

ADMISSION TO THE PROGRAM

In addition to the general requirements of the
university, specific requirements for admission to
classified status follow:

1. A valid teaching credential or teaching
experience;

2. A cumulative grade point average of 3.0 ("B")
in all courses taken in education;

3. Completion of the graduate entrance writing
requirement;

4. Three letters of recommendation, one from
the school where the candidate has most
recently taught or is currently teaching, to be
evaluated by faculty members in the program.

Students who do not meet these criteria may be
admitted as conditionally classified graduate students.
No more than 20 quarter units may be used to
demonstrate fitness to complete the program (to move
from conditional to classified status).

ADVANCEMENT TO CANDIDACY
In order to be advanced to candidacy a student must
have the following:

1. Achieved classified standing;

2. Completed with a grade point average of 3.0

("B"), at least 16 quarter units of applicable
course work in graduate standing, at least 12
of which have been taken at this campus and
approved by an advisor in the College of
Education;
Note: Between the time of completing 15 and
23 units of applicable course work the student
is required to apply for advancement to
candidacy.

3. Satisfactorily completed EDCA 614 and
EDUC 603;

4. Secured approval of candidacy from the
College of Education;

5. Filed an approved graduate program for
completion of the degree. This must be
prepared in consultation with an advisor in the
College of Education and approved by the
program coordinator.

REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION

1. A minimum of 48 quarter units of acceptable
graduate level work, with a minimum of 35
completed in residence at this university;

2. A minimum of 23 units taken after the student has
been advanced to candidacy for the degree;

3. A grade point average of 3.0 ("B") in course work
taken to satisfy the Master of Arts degree
requirements and grades of "C" (2.0) or better in all
courses in the program,;

4. The graduation writing requirement is met upon
successful completion the Master's Degree
Thesis/Project;

5. Successful completion of one of the following two
tracks:

Track A. Master's Thesis/Project (8)
1. EDUC 600 Master's Degree Project
2. Four units of electives.

The purpose of the thesis/project is twofold.
First, it demonstrates that the student has adopted a
research agenda consistent with the needs of both the
professional community and the researcher or scholar.
Second, it demonstrates willingness and ability to
direct one's effort to completion of a salient initiative.

A satisfactory thesis/project is one which reflects
original works and shows a level of competence
appropriate for a master's degree. A thesis/project can
be reported in the form of a paper and/or through other
media. Students who plan to go on to doctoral studies
are encouraged to discuss the thesis/project option
with their advisor.

A thesis/project will be planned in consultation with
the student’s advisor and one other professor in the
College of Education and submitted in an approved
format. Further information is available from the
College of Education regarding the approved format.
Students who choose the thesis/project option must
enroll in four units in the elective category
with approval of an advisor.
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Track B. Comprehensive Examination
1. EDCA 999. Comprehensive Examination (0)

2. Eight units of electives.

The written comprehensive examination is
designed to test the student's knowledge in the
field of correctional and alternative education.
Students may take the examination twice.
Students who choose the comprehensive
examination option must successfully complete
eight units in the electives category with approval
of an advisor;

7. The graduation writing requirement is met upon
successful completion of EDUC 600 or EDCA
999.

A minimum of 26 units in courses numbered 600
or above must be included in the graduate program.
The program may not include more than 13 quarter
units in approved extension and transfer courses
from other colleges or universities. California State
University, San Bernardino will not consider for
transfer credit course work from an institution which
will not accept that work in its own advanced degree
program. Any additional general requirements not
cited above are listed on the Bulletin of Courses.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS (48 UNITS)
Education Core Courses (12 units)
1. EDUC 603. Effective Communication in
Education (4)
2. EDUC 605. Foundations of Education (4)
3. EDUC 607. Introduction to Educational
Research (4)
Correctional and Alternative Education Core (16 units)
1. EDCA 614. Foundations of Institutional
Education: History and Literature (4)
2. EDCA 616. Teaching the Institutional Student (4)
3. EDCA 618. Social and Cultural Dynamics of
Institutional Education (4)
4. EDCA 620. Educational Change in Institutional
Settings (4)

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

Graduate Admissions (909) 537-5188

Masters & Advanced Credentials (909) 537-5293
Department of Ed. Psychology & Counseling
(909) 537-5606

Financial Aid (909) 537-5227

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS (cont’'d)

Electives (12 units)
Twelve units in the student's area of specialization,
chosen in consultation with advisor.

Culminating Experience (8 units)

Student must take one of the following two tracks:

Track A. Master's Thesis/Project option

1. EDUC 600. Master's Degree Project (4 )

2. Four units of electives chosen from the list below:

EDCA 628. Special Education in Correctional

Institutions (4)
Alternative and Correctional
Education (4)
Career and Vocational Education in
Correctional Institutions (4)
Correctional Education
Leadership (4)
Pedagogy and Andragogy in
Correctional Institutions (4)
Organization of Correctional and
Alternative Education Service
Delivery (4)
Literacy Instruction in Adult
Confinement Institutions (4)
Library Services for Alternative and
Correctional Students (4)
Pre- and Post-Release Transitions
for Correctional Students (4)
Comparative Correctional
Education (4)
Special Topics in Correctional and
Alternative Education (4)

EDCA 630.
EDCA 632.
EDCA 634.
EDCA 636.

EDCA 638.

EDCA 640.
EDCA 642.
EDCA 644.
EDCA 646.
EDCA 684.
Track B: Comprehensive Examination Option

1. EDCA 999. Comprehensive Examination (0)
2. Eight units of electives chosen from the list above.

Email: Dr. Thom Gehring
Dr. Carolyn Eggleston

tgehring@csusb.edu
egglesto@csusb.edu

Center for the Study of Correctional Education
Website: www.csusb.edu/coe/programs/correctional_ed
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