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I n t r o d u c t i o n

Over  the  past  two  years ,  the  Santa  Ana  Watershed  Pro ject

Author i ty  has  funded  a  col laborat i ve  pro ject  with  the

Univers i ty  of  Cal i fo rn ia  I r v ine ’s  (UCI )  Department  of

Anthropology ,  among  other  pro ject  partners ,  in  order  to

reth ink  t rad i t iona l  methods  of  water  management .  Dur ing

th is  t ime ,  the  UCI  team  has  gathered  extens ive  research

f rom  in terv iewing  sess ions ,  outs ide  f ie ld  note - tak ing ,  and

conducted  fu r ther  analys i s  of  the  data .  Through  the  Water

Resources  &  Pol ic ies  In i t ia t i ve  (WRPI )  in ternsh ip ,  I  served

as  an  in tern  with  the  UCI  research  team  in  the  Department

of  Anthropology ,  where  I  would  have  respons ib i l i t ies  such

as  analyz ing  data  and  conduct ing  l i te rature  rev iews .  With

th is  in ternsh ip  being  a  part  of  an  academic  ins t i tut ion ,  I ’ve

learned  so  much  about  anthropology  that  extends  beyond

my  c lasses ,  and  f rom  th i s  opportuni ty ,  I ’ve  learned  much

more  about  l i fe  in  genera l .

 

Anthropology  as  a  s tudy  has  grown  s ign i f icant ly  in  the  l as t

century .  Olden  anthropology  had  i t s  researchers  t rave l  to

far  away  dest inat ions  to  s tudy  cul tures  much  di f fe rent

f rom  the i r  own .  Now ,  however ,  cul ture  i s  being  constant ly

reexamined  to  see  how  people  work  with  each  other ,  and

are  shaped  by  the i r  pol icy -making .  In  th i s  in ternsh ip ,  I

learned  jus t  how  appl icable  anthropology  can  be .  From

what  my  professors  and  th i s  in ternsh ip  taught  me ,  i t ’s  that

cu l tures  are  beaut i fu l ,  in format ive ,  in terest ing ,  and

enl ighten ing .  But  with in  these  cul tures  comes  ways  of

rea l l y  th ink ing  about  how  we  can  help  people :  help ing

through  phys ica l l y  see ing  the  problems  and  i s sues . .

page 1



My  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  wr p i  

Before  coming  in to  th i s  pro ject ,  I  didn ’ t

know  exact ly  what  to  expect ,  as ide  f rom  our

superv i sor  te l l ing  me  that  I  wi l l  be  in tern ing

for  a  pro ject  re lated  to  water  i s sues .  I ’m  an

anthropology  major  at  UC  I r v ine  and  so  fa r ,

I ’ve  only  taken  one  c lass  about  the  research

method  of  ethnography .  To  my  surpr i se ,  I

learned  that  i t  i sn ’ t  only  about  going  to  a

faraway  place  and  tak ing  notes  in  my

journa l .  In  rea l i t y ,  i t ’s  about  gett ing  yourse l f

invo lved  in  the  s i te  you ’ re  research ing  and

making  the  fami l ia r ,  unfami l ia r .  Addit iona l l y ,

I  learned  that  ethnography  i s  a  research

method  that ’s  very  versat i le ,  and  how  we

choose  to  gather  and  examine  data  i s  very

f lex ib le  and  accommodat ing .  In  th i s  report ,  I

w i l l  be  showing  jus t  how  much  I ’ve  learned

about  what  i t  means  to  be  an  anthropolog is t

and  how  I ’ l l  be  us ing  my  knowledge

throughout  my  col lege  career  and  future

career .

 

The  respons ib i l i t ies  I  had  cons i s ted  of

rev iewing  and  coding  data  prov ided  by  the

team .  After  th i s ,  I  had  the  opportuni ty  to

scout  out  fo r  academic  ar t ic les  that  can  be

used  fo r  the  report .  The  respons ib i l i t ies  I  had

are  what  I  cons ider  to  be  “ the  behind  the

scenes ”  of  the  pro ject .  Though  I  wasn ’ t

d i rect ly  invo lved  in  gather ing  data ,  I

exper ienced    how  data  can  be  in terpreted

and  analyzed .  From  th i s  came  many

opportuni t ies  fo r  learn ing !

 

Coming  in to  th i s  in ternsh ip ,  I  rea l l y  had

many  insecur i t ies .  With  our  superv i sor  te l l ing

me  jus t  how  much  data  came  in ,  and  how

much  t ime  and  ef for t  i s  put  in to  examin ing

the  data ,  I  was  very  in t imidated  as  to  how  I

was  going  to  per form .  Over  t ime ,  however ,

the  more  I  opened  up  with  my  superv i sor

about  these  insecur i t ies ,  the  more  I  was  to ld

to  a lways  be  open  and  speak  up  fo r  my

concerns .  I  rea l i zed  that  i f  I  rea l l y  wanted  to

succeed ,  then  I  had  to  put  mysel f  out  there

and  be  conf ident  over  the  choices  I  decided

to  make .  This  menta l i ty  would  great ly  help

me  in  the  next  ass ignments  as  ment ioned .
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NVivo  12  i s  a  so f tware  that ’s  used  fo r

qual i ta t i ve  research .  For  my  f i r s t

ass ignment ,  my  co - in tern  and  I  were

respons ib le  fo r  coding  two  audio

t ranscr ipt ions  f rom  a  community  focus

group .  Now ,  in  th i s  case ,  coding  fo r

NVivo  12  i s  much  di f fe rent  than  coding

in  a  computer -programming  so f tware

such  as  Python  or  C++ .  Ins tead  of

making  programming  scr ipts ,  we  code

sect ions  of  t ranscr ipt ion  we  see  that

can  be  used  fo r  analys i s .  Each  sect ion

that ’s  coded  i s  categor ized  as  a  node ,

which  essent ia l l y  i s  a  themed  bank  of

other  sect ions  of  t ranscr ipt ion .  I  found

th is  ass ignment  to  be  the  most

chal lenging ,  but  a lso  the  most

reward ing .  I t  was  chal lenging  in  a  sense

where  we  both  wanted  to  make  sure

that  the  data  was  represented  fu l l y ,  so

in  turn ,  we  were  both  care fu l  with  how

we  approached  each  sect ion .

With  th i s  being  a  co -ass ignment ,  our

co l laborat ion  somet imes  had  minor

setbacks .  My  co - in tern  and  I  are  two

complete ly  di f fe rent  people ,  with  each

of  our  own  backgrounds  and

upbr ing ings ,  and  majors .  For  th i s

spec i f ic  ass ignment ,  we  a lways  had  to

make  sure  that  we  were  both  on  the

same  page  before  we  can  move  on  to

the  next  sect ion  of  t ranscr ipt ion .  As  we

went  about  the  ass ignment ,  the

major i ty  of  the  sect ions  we  had  coded

were  at  t imes  double -coded  and  t r ip le -

coded  not  because  there  was

uncerta inty ,  but  because  each  sect ion

f i t  more  than  one  node .  I  remember  our

superv i sor  te l l ing  us  that  i t ’s  better  to

over -code  rather  under -code  and  that

honest ly  gave  both  of  us  an  easy -s tate

of  mind  when  tack l ing  th i s  ass ignment .

One  takeaway  I  took  f rom  th i s  was  that

there  rea l l y  i s  no  wrong  way  to  code ,

but  I  s t i l l  need  to  cons ider  the  s i tuat ion

of  which  the  t ranscr ipt ion  i s  taken

place .

 

N v i v o  12 :  T h e  s u c c e s s e s  a n d

b o u n d a r i e s  o f  c o d i n g  a n d

r e v i ew i n g  

//This image represents a transcription that's being

coded. The strips on the right represent the coded

nodes.//
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As ide  f rom  doing  f ie ldwork ,

anthropolog is ts  a lso  conduct

l i te rature  rev iews .  Soc ia l  sc ient i s t s

re fer  to  the  “ l i te rature ”    to  mean

peer - rev iewed  academic  ar t ic les

and  academic  books  wri t ten  about

var ious  areas  of  s tudy .  This

ass ignment  was  to  conduct  a

l i te rature  rev iew ,  which  my  fe l low

intern  and  I  worked  col laborat i ve ly

on .  We  both  had  to  f ind  a  tota l  of

10  peer - rev iewed  pieces  of

l i te rature ,  so  we  agreed  to  sp l i t  up

the  work  and  f ind  5  sources  each .  I

knew  exact ly  where  to  f ind  my  5

sources .

 

The  academic  l i te rature  rev iew

had  to  re late  to  the  top ic  of

Community -Based  Part ic ipatory

Research  (CBPR ) .  Try ing  to  f ind

l i te rature  spec i f ica l l y  towards

CBPR  was  chal lenging  espec ia l l y ,

but  nonethe less ,  there  were

ar t ic les  present .  The  f i ve  ar t ic les  I

gathered  here  were  a l l  re lated  to

my  in terests  in  heal th ,  publ ic

pol icy ,  and  in f ras t ructure  but  s t i l l

g rounded  by  the  top ic  of  CBPR .

 

With  th i s  ass ignment ,  we  a lso  had

to  compr ise  an  annotated

bib l iography .  Annotated

Bib l iographies  cons i s t  of

summar ies  of  the  ar t ic les  we

gather .  When  research ing

l i te rature ,  annotated

bib l iographies  of ten  save  t ime

f rom  reading  the  ent i re  ar t ic le

whi le  a lso  sh ine  about  the

important  points  and  factors

assoc iated  with  the  ar t ic les

co l lected .

 

This  ass ignment ,  l i ke  the  l as t  one ,

was  chal lenging  but  nonethe less

ext remely  reward ing .  I  loved  how

through  col laborat ion  and

di f fe rent  exper iences ,  we  were

able  to  col lect i ve ly  make  a

l i te rature  rev iew  of  a  top ic  that

s t i l l  re f lected  our  own  in terests .

This  gave  me  an  apprec iat ion  as  to

how  in terconnected  the  wor ld  of

academia  can  be .

 

 

 

M A K I N G  A N  A C A D E M I C  L I T E R A T U R E

R E V I E W

//This infographic is my breakdown

between what is gathering and

analyzing literature. I also give

descriptions to how much time I

spent on each.//
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My  t ime  in  th i s  in ternsh ip  has  enabled  me  to  learn

about  and  pract ice  ethnographic  research

methods .  As  ment ioned  before  I  came  in to  th i s

internsh ip  with  many  insecur i t ies  and  fears ,  but

by  the  end  of  the  in ternsh ip  I ’ve  learned  the

importance  of  owning  up  to  those  concerns  and

act ing  upon  them .  I f  I  hadn ’ t  asked  my  superv i sor

for  c lar i f i cat ion ,  and  i f  I  haven ’ t  asked  my  co -

in tern  how  to  proper ly  do  an  ass ignment ,  I  fo r

sure  wouldn ’ t  have  grown  at  a l l .

 

Ethnography  i t se l f  i s  a  research  method  that

requi res  soc ia l  researchers  to  ta lk  with  people ,

analyze  the  wor ld  theoret ica l l y ,  and  research

cul ture  in  genera l .  But  these  pract ices  a lso  invo lve

learn ing  about  how  to  go  outs ide  your  comfort

zone .  Near ly  hal f  of  the  t ime  I  fe l t  uncomfortable

with  ass ignments  and  meet ings  -  most ly  because

i t ’s  something  I  have  never  exper ienced  before .  I f

I  hadn ’ t  embraced  that  discomfort ,  I  honest ly

wouldn ’ t  have  grown  not  jus t  as  an  in tern ,  but

a lso  as  a  s tudent .  Being  able  to  sa fe ly  and  openly

able  to  explore  outs ide  my  comfort  zone  i s

def in i te ly  what  I ’m  most  thankfu l  fo r .

My  C o n c l u d i n g  t h o u g h t s  

page 5



I want to say thank you to Professor Erica Hua Fletcher and

Professor Valerie Olson for giving me such a wonderful

opportunity: your teachings and constant kindness has helped

me grow in ways that I’m already applying to the world. I want

to thank my co-intern Anahi Luna for supporting me and

teaching me new things about Public Health: I’m proud to call

you my friend. Lastly, I want to say thank you to my parents, for

always giving me unconditional love, and support throughout

my college career: your constant devotion and compassion for

me always inspires me to do my best!

a c k n owl e d g e m e n t s  
FOR  MY  MENTORS ,  FELLOW - INTERNS ,

AND  LOVED  ONES
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