INFORMED CONSENT
(Format Suggestion)

Important note regarding informed consent: 

Make sure when using multiple consent documents you label the consent (top heading) appropriately. For example for student consent label the consent Student Informed Consent, for parents/guardians label the consent Parental/Guardian Informed Consent, for Teachers label the consent Teacher Informed Consent. An important note for you to understand is that the IRB never waives informed consent, even for exempt review, especially when consent can be reasonably obtained. A sound and thorough justification for waiver of informed consent would need to be provided to the IRB in the application protocol to consider such a waiver.
Important note regarding informed consent:  
The informed consent for your research project/study should be unique and distinct. When writing your informed consent it is highly important to use your own words and being Clear, Concise and Coherent (the 3 C’s). Remember to use at minimum 5th grade reading level to ensure the participant truly understands what they are being asked to participate in. Remember that the consent document should always be at the appropriate language and reading level of the participant population. Note also that the appropriate language be used. For example, if this consent would be given to parents that only speak Spanish then the informed consent needs to be translated. The IRB will need to see both the English and Spanish versions. 
Important note, please make sure to remove the parenthesis once you include your information below.

The study in which you are being asked to participate is designed to investigate (place your information in the context of what you are investigating). This study is being conducted by (your full name here) under the supervision of (Your advisors full name and title here: Prof. John Doe, Professor of Psychology, California State University, San Bernardino.) This study has been approved by the Institutional Review Board, California State University, San Bernardino.
PURPOSE: (Place an explanation of the purposes of the research. Should be at least 1 paragraph).

DESCRIPTION: (A description of the procedures to be followed. Should be at least 1 paragraph).

PARTICIPATION: (For student researchers). A statement such as, Your participation is completely voluntary and you do not have to answer any questions you do not wish to answer. You may skip or not answer any questions and can freely withdraw from participation at any time.
(For faculty researchers in classrooms this may be an appropriate statement). Your participation in this project is distinct from the CSUSB coursework required for evaluation for a grade in the course and is voluntary. You can decide to not answer all or parts of the surveys and questionnaires associated with this study or the questions in the interview, even if you have signed this letter of consent. Your decision to not participate in this study’s activities will have no penalty of any kind. Specifically, it will have no effect on your grade for this course. We will ask all students in course if you would like to voluntarily participate in the study activities for which you may decline. Only students who agree to participate at those times will be included.

CONFIDENTIAL OR ANONYMOUS: (Please note that you need to remove either confidential or anonymous here. Your research is either one or the other, so please pick one).
(How you will maintain the confidentiality of the research. Please note that the research is either confidential or anonymous not both; chose one or the other). (Also, a statement describing the extent, if any, to which confidentiality of records identifying the subject will be maintained if the information is collected confidentially; meaning you maintain the confidentiality of the participants information). This includes also audio and video recordings of participants. Videotaping of children would require sound justification to the IRB in the application protocol and likely require additional approvals from parents, school districts, and other organizations as needed. An example: Stored in locked filing cabinet, stored or password protected computer. If video or audio recording include information on when the information will be stored and when and how the data will be destroyed. For example, the audio recordings will be destroyed 3 years after the project has ended.
DURATION: (The expected duration of the subject's participation 3 to 5 sentences or more if needed. If using surveys or other measurement tools the time should be noted in minutes or hours (for example, 15 to 30 minutes). If also using interviews, the appropriate time in minutes should be noted separately from the time for the surveys (for example 30 to 45 minutes). Interviews should not be conducted for more than 45 minutes at a time. If more than 45 minutes is required for the interviews then multiple sessions should be scheduled. Remember that if surveys and interviews are scheduled separately this should be noted appropriately in this section.
RISKS: (A description of any reasonably foreseeable risks or discomforts to the subject, if there are no foreseeable risks to their participation in the research please state so).
BENEFITS: (A description of any benefits to the subject or to others which may reasonably be expected from the research, if there are no benefits to their participation in thee research please state so. Please do not claim benefits which you cannot possibly attribute to the research).
COMPENSATION: (Describe any compensation participants may receive for participating in the research study; if it doesn’t apply to the study, delete section)

VIDEO/AUDIO/PHOTOGRAPH: (Include a statement that the research will include one or all of the noted categories). Example: I understand this research will be Video Recorded Initials____ and/or I understand that this research will be audio recorded Initials___ and/or I understand that this research will be photographed Initials___. You can also use a Yes □ or No □ with a box to checkmark as noted. Please note that a separate video/audio/photograph permission form is available on the IRB website under the forms menu.
CONTACT: (An explanation of whom to contact for answers to pertinent questions about the research and research subjects' rights, and whom to contact in the event of a research-related injury to the subject, this is your advisor(s) name and title and this phone and email address). 

RESULTS: (Include an explanation as to where the results can be obtained after you have completed your study and disseminate the results for publishing. This should not include your name or phone number, but a place and exact location (Office and Address) where the results can be obtained). 

CONFIRMATION STATEMENT:
I have read the information above and agree to participate in your study.

Or
I have read and understand the consent document and agree to participate in your study.
Or

I understand that I must be 18 years of age or older to participate in your study, have read and understand the consent document and agree to participate in your study.

SIGNATURE: (Include a signature line as necessary. Note that exempt research, if truly anonymous research, should not include a signature line. Please note that Parental/Conservator informed consents require a signature line). 

Example: Signature: _____________________________    Date: ________

