Dear Prospective Student,
Thank you for inquiring about the National Security Studies (NSS) Master of Arts program here at California State
University, San Bernardino. The M.A. in National Security Studies is a professionally-oriented, interdisciplinary,
graduate-level program designed to develop an understanding of the substance and principles of defense policy
analysis, strategic planning and intelligence analysis in relation to the contemporary international environment. It
provides a solid background for pursuing careers in a variety of government, academic, and think tank positions.
Successful graduates hold positions as legislative analysts for Congress, are defense specialists within the
U.S. Department of Defense, work as evaluators of defense and foreign affairs for the Governmental Accountability
Office, or are intelligence officers and analysts for the many agencies of the intelligence community, including the
CIA, DIA, FBI, National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, the National Security Agency and the several military
intelligence services. A number of graduates have also pursued advanced academic degrees to serve in academic
and legal professions.
NSS coursework includes topics such as Strategic Weapons and Proliferation, Military Theory and Strategy, Arms
Control, Terrorism, Strategic Intelligence, Military Geography, Concepts of International Security, Politics of
National Security, and Regional Security Studies (Eurasian, Middle Eastern, and East Asian).
I would encourage you to also take a look at our website at https://nss.csusb.edu. Here you will find detailed
information on the M.A. in National SecurityStudies.
Applying to the CSUSB NSS program is a two-step process:
First, apply to CSUSB as a Graduate Student at https://www.csusb.edu/graduate-studies.
Second, apply to the NSS program at https://nss.csusb.edu.
The CSUSB National Security Studies program is designated as an Intelligence Community Center of Academic
Excellence. This program, sponsored by the Office of the Director of National Intelligence and administered by the
Defense Intelligence Agency, is uniquely designed for students interested in developing critical skills for careers
within the intelligence community.
If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact the NSS office at (909) 537-5534.
Wishing you great success in your future endeavors,
Mark T. Clark, Ph.D.
Professor, Political Science
Director, National Security Studies, M.A.

