Departmental Guidelines for 300-Level Analysis Courses
(English 301, 302, 303, 304 A & B Sections)

Catalog Descriptions:
A. Analysis:  “Literary analysis of selected [genre] with special emphasis on how to write about literature.”
B. Analysis and Writing:  “Literary analysis of selected [genre] with special emphasis on how to write about literature, as well as practice in writing [genre].”

Opening Remarks:
These guidelines are intended to help clarify the pedagogical goals of the 300-level literary analysis courses and to provide a basis for ongoing departmental discussion about the nature of those objectives.  In particular, the guidelines aim to facilitate the English department’s stated goal of graduating majors who are “able to analyze, interpret, and compare literary works, and to write about literature in a clear, coherent, literate way that demonstrates a high level of understanding both of a text’s technical merits and of its emotional impact” (Mission and Goals, Goal 2).  Because the 300-level analysis courses are a crucial first step in achieving that goal, these guidelines are designed to: 
a) encourage comparable learning outcomes across a range of sections, approaches, and genres; 
b) maintain quality and consistency without unduly restricting how faculty members design and teach the courses.

Primary Goals:
The primary aim of the 300-level analysis courses should be to provide students with the basic tools of analytical thinking and writing that will form the foundation for further upper-division work in a variety of genres and critical viewpoints.  Specifically, the 300-level courses should focus on familiarizing students with the process of formalist analysis and close reading that serves as the basis for virtually all other critical approaches (e.g., historicist, feminist, cultural studies, etc.).  Indeed, students can be made aware of formalism itself as one theoretical viewpoint among others—possibly by contrasting it with other possibilities—but the lion’s share of class time and energy in the 300-level courses should remain on formalist analysis.  Of course, this attention to analysis and close reading should be linked to the development of analytical writing skills that students will be able to leverage in subsequent course work, both inside and outside the major.  In addition, the “B” sections of the 300-level analysis courses should give students an opportunity to experience creative writing in service to the larger analytical goals of the course.
Course Objectives:
Analysis – Students should be taught the basic techniques and practice of textual analysis.  In broad strokes, this means developing in them the ability to locate specific details within a text (language, images, etc.) and to then “pull out” underlying implications from those details.  The emphasis here should be on enabling students to make their own interesting analytical arguments about a given text, but to do so based on carefully considered textual evidence and implications.
Elements of the Genre – Students should become familiar with the formal elements specific to the course’s target genre so as to better understand its “technical merits.”  In the prose fiction course, for example, elements might include character, setting, plot, point of view, symbols, etc.  In the poetry course, those elements might include diction, form, sound devices, figures of speech, etc.  (Of course, such elements of the genre also constitute one set of “details” to be analyzed.)
Abilities and Knowledge – In their written work, students should develop and refine a number of essential analytical abilities so as to better achieve the “clear, coherent, literate” style described in the department goals.  For example, these might include:  effectively balancing claims and evidence, developing sharp analytical thesis statements, effectively structuring paragraphs, employing smooth transitions, effectively revising drafts, and employing correct MLA citation.
Creative Component [“B” sections only] – Students should be given an opportunity to explore the target genre through practicing writing in that genre Ideally, this creative writing will be used to extend and leverage the analysis-oriented course objectives.

Additional Parameters:
Readings – Options are open here and instructors may choose to use anthologies or individual texts, and include a range of sub-genres.  The 300-level courses are not surveys and need not aim at historical or generic inclusiveness, but the readings should be diverse enough to suggest something of the range of formal, historical, and cultural possibilities within the genre studied.  
Assigned Writing – Options here are likewise very flexible, bearing in mind the “Abilities and Knowledge” objectives described above.  At the same time, writing assignments should reflect the content of the course, focusing on analysis and, in all likelihood, the elements of the genre being studied.  Research papers are usually not appropriate in the 300-level analysis courses because of the focus on formalist analysis and close reading. While "B” sections must include some creative writing instruction, these assignments should be designed to serve the analytical goals of the course.
