
FACT SHEET: Anti-Asian Prejudice March 2021 
Center for the Study of Hate & Extremism 

Anti-Asian Hate Crime Reported to Police in America’s Largest Cities: 2019  & 2020 

Anti-Asian Hate Crimes Surge 145%, while overall hate crime Drops 6% in 2020. 

Note: Total Hate Crimes 2019 and Total Hate Crimes 2020 for Cleveland are not included in the Totals for Select 
Cities in those years.  Cleveland is also not included in the percentage of change for Total Hate Crimes in 2019-2020. 
Source: Curated Database by CSHE, Drawn from data by policing agencies 

Anti-Asian hate crime in 16 of America’s largest cities increased 145% in 2020 according to an 
analysis of official preliminary police data by the Center for the Study of Hate & Extremism at 
California State University, San Bernardino, with the first spike occurring in March and April 
amidst a rise in COVID cases and negative stereotyping of Asians relating to the pandemic.  

City  

Population

Total Hate Crimes  

2019

Total Hate Crimes  

2020

% of Change for 

Total Hate Crimes 

2019-2020

% of Population - 

AAPI

Percent of Change 

Anti-Asian Hate 

Crimes

2019  

Anti-Asian

2020  

Anti-Asian

New York City, NY 

8,336,817
428 265 -38% 14.5% 833% 3 28

Los Angeles, CA 

3,979,537
326 355 9% 11.6% 114% 7 15

Chicago, IL 

2,693,959
100 81 -19% 6.9% 0% 2 2

Houston, TX 

2,316,797
25 47 88% 6.5% - 0 3

Phoenix, AZ 

1,680,988
156 204 31% 4.2% 50% 2 3

Philadelphia, PA 

1,584,064
35 17 -51% 7.5% 200% 2 6

San Antonio, TX  

1,508,083
9 38 322% 2.8% 0% 0 0

San Diego, CA 

1,423,852
30 25 -17% 17.2% - 0 1

Dallas, TX  

1,343,565
31 62 100% 3.40% - 0 6

San Jose, CA 

1,021,786
34 89 162% 38.0% 150% 4 10

San Francisco, CA  

881,549
64 52 -19% 35.0% 50% 6 9

Seattle, WA  

753,655
114 126 11% 16.9% 33% 9 12

Denver, CO 

727,211
88 71 -19% 3.7% - 0 3

Washington, DC  

705,749
203 132 -35% 4% -83% 6 1

Boston, MA  

694,295
170 146 -14% 9.7% 133% 6 14

Long Beach, CA 

462,645
23 18 -22% 12.3% - NA 0

Cleveland, OH 

380,989
116* NA - 2.4% 200% 2 6

Cincinatti, OH 

303,954
41 45 10% 2.3% - 0 1

TOTALS 1877 1773 -6% N/A 145% 49 120



In a study to be released later this month entitled Report to the Nation: Anti-Asian Prejudice & 
Hate Crime, data further indicated that this rise occurred amidst an overall decline in hate crime 
likely caused by a lack of interaction at frequent gathering places liked transit, commercial 
businesses, schools, events, and houses of worship. In 18 of major U.S. cities, including the 16 
largest ones, hate crimes overall declined by 6 precent. This is the first study of police data for 
2020 across the U.S. Other charts from different datasets from the forthcoming report are 
presented herein. The FBI releases its 2020 national hate crime figures in November.   
 

 
Source: CSHE 
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Source: FBI/UCR [From 2013-2019 Asian & Haw./Pac. Islander-Alaska Native Combined] 
FBI Hate Crime: Multi-Year Trend by Group 
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For above table Anti-Asian does NOT include Pac. Isl./Alaska Native. 
Source: FBI 



Source: CSHE/Google Trends Searchable Database (2021) 
 

 
Source: Schild, Leonard, et al. “‘Go eat a bat, Chang!’: An Early Look on the Emergence of Sinophobic Behavior on 
Web Communities in the Face of COVID-19.” CISPA Helmholtz Center for Information Security, Boston University, 
Binghamton University, Max Plank Institute for Informatics. pp 3-4. 8 April 2020/Sage Publications. 
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Source: New Center for Public Integrity/Ipsos Poll (April 28, 2020) 

 
If you were out in public, how concerned would you be about coming close to 
someone who is of Asian ancestry?  
  Total Republican Democrat Independent 

Very concerned 7% 7% 7% 10% 

Somewhat concerned 17% 20% 17% 11% 

Not very concerned 35% 41% 31% 37% 

Not at all concerned 41% 33% 46% 42% 
Source: New Center for Public Integrity/Ipsos Poll (April 28, 2020) 
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New Center for Public Integrity/Ipsos Poll

Beliefs about Who is Responsible for the Coronavirus
by Political Affiliation

April 28, 2020

Republican (N=215) Democrat (N=36) Independent (N=35)



 
Source: New Center for Public Integrity/Ipsos Poll (April 28, 2020) 
 
 
 

STOP AAPI Hate: Anti-Asian Hate Victimization Reporting Portal  

 
Note:  It should be noted that spitting on someone is considered a type of assault. 
Source: Stop AAPI Hate (February 9, 2021) Source:  https://stopaapihate.org 
 

The 14% of incidents from STOP AAPI hate that are from assaults and spitting are crimes totaling approx. 
392. The most Anti-Asian hate crimes reported in one year was 355 in 1996. Verbal harassment can also 
be a hate crime when it is in the form of an actionable threat, as opposed to mere offensiveness.  
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PREJUDICE INCIDENTS TARGETING U.S. AAPI POPULATIONS
MARCH 19 - DECEMBER 31, 2020



 

 
Source: Stop AAPI Hate (February 9, 2021) https://stopaapihate.org 
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MARCH 19 - DECEMBER 31, 2020



 
Source: Stop AAPI Hate (February 9, 2021) 
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Prejudice Incidents Targeting U.S. AAPI Populations, By Place
MARCH 19 - DECEMBER 31, 2020

California New York City Washington Illinois



 
Source: American Community Survey 2019 

 
 
Resources for More on AAPI Prejudice: 

Asian Americans Advancing Justice - Atlanta — Website, Twitter   
Asian Americans Advancing Justice - Asian Law Caucus — Website, Twitter 
Center for Pan Asian Community Services — Website, Twitter 
National Asian Pacific American Women's Forum - Atlanta — Website, Twitter 

 

https://www.advancingjustice-atlanta.org/
https://twitter.com/aaaj_atlanta
https://www.advancingjustice-alc.org/
https://twitter.com/aaaj_alc
http://cpacs.org/
https://twitter.com/cpacs?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.napawf.org/chapters/georgia
https://twitter.com/napawf_atl


SOURCES AND COLLECTION INFORMATION FOR REPORT 

The following is the data or links to the data that was collected by the Center for the Study 

of Hate and Extremism at California State University, San Bernardino and then reported 

in the “Fact Sheet: Anti-Asian Prejudice March 2021.”  All hate crime data from the select 

cities under study in the report were collected from the policing agencies for those select 

cities.  Data was either collected directly from data analyst who work for those policing 

agencies or was collected from the publicly available dashboard available online.  See 

below for sourcing for each city’s data for 2020 and 2019. 

For more information on the data collection, please contact Prof. Brian Levin 

(blevin8@aol.com), Director or Dr. Kevin Grisham (kgrisham@csusb.edu), Associate 

Director, of the Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism. 

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 

Data for 2020 and 2019 reporting was collected from the following link: 

https://data.sandiego.gov/datasets/police-hate-crimes/ 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Preliminary data for reporting in 2020 was provided by Alan Wedd, Social Science 

Research Specialist, Office of Criminal Justice Services in Ohio.  Data for 2020 was sent 

as Excel spreadsheet and can be seen below: 

 

The data for 2019 was collected in the same manner and can be obtain from CSHE upon 
request.  Due to space limitations, that data is not included in this source list. 
 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

Data for reporting on 2020 was provided by H. Aden, Freedom of Information Act Officer, 

Chicago Police Department per a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request on 

December 31, 2020.  Data was sent as an Excel spreadsheet and the excerpts of the 

Anti-Asian data can be seen below: 

https://data.sandiego.gov/datasets/police-hate-crimes/


 

 

The data for 2019 was collected in the same manner and can be obtain from CSHE upon 
request. Due to space limitations, that data is not included in this source list. 

PHOENIX, ARIZONA 

Data for reporting in 2019 and 2020 was provided Public Records, Code Enforcement 
Unit, Phoenix Police Department. Screenshot of the 2020 and 2019 data is provided 
below: 

 

 



 

DENVER, COLORADO 

Data for reporting from 2010 to 2020 was provided by Mike Nichols, Senior Statistical 

Researcher, Denver Police Department.  The data from 2010 to 2020 was sent as Excel 

spreadsheet and the excerpt for the Anti-Asian data for 2020 can be seen below (no data 

on Anti-Asian hate crime was reported in 2019): 

 

 

 



HOUSTON, TEXAS 

Data for 2020 and 2019 reporting was collected from the following link: 

https://txucr.nibrs.com/Report/HateCrime 

WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLOMBIA 

Data from 2012 to 2020 reporting was collected from an Excel spreadsheet at the 

following link: 

https://mpdc.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/mpdc/publication/attachments/Hate%20Cr

imes%20Open%20Data_4.xlsx 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSLYVANIA 

Data for reporting in 2019 and 2020 was provided by Lieutenant Barry Jacobs, Open 

Records Officer, Open Records/Right-to-Know Section, Philadelphia Police Department.  

Data for reporting in 2020 was gathered by Masood Farivar, Writer, Voice of America, 

who collected it from the Boston Police Department. Screenshot of the 2020 and 2019 

data is provided below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://txucr.nibrs.com/Report/HateCrime
https://mpdc.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/mpdc/publication/attachments/Hate%20Crimes%20Open%20Data_4.xlsx
https://mpdc.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/mpdc/publication/attachments/Hate%20Crimes%20Open%20Data_4.xlsx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

Preliminary data for reporting in 2020 was provided by Alan Wedd, Social Science 

Research Specialist, Office of Criminal Justice Services in Ohio.  Data for 2020 was 

sent as Excel spreadsheet and can be seen below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The data for 2019 was collected in the same manner and can be obtain from CSHE 

upon request. 

Note: Due to the high number of overall hate crimes categorized as “Other” and due to a 

history of Cleveland overall hate crime data being reclassified later that often changes 

the presentation of the data, CSHE has opted not to report the overall hate crime data 

as this time in this report.  CSHE has decided to provide the Anti-Asian hate crime for 

this report as we believe it is less likely to be reclassified. 

DALLAS, TEXAS 

Data for 2020 and 2019 reporting was collected from the following link: 

https://txucr.nibrs.com/Report/HateCrime 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://txucr.nibrs.com/Report/HateCrime


SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

Data for reporting from 2019 to 2020 was provided by Lieutenant R. Andrew Cox, Office 

in Charge, Risk Management – Legal Division, San Francisco Police Department.  The 

data from 2019 and 2020 was sent as Excel spreadsheet and the excerpt for the Anti-

Asian data for 2019 and 2020 can be seen below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 

Data for reporting in 2019 and 2020 was provided Monique Villarreal, Research and 

Development Unit, San Jose Police Department. Screenshot of the 2019 and 2020 data 

is provided below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 

Data for 2020 and 2019 reporting was collected from the following link: 

https://www.seattle.gov/police/information-and-data/bias-crime-unit/bias-crime-

dashboard  

Note:  Data presented in CSHE chart is from the category, “Malicious Harassment.” 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

Data for reporting in 2020 was provided by Masood Farivar, Writer, Voice of America, 

who collected it from the Boston Police Department.  Data for 2020 was sent as Excel 

spreadsheet and can be seen below: 

 

The data for 2019 was collected from the following link: 

https://masscrime.chs.state.ma.us/tops/report/hate-crime_1/boston/2019  

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

Data was collected from crime data set (2010 to 2019) from Los Angeles Police 

Department from the following link:  

https://data.lacity.org/Public-Safety/Crime-Data-from-2010-to-2019/63jg-8b9z 

Note: Detective Orlando Martinez, Hate Crime Coordinator, Robbery-Homicide Division, 

Los Angeles Police Department, assisted CSHE is accessing the dataset. 

 

https://www.seattle.gov/police/information-and-data/bias-crime-unit/bias-crime-dashboard
https://www.seattle.gov/police/information-and-data/bias-crime-unit/bias-crime-dashboard
https://masscrime.chs.state.ma.us/tops/report/hate-crime_1/boston/2019
https://data.lacity.org/Public-Safety/Crime-Data-from-2010-to-2019/63jg-8b9z


NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 

Data was collected from crime data set (2019 to 2020) from New York City Police 

Department from the following link: 

https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiYjg1NWI3YjgtYzkzOS00Nzc0LTkwMDAtNTgz

M2I2M2JmYWE1IiwidCI6IjJiOWY1N2ViLTc4ZDEtNDZmYi1iZTgzLWEyYWZkZDdjNjA0

MyJ9 

 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

Data for 2020 and 2019 reporting was collected from the following link: 

https://txucr.nibrs.com/Report/HateCrime 

 

LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 

Data for reporting in 2020 was provided by Crystal Niebla, Reporter, Long Beach Post, 

who collected it from the Long Beach Police Department. 

 

No 2019 data was available. 

https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiYjg1NWI3YjgtYzkzOS00Nzc0LTkwMDAtNTgzM2I2M2JmYWE1IiwidCI6IjJiOWY1N2ViLTc4ZDEtNDZmYi1iZTgzLWEyYWZkZDdjNjA0MyJ9
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiYjg1NWI3YjgtYzkzOS00Nzc0LTkwMDAtNTgzM2I2M2JmYWE1IiwidCI6IjJiOWY1N2ViLTc4ZDEtNDZmYi1iZTgzLWEyYWZkZDdjNjA0MyJ9
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiYjg1NWI3YjgtYzkzOS00Nzc0LTkwMDAtNTgzM2I2M2JmYWE1IiwidCI6IjJiOWY1N2ViLTc4ZDEtNDZmYi1iZTgzLWEyYWZkZDdjNjA0MyJ9
https://txucr.nibrs.com/Report/HateCrime

