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Center for the Study of Muslim & Arab Worlds (CSMAW)

Yasemin Dildar, Ph.D. (Associate Director) &  Dany Doueiri, Ph.D. (Director)

Christina Hassija, Ph.D. Dean, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences



Ancillary Unit Activity 

Please summarize the top three (3) accomplishments of your Ancillary Unit (AU) during this 
reporting period. This should highlight the substantive activities that support and advance 
the purpose/goals of the AU, and the relationship between the activities and the 
purpose/goals. 
 
Please highlight the most significant activities of the AU that engage the community or 
other entities on campus, if any. 
 
Substantive Activities undertaken by the AU during reporting period 
 

Activity (please describe) Funds spent Goal advanced (and extent)    

   

   

 



Describe planned activities for the current academic year and how each of them will advance 
the purpose/goals of the AU. 

Planned Activity Connection to Purpose 
  

  

  

  

 
  



Complete the Annual Use of Funds form 
 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3  
Internal External Internal External Internal External 

Salaries $  $  $  $  $  $  

Assigned Time $  $  $  $  $  $  

Travel $  $  $  $  $  $  

Supplies $  $  $  $  $  $  

Contractual $  $  $  $  $  $  

Other* $  $  $  $  $  $  
 
TOTAL $ $ $ $ $ $ 

 

*Other can include items such as: External Contracts, Grants, Sponsorships, Marketing and 
Outreach, Communications, Data Processing, Facilitates Operation, Printing, Postage 

 

Additional Attachments 
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__________________________    __________________________ 
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Unit Reporting Person recommendation 

Name and title: 
Recommendation: 

 

Recommendations and comments including the criteria and data reviewed. Please attach 
additional page(s) as necessary. 

 
__________________________                                         __________________________ 

Unit Reporting Person Signature                                         Date 

 

Christina Hassija, Dean CSBS

Active

The Center for the Study of Muslim and Arab Worlds has been extremely active this past year and I appreciate the continued efforts of the center director and associated faculty. I commend them on their ongoing efforts to enhancing the understanding of the Muslim, Islamicate, and Arab worlds through teaching, research and community outreach. This Center is successful and makes vital contributions to the college, campus, and broader scientific community through their creation of vital opportunities for learning and discussion. This Center should remain active.

Nov 7, 2023
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	Planned Activity 1: 1-Three Teach-in events about the conflict/violence in Gaza-Israel.
One will be a panel of a historian and an expert on Islamophobia. The second one will be a documentary movie presentation followed by a discussion (in cooperation with the CFA’s PAM Caucus), and the third is in cooperation with the CFA’s PAM Caucus and the Palestinian Feminist Collective.   

	Planned Purpose 1: In a time when violence in Gaza-Israel has the potential to expand and escalate to a wider conflict, the Center wanted to ensure that our community has the chance to learn from academic voices that address the history and original causes of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.  
	Planned Activity 2: 2-In cooperation with the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences and the Central Development office, the Center is organizing the speech for the Edward Said Lecture Series in February 2024. Dr. Mustafa Barghouti, pediatrician, leader, and world-renown advocate for non-violence struggles is expected to give a speech and engage the community in the Inland Empire.
	Planned Purpose 2: This timely event, which was planned a year before the violence that erupted in Gaza and Israel in October 2023, will be critical in bringing first-hand account and understanding of the multi-faceted complexity and injustice experienced by the Palestinian community. More than 500 people are expected to attend the event. 
	Activity 1: 1-In cooperation with the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences and the Central Development office, the Center organized the inaugural speech for the Edward Said Lecture Series on October 13, 2022.
We invited Prof. Joseph Massad from Columbia University who spoke about the Ruses of Settler Colonialists. He provided parallel examples between Settler Colonialism in the U.S. with other places in the world, including those in the Middle East.  

	Funds 1: $7,000
The cost of the program was covered by an external donation from a community donor to the Center.

	Goal 1: The event was on campus but was also recorded and broadcast online. Around 120 people attended the event on campus and another 300 people watched it online during a later time. It compared and contrasted the similarities and differences between Colonial and Settlers experiences across regions and times.

	Purpose and Goals: The Center was established with the goal of becoming a world class teaching and research unit devoted to the study of Islamic and Arab cultures that will enhance the curriculum and serve as a model for the CSU and contribute to cross-cultural understanding in the community, nation, and international community.

Mission statement (approved Oct. 5, 2020):
“The Center for the Study of Muslim & Arab Worlds (CSMAW) is dedicated to broadening and decolonizing knowledge of the Muslim, Islamicate, and Arab worlds through teaching, research, and community outreach.
The Center is also dedicated to be inclusive of the study of all ethnic, religious, and cultural populations in what historically has been known as the Muslim and Arab worlds.”

	Planned Activity 3: 3-The Center hopes to collaborate with several entities on campus to offer a lecture about the relationship between African American Jazz artists and Islam during Black History Month. 
	Planned Purpose 3: The Center’s mission is to continue educating the community about the Muslim American experience. Since a third of all Muslims in the U.S. are African Americans and since many of them played key roles in the Civil Rights movement, the Center hopes that this lecture will bring awareness to our campus and Inland Empire community. 
	Activity 2: Two events took place in April. 
2-In cooperation with Asian Pacific Islander Desi American Heritage Month, the Center supported an event entitled “South Asian Stories at Sunset” that presented a rich
cultural texture that broadened what it means to be a member of the Asian
American, Pacific Islander and South Asian community at CSUSB. After listening to several speeches, the event ended with a cultural dinner from Indo-Pakistani cuisine. 
The event took place on April 6, 2023. 

3-Film Exhibit and Discussion  of the Academy-Award Nominated Film titled: Stranger at the Gate. Guest speakers included the film’s producer and 2 of the film’s personalities interviewed in the film. Based on a true story, this film is about our divided country and about shared trauma. All the
characters faced trauma. A family of Afghan refugees, an African-American convert, and a
U.S. Marines veteran come face to face when the veteran secretly plans to bomb their
mosque.
Event took place on April 10, 2023.

	Funds 2: $500 for event 2 
and $0 for event 3

	Goal 2: Event 2: The event brought awareness to our campus community about the importance ot the APIDA community in addition to its connection with the Center’s outreach efforts on highlighting the contribution of Muslims in the APIDA region. Around 90 people attended the event. 

Event 3: There were about 50 people who attended the event. It highlighted the beauty and importance to listen, learn, dialogue and dispel fear and stereotypes in the U.S. from the Muslim community who is perceived as hostile and  terrorism-espousing. 

	Planned Activity 4: 4-Collaboration with the Muslim Students Association Club and local Islamic Organizations to listen to 20 speakers for a day-long conference. It is the hope of the Center to have this as a yearly event.  

In cooperation with Arab Studies Quarterly, the Center will host its biennial conference. Just like its past conference which drew more than 100 scholars from around the nation and around the world, we hope that the 2024 conference will also be successful. 
	Planned Purpose 4: Nearly 1,000 people will attend this event on campus. Most participants will be from the community, who will learn about the programs, Centers, and services that CSUSB offers. They will discuss many topics related to Islamophobia, Palestinian/Israeli conflict, interfaith dialogue, and religious, educational and relief services offered in the Inland Empire. The event also will have an entire Vendor area with more than 30 local businesses expected to be present. 

Academic conference, paper publication with Arab Studies Quarterly, and opportunities to network among scholars and experts from multiple countries. Topics addressed issues on politics, economics, media, arts, and culture in the contemporary Southwestern Asia and North African regions. The conference is expected to draw more than 200 people. 
	Advisory Board: Ece Algan - Communication Studies
Yasemin Dildar - Economics
Dany Doueiri - World Languages
Parastou Feiz - Arts and Letters
Mahbuba Hammad - Arts and Letters
Hareem Khan - Ethnic Studies
AhlamMuhtaseb - Communication Studies
Jamal Nassar (ex officio member) - Social and Behavioral Sciences
Shafiq Rahman - Communication Studies
Cheryl Riggs (ex officio member) - History
Wendy Smith - English
David Yaghoubian - History

	Activity 3: 4-Collaboration with the Muslim Students Association Club and local Islamic Organizations to listen to 20 speakers for a day-long conference. 

	Funds 3: $200
	Goal 3: Nearly 1,000 people attended this event on campus. Most participants were from the community, who learned about the programs, Centers, and services that CSUSB offers. They discussed many topics related to Islamophobia, interfaith dialogue, and religious, educational and relief services offered in the Inland Empire. The event also had an entire Vendor area with more than 30 local businesses present.
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