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Job Title: Biological Science Technician

Department: Department Of Agriculture

Agenc\: Agricultural Research Service

Job Announcement Number: ARS-D12W-0027

SALARY RANGE: $31,315.00 to $40,706.00 / Per Year

OPEN PERIOD: Friday, January 27, 2012 to Friday, February 03, 2012

SERIES & GRADE: GS-0404-05

POSITION INFORMATION: Full Time - Term NTE 13 months

PROMOTION POTENTIAL: 05

DUTY LOCATIONS: 1 vacancy(s) - Ames, IA United States

WHO MAY BE CONSIDERED: United States Citizens

JOB SUMMARY:

Find Solutions to Agricultural Problems that Affect Americans Ever\ Da\, From Field to Table

This position may be extended up to 4 years without further competition.

 

The position is in the Corn Insects and Crop Genetics Research Unit, Midwest Area, Ames,

Iowa.  The incumbent is a member of a team that is helping to resequence genomes of soybean

cultivars released over 80 years of soybean breeding. 

 

KEY REQUIREMENTS

You must be a U.S. Citizen to apply for this position

DUTIES:

Typical, but not all-inclusive, duties will include the following:

*Harvests, prepares, evaluates and verifies soybean leaf tissue samples;

*Performs DNA and RNA isolation and purification techniques; 

*Operates and maintains field and laboratory equipment and instruments such as a single plant

thresher, micro-centrifuge, or analytical balance;   

*Tabulates, analyses and summarizes data using personal computers and software packages;

*Prepares solutions and reagents for use in the laboratory and field; and 

*Assists in other duties as assigned.

QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED:

Your education and experience will be evaluated against all qualification requirements (basic and any

additional requirements) listed below.

Basic Requirements:

 

GS-05: In order to qualify, applicants must demonstrate one year of specialized experience

equivalent to at least the GS-04 grade level in the Federal Service OR successful completion of

a full four year course of study leading to a Bachelor¶s degree with major study of at least 24

semester hours in any combination of courses such as biology, chemistry, statistics,

entomology, animal husbandry, botany, physics, agriculture, or mathematics.  At least six
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VePeVWeU hRXUV PXVW be diUecWO\ UeOaWed WR Whe SRViWiRQ VXch aV SOaQW biRORg\ aQd geQeWicV,

PROecXOaU biRORg\, RU SOaQW bUeediQg.

 

If TXaOif\iQg aOO RU iQ SaUW baVed RQ \RXU edXcaWiRQ, \RX PXVW VXbPiW a cRS\ Rf \RXU acadePic

WUaQVcUiSWV OR a OiVW Rf cROOege cRXUVeV ZiWh cUediW hRXUV, daWeV cRPSOeWed, aQd gUade SRiQW aYeUage

RU cOaVV UaQNiQg WR YeUif\ edXcaWiRQ ZheQ aSSO\iQg fRU WhiV SRViWiRQ.  If WhiV iQfRUPaWiRQ iV QRW

SURYided, \RXU edXcaWiRQ Pa\ QRW be aSSURSUiaWeO\ eYaOXaWed aQd \RX Pa\ ORVe cRQVideUaWiRQ fRU WhiV

SRViWiRQ.  If \RX aUe VeOecWed fRU WhiV SRViWiRQ, \RX ZiOO haYe WR SURYide aQ RfficiaO cRS\ Rf \RXU

WUaQVcUiSWV SUiRU WR eQWeUiQg RQ dXW\.

  

AddiWiRQaO ReTXiUePeQWV: 

 

SSeciaOi]ed E[SeUieQce iV e[SeUieQce diUecWO\ UeOaWed WR Whe SRViWiRQ WR be fiOOed.  The VSeciaOi]ed

e[SeUieQce UeTXiUePeQWV fRU WhiV SRViWiRQ aUe: 

1. KQRZOedge Rf Whe SURcedXUeV aQd WechQiTXeV XVed iQ SOaQW biRORg\, SOaQW geQeWicV, RU SOaQW

bUeediQg.

2. AbiOiW\ WR RSeUaWe aQd PaiQWaiQ fieOd aQd OabRUaWRU\ eTXiSPeQW XVed WR cROOecW aQd aQaO\]e

SOaQW VaPSOeV.

3. AbiOiW\ WR XVe a SeUVRQaO cRPSXWeU aQd VRfWZaUe SacNageV iQ RUdeU WR cROOecW aQd VXPPaUi]e

e[SeUiPeQWaO daWa. 

 

ASSOicaQWV PXVW addUeVV Whe VSeciaOi]ed e[SeUieQce UeTXiUePeQWV iQ WheiU UeVXPe (RU aSSOicaWiRQ

dRcXPeQWV).  ASSOicaWiRQV WhaW dR QRW UefOecW Whe VSeciaOi]ed e[SeUieQce UeTXiUePeQWV ZiOO QRW be

deePed TXaOified.

EdXcaWiRQ cRPSOeWed iQ fRUeigQ cROOegeV RU XQiYeUViWieV Pa\ be XVed WR PeeW Whe abRYe UeTXiUePeQWV

if \RX caQ VhRZ WhaW Whe fRUeigQ edXcaWiRQ iV cRPSaUabOe WR WhaW UeceiYed iQ aQ accUediWed

edXcaWiRQaO iQVWiWXWiRQ iQ Whe UQiWed SWaWeV.  IW iV \RXU UeVSRQVibiOiW\ WR SURYide VXch eYideQce ZheQ

aSSO\iQg.  POeaVe YiViW Whe Office Rf PeUVRQQeO MaQagePeQW'V ZebViWe fRU addiWiRQaO iQfRUPaWiRQ RQ WhiV

WRSic.  

QXaOificaWiRQ UeTXiUePeQWV PXVW be PeW b\ Whe cORViQg daWe Rf WhiV YacaQc\
aQQRXQcePeQW.

 

ASSOicaQWV PXVW be aYaiOabOe WR UeSRUW fRU dXW\ aW Whe WiPe a VeOecWiRQ iV
Pade.  SeOecWiRQV aUe W\SicaOO\ Pade ZiWhiQ 30 da\V Rf Whe cORViQg daWe Rf Whe
aQQRXQcePeQW.

 

HOW YOU WILL BE EVALUATED:

YRX ZiOO be eYaOXaWed WR deWeUPiQe if \RX PeeW Whe baVic aQd aQ\ addiWiRQaO UeTXiUePeQWV.  The

AgUicXOWXUaO ReVeaUch SeUYice XVeV a caWegRU\ UaWiQg SURceVV.  BaVed RQ eYaOXaWiRQ Rf aOO ZUiWWeQ

PaWeUiaOV VXbPiWWed iQ \RXU aSSOicaWiRQ fRU Whe SRViWiRQ, \RX ZiOO be deWeUPiQed WR be IQeOigibOe if \RX

dR QRW PeeW eOigibiOiW\ aQd/RU PiQiPXP TXaOificaWiRQV cUiWeUia; EOigibOe if \RX PeeW aOO eOigibiOiW\ aQd

PiQiPXP TXaOificaWiRQV cUiWeUia; OR QXaOiW\ if \RX PeeW TXaOiW\ cUiWeUia iQ addiWiRQ WR eOigibiOiW\ aQd

PiQiPXP TXaOificaWiRQV cUiWeUia. 

BENEFITS:
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TKH FHGHUDO JRYHUQPHQW RIIHUV D QXPEHU RI H[FHSWLRQDO EHQHILWV WR LWV HPSOR\HHV.  TKH IROORZLQJ OLQN

SURYLGHV DQ RYHUYLHZ RI WKH EHQHILWV FXUUHQWO\ RIIHUHG WR FHGHUDO HPSOR\HHV:  

KWWS://ZZZ.XVDMREV.JRY/RHVRXUFHCHQWHU/IQGH[/IQWHUDFWLYH/BHQHILWV#LFF.

 

OTHER INFORMATION:

ASSOLFDWLRQV IRU WKLV YDFDQF\ ZLOO EH DFFHSWHG IURP U.S. CLWL]HQV DQG FDQGLGDWHV HOLJLEOH XQGHU VSHFLDO

KLULQJ DXWKRULWLHV.  OQ WKH DVVHVVPHQW TXHVWLRQQDLUH, \RX ZLOO EH UHTXLUHG WR LQGLFDWH KRZ \RX DUH

DSSO\LQJ IRU WKLV SRVLWLRQ DQG ZLOO RQO\ EH FRQVLGHUHG XQGHU WKH RSWLRQV \RX VHOHFW.  YRX PXVW PHHW

FHUWDLQ UHTXLUHPHQWV LQ RUGHU WR DSSO\ XQGHU QRQ-FRPSHWLWLYH SURFHGXUHV.  FRU GHWDLOV, FOLFN KHUH.  

 

DiVSOaced/SXUSOXV EPSOR\eeV:  IQGLYLGXDOV HOLJLEOH XQGHU WKH USDA CDUHHU TUDQVLWLRQ AVVLVWDQFH

PURJUDP (CTAP) RU WKH IQWHUDJHQF\ CDUHHU TUDQVLWLRQ AVVLVWDQFH PURJUDP (ICTAP) PXVW EH ZHOO

TXDOLILHG IRU WKH SRVLWLRQ WR UHFHLYH FRQVLGHUDWLRQ IRU VSHFLDO SULRULW\ VHOHFWLRQ.  CTAP DQG ICTAP

HOLJLEOHV ZLWKLQ WKH ORFDO FRPPXWLQJ DUHD ZLOO EH FRQVLGHUHG ZHOO TXDOLILHG LI WKH\ PHHW WKH

TXDOLILFDWLRQ VWDQGDUG DQG HOLJLELOLW\ UHTXLUHPHQWV IRU WKH SRVLWLRQ, PHHW PLQLPXP HGXFDWLRQ DQG

H[SHULHQFH UHTXLUHPHQWV, PHHW DOO VHOHFWLYH IDFWRUV ZKHUH DSSOLFDEOH DQG DUH DEOH WR VDWLVIDFWRULO\

SHUIRUP WKH GXWLHV RI WKH SRVLWLRQ XSRQ HQWU\.  EPSOR\HHV VHHNLQJ CTAP/ICTAP HOLJLELOLW\ PXVW VXEPLW

D FRS\ RI WKH DJHQF\ QRWLFH, D FRS\ RI WKHLU PRVW UHFHQW SHUIRUPDQFH UDWLQJ DQG D FRS\ RI WKHLU PRVW

UHFHQW SF-50 QRWLQJ FXUUHQW SRVLWLRQ, JUDGH OHYHO DQG GXW\ ORFDWLRQ.  POHDVH LQGLFDWH DQQRWDWH \RXU

DSSOLFDWLRQ WR UHIOHFW WKDW \RX DUH DSSO\LQJ DV D CTAP RU ICTAP HOLJLEOH.  COLFN KHUH IRU DGGLWLRQDO

LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ CTAP DQG ICTAP. 

 

If \RX aUe a YeWeUaQ ZiWh SUefeUeQce eOigibiOiW\ aQd \RX aUe cOaiPiQg 5-SRiQW YeWeUaQV'

SUefeUeQce, \RX PXVW VXEPLW PHPEHU 4 FRS\ RI \RXU DD-214 RU RWKHU SURRI RI HOLJLELOLW\.  If \RX aUe

cOaiPiQg 10-SRiQW YeWeUaQV' SUefeUeQce, \RX PXVW VXEPLW DQ SF-15, ASSOLFDWLRQ IRU 10-PRLQW

VHWHUDQV' PUHIHUHQFH SOXV WKH SURRI UHTXLUHG E\ WKDW IRUP.

 

If \RX aUe a PaOe aSSOicaQW ERUQ DIWHU 12/31/59 DQG DUH UHTXLUHG WR UHJLVWHU XQGHU WKH MLOLWDU\

SHOHFWLYH SHUYLFH AFW, WKH DHIHQVH AXWKRUL]DWLRQ AFW RI 1986 UHTXLUHV WKDW \RX EH UHJLVWHUHG RU \RX

DUH QRW HOLJLEOH IRU DSSRLQWPHQW LQ WKLV DJHQF\.

 

AOO TXaOificaWiRQ UeTXiUePeQWV PXVW be PeW b\ Whe cORViQg daWe Rf WhiV aQQRXQcePeQW. AGGLWLRQDO

LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ WKH TXDOLILFDWLRQ UHTXLUHPHQWV LV RXWOLQHG LQ WKH 

OPM QXDOLILFDWLRQV SWDQGDUGV HDQGERRN RI GHQHUDO SFKHGXOH PRVLWLRQV.

 

ReORcaWiRQ E[SeQVeV:  PD\PHQW RI UHORFDWLRQ H[SHQVHV ZLOO EH GHWHUPLQHG LQ DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK 

P&P 412.5, RHFUXLWPHQW DQG RHWHQWLRQ IQFHQWLYHV DQG OWKHU SSHFLDO PD\, SHFWLRQV 6 DQG 7, DV

DPHQGHG E\ BXOOHWLQV 03-402 DQG 05-412.5.  COLFN KHUH IRU DGGLWLRQDO LQIRUPDWLRQ.   

FiQaQciaO DiVcORVXUe ReTXiUePeQW:  FHGHUDO HPSOR\HHV DUH VXEMHFW WR SURKLELWLRQV DJDLQVW RIILFLDOO\

GHDOLQJ ZLWK RXWVLGH RUJDQL]DWLRQV LQ ZKLFK WKH\ KDYH D ILQDQFLDO LQWHUHVW.  II KLUHG IRU WKLV SRVLWLRQ,

\RX Pa\ EH UHTXLUHG WR VXEPLW D ILQDQFLDO GLVFORVXUH UHSRUW ZLWKLQ 30 GD\V RI WKH HIIHFWLYH GDWH RI

\RXU DSSRLQWPHQW DQG DQQXDOO\ WKHUHDIWHU.

 

ARS ReaVRQabOe AccRPPRdaWiRQ CRQWacW IQfRUPaWiRQ:  II \RX QHHG D UHDVRQDEOH DFFRPPRGDWLRQ

IRU DQ\ SDUW RI WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ DQG KLULQJ SURFHVV, RU KDYH TXHVWLRQV UHJDUGLQJ UHDVRQDEOH

DFFRPPRGDWLRQ DQG/RU DFFHVVLELOLW\ IRU DQ\ SDUW RI WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ DQG KLULQJ SURFHVV, SOHDVH FRQWDFW

WKH DLVDELOLW\ PURJUDP MDQDJHU RQ 202-720-6161 RU WKURXJK WKH DC RHOD\ SHUYLFH RQ 202-855-1234
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(TDD).

 

False Statements:  II \RX PDNH D IDOVH VWDWHPHQW LQ DQ\ SDUW RI \RXU DSSOLFDWLRQ, \RX PD\ QRW EH

KLUHG; PD\ EH ILUHG DIWHU EHJLQQLQJ ZRUN; RU PD\ EH ILQHG RU MDLOHG.

HOW TO APPLY:

YRXU DSSOLFDWLRQ SDFNDJH PXVW EH FRPSOHWH E\ 11:59 S.P. (EST) RQ FULGD\, FHEUXDU\ 03, 2012.  YRX

PXVW DSSO\ RQOLQH RU E\ ID[ (VHH EHORZ IRU GHWDLOV).  ASSOLFDWLRQV VHQW E\ PDLO (LQFOXGLQJ H-PDLO) RU

KDQG-GHOLYHUHG ZLOO QRW EH DFFHSWHG.

 

CKRRVH HLWKHU OSWLRQ A RU OSWLRQ B WR DSSO\ IRU WKLV SRVLWLRQ:

 

Option A:  Online Application

COLFN WKH Appl\ Online EXWWRQ WR FUHDWH DQ DFFRXQW RU ORJ LQ WR \RXU H[LVWLQJ USAJOBS DFFRXQW.  FURP

USAJOBS, \RX ZLOO EH URXWHG WR ASSOLFDWLRQ MDQDJHU.  FROORZ WKH SURPSWV WR FRPSOHWH WKH

RFFXSDWLRQDO TXHVWLRQQDLUH DQG XSORDG (RU UHXVH) VXSSRUWLQJ GRFXPHQWV.  YRX PXVW FOLFN WKH Submit

M\ AnsZers EXWWRQ DW WKH HQG RI WKH SURFHVV. 

 

II \RX QHHG WHFKQLFDO DVVLVWDQFH ZLWK WKH RQOLQH DSSOLFDWLRQ SURFHVV, SOHDVH VHQG DQ H-PDLO WR 

ASSOLFDWLRQMDQDJHUHHOSDHVN@RSP.JRY.

 

NRWH: TR UHWXUQ WR D SUHYLRXVO\ VDYHG RU LQFRPSOHWH DSSOLFDWLRQ, XVH WKH IROORZLQJ OLQN:  

KWWSV://DSSOLFDWLRQPDQDJHU.JRY/.  TUDFN \RXU SURJUHVV WR D Complete ASSOLFDWLRQ PDFNDJH XVLQJ WKH M\

Application Packages FKHFNOLVW DQG VWDWXV GLVSOD\V LQ ASSOLFDWLRQ MDQDJHU.

 

To fa[ supporting documents that \ou are unable to upload:

1. COLFN KHUH WR SULQW D ID[ FRYHU SDJH. 

2. CRPSOHWH DOO EORFNV RQ WKH FRYHU SDJH XVLQJ VDFDQF\ ID 597412.  DRFXPHQWV ZLOO QRW EH SURFHVVHG

LI LQIRUPDWLRQ LV PLVVLQJ.

3. FD[ WKH FRPSOHWHG FRYHU SDJH DQG \RXU GRFXPHQWV WR 1-478-757-3144.

 

Option B:  Fa[

II \RX FDQQRW DSSO\ RQOLQH, IROORZ WKHVH VWHSV WR ID[ \RXU FRPSOHWH DSSOLFDWLRQ SDFNDJH.

1. COLFN WKH IROORZLQJ OLQN WR SULQW WKH RFFXSDWLRQDO TXHVWLRQQDLUH VLHZ OFFXSDWLRQDO QXHVWLRQQDLUH; 

2. PULQW WKH 1203FX IRUP, ZKLFK \RX ZLOO XVH WR SURYLGH \RXU UHVSRQVHV WR WKH RFFXSDWLRQDO

TXHVWLRQQDLUH; DQG   

3. FD[ WKH FRPSOHWHG 1203FX (DOO 6 SDJHV), \RXU UHVXPH, DQG VXSSRUWLQJ GRFXPHQWV (LQFOXGLQJ WKRVH

VSHFLILHG LQ WKH RHTXLUHG DRFXPHQWV VHFWLRQ EHORZ) WR 1-478-757-3144.  TKH 1203FX ZLOO VHUYH DV

WKH FRYHU SDJH IRU \RXU ID[ WUDQVPLVVLRQ DQG PXVW EH SODFHG RQ WRS RI DOO RWKHU GRFXPHQWV.   

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS:

TKH IROORZLQJ GRFXPHQWV DUH UHTXLUHG:
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Assessment questionnaire (completed online or submitted by fax using the 1203FX)

Resume 

Supporting Documents (if applicable)

• Transcripts or list of college courses with credit hours, major(s), and grade point average or

class ranking (if qualifying based on education, or if the position has a positive education

requirement)  

• Veterans¶ documentation (DD-214, SF-15, etc.)  

• Documentation providing proof of non-competitive eligibility (see the Other Information section

of this announcement for details)

• CTAP/ICTAP documentation  

 

If your application package does not contain all required documents, you may lose consideration for

the position.

 

Please do noW include your Social Security Number (SSN) on any of these documents.

AGENCY CONTACT INFO:

WHAT TO EXPECT NEXT:

Once the online questionnaire is received you will receive an acknowledgement email.  After a review

of your complete application is made you will be notified of your rating and or referral to the hiring

official.  If further evaluation or interviews are required you will be contacted.

ConWrol NXmber: 307814800

Close�Print

Joanne Kenned\

Phone: (301)504-1580

TDD: 202-855-1234

Email: JOANNE.KENNEDY@ARS.USDA.

GOV

Agenc\ Information:

Agricultural Research Service

5601 Sunn\side Avenue

Beltsville, MD

20705


