
Knowledge Base Article:

Perusall

Perusall

Perusall is a social annotation tool that integrates with Canvas via LTI (learning tools

interoperability). Perusall allows students and their instructors to collaboratively mark up pdf

and other documents. Instead of reading a document and discussing it, Perusall brings the

discussion to the text.

Integrating Perusall to Canvas

First, click on Settings.
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Click on Navigation.  Scroll to the bottom of the page to find the Perusall app. Click and drag to

the upper box to make it available to students, and click Save at the bottom of the screen.

Perusall now appears on the Course Navigation Menu at left..



3

Click on the Perusall link in the Course Navigation Menu. A new tab will appear.  Accept

conditions.

The app will prompt you with the option for a tour to get started; you can take it or “End Tour”

as you prefer.
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Creating Assignments to Perusall

To create assignments to Perusall, first click on Library and upload content. Compatible content

formats are listed at right below. It may take a few minutes for uploaded files to process.
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Next, go to Assignments and click Add Assignment.  There, you will select the assignment from a

file uploaded into your account using the drop-down list at upper right.
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Set the assignment deadline, name, and instructions. Remember the assignment name - it must

be exactly the same when you integrate it into Canvas.

Set the score type, then save changes.
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Click on Copy full title for LMS.
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Go back to the Canvas tab (left of the Perusall tab in your web browser), click on Assignments,

make a new assignment, and paste the assignment name into the box.

*Important: The assignment name you paste into the Canvas assignment name box must be

exactly the same as the Persuall created assignment in order for the assignment to be

correctly linked to Canvas.
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Go to Submission type and change to External Tool.  Click Find, find Perusall, and choose it.  We

suggest choosing Load This Tool In A New Tab option below the Find box.
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Click on “Load [assignment name] in a new window.”
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The assignment will load. The text in the image below will display the first time an assignment is

accessed.  It explains how conversations work between written documents and videos.

Below are directions on how to start conversations.
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Navigating the Assignment

The assignment’s right panel has these buttons in descending order: “Current conversation,”

which shows the a single highlighted conversation highlighted (see two images below), “All

conversations,” which shows all conversations and subsequent comments when clicked, “My

starred comments,” “Page thumbnails,” “Table of contents,” “Search,” “Notifications,”

“Bookmarks,” “Notes,” and “Read aloud.”
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Creating a conversation looks like the below. Clicking on the highlighted text opens a text box

where a comment can be composed; click the Submit button in the lower right of the text box

to post a comment.  Additional items such as emojis, images, videos, and links can be part of

the post:
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Other Perusall Features

From the left menu, you can navigate to your other courses which have Perusall integrated,

check course settings, check the Gradebook, see the student view of Perusall, see notifications,

see notes which are not exclusive to the assignment but are a general query and commentary of

the class as a whole, add assignment dates to the calendar, view the entirety of the content

uploaded, see chats between groups and individuals (assigned by the instructor), and make and

view custom hashtags for viewing assignments and conversations.


