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The Community Water Internship is supported through 
SAWPA’s Disadvantaged Communities Involvement (DCI) 

Program and Proposition 1 funding from the California 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) 

This internship took place at the Chino Basin Water 
Conservation District’s Waterwise Community Center 

in Montclair, under the supervision of the Conservation 
Programs Manager, Scott Kleinrock.
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Executive Summary 
 The Chino Basin Water Conservation District (CBWCD) has partnered with 
Valley View High School’s Career Technical Education (CTE) program to implement 
a Native Landscape Design course. My project was to create some helpful assets 
that would make this course possible and also serve as useful resources for the DIY 
programs at the CBWCD Waterwise Community Center. 

Project Objectives
	 The	first	main	goal	of	this	project	was	to	create	a	database	of	drought-tolerant	
and native plant images that had been clipped out, touched up and ready to use for 
a computer landscape design program (pg.4). The next goal was to create a basic, 
beginner how-to guide for native landscape design. This guide will be used in the 
Valley High School course as well as at the Waterwise Community Center for residents 
interested in converting their yard to a native landscape (pg.5). I also assisted in 
creating some other visual resources for the DIY programs through the CBWCD (pg.9).

Project Approach
	 My	approach	to	achieve	the	first	goal	involved	a	series	of	steps.	First,	I	was	
given a few spreadsheets of native plants that we wanted to include in the database. 
I consolidated the spreadsheets and updated them with the plants’ common names. 
Once	the	spreadsheet	was	refined	to	about	75	plants,	I	collected	high-resolution	images	
of each plant through searches and also took photos of plants out in the demonstration 
garden and Wilderness Park located on site. Once a majority of the images were 
collected	I	would	edit,	clip	out,	and	save	them	as	PNG	files	named	with	the	botanical	
and common name for the plant. 
 The second goal involved quite a bit of research. I utilized the CBWCD 
Waterwsie Community Center library to read up on DIY landscape design, California 
native	plants,	rainwater	harvesting,	and	other	topics	that	I	felt	would	have	beneficial	
information for the how-to guide. I also used some reputable California native plant 
online resources to gather information. I created an in-depth outline that I later thinned 
out myself and with my supervisor to make sure we hit only the key points that we 
wanted to include. A second intern on the project, along with our supervisor, also 
worked on creating a comprehensive introduction for the guide to provide context to 
ensure that the guide was as inclusive as possible for those who were entirely new to 
the idea of native landscape design.
 The other various projects that I worked on during this internship mostly involved 
taking preexisting resources or information and putting them into an easy to use/read 
graphic layout.

Project Outcomes
 I was able to complete the database of native plant PNGs and import them into 
the computer design program that will be utilized by the high school students. The how-
to guide is a 15 page booklet complete with copy, graphics, images, examples, and 
outside resources to reference for further information. There is a printable version and a 
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digital version. So far, around 200 copies have been handed out to various DIY program 
participants	and	community	center	visitors.	CBWCD	also	has	access	to	the	working	file	
in case the need for updates arises in the future. It is currently in the process of being 
translated into Spanish.

Conclusion
 During my time interning at the Chino Basin Water Conservation District I was 
able to create a database of Southern California native plant PNGs for Valley View 
High School’s CTE horticulture program to be utilized in their new native landscape 
design course. I also helped to create and complete a native landscape how-to guide 
for the students of the course, as well as interested visitors of the CBWCD’s Waterwise 
Community	Center.	Each	component	of	this	internship	was	extremely	beneficial	for	my	
future	endeavor	of	becoming	a	landscape	architect.	I	was	able	to	practice	and	refine	
some of my computer program skills that are necessary for landscape design, as well 
as	dive	into	some	very	practical,	technical,	and	crucial	knowledge	about	the	field	I	am	
entering and the positive impact it can have. I gained a greater understanding about 
the	importance	and	benefits	of	landscaping	with	native	plants	in	terms	of	sustainability,	
biodiversity, and low water use, and plan to utilize and spread this knowledge 
throughout my future career. 
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Goal 1 -  
Native/Drought Tolerant Plant PNG Database
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