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Chinese dissidents are generally smart,
well-informed, and idealistic people. Yet
many—indeed most—were rooting for
Donald Trump in the recent presidential
election. Why? They had their reasons.
Understanding those reasons helps us
not only to understand these
courageous protesters but, perhaps in
unexpected ways, to understand
ourselves as well.
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Perry Link is Distinguished
Professor of Comparative Literature
and Chinese at UC Riverside, and
Emeritus Professor of East Asian
Studies at Princeton University. He
received his BA, MA, and PhD from
Harvard University, and has
published in the fields of modern
Chinese language, literature,
popular culture, intellectual history,
art and politics. He has translated
numerous books and articles by
prominent Chinese voices including
Liu Xiaobo, Ai Weiwei, and Fang
Lizhi. This talk is related to Link’s
article for the New York Review of
Books, “Seeing the CCP Clearly.”
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