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Xi Jingping has been concentrating power at the top in China in a manner 
surprisingly reminiscent of Mao Zedong’s rule. What will be the 
consequences for domestic and foreign policy? Is Xi’s approach to 
leadership sustainable or might it lead to a backlash among the political elite, 
intellectuals, and middle class citizens?

Susan Shirk is the Chair of the 21st Century China Program and Ho Miu 
Lam Professor of China and Pacific Relations at the School of International 
Relations and Pacific Studies (IR/PS) at UC San Diego. She also is director 
emeritus of the University of California, Institute on Global Conflict and 
Cooperation (IGGC). From 1997-2000, Shirk served as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State in the Bureau of East Asia and Pacific Affairs, with 
responsibility for China, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Mongolia. Shirk’s 
publications include her books, China: Fragile Superpower; The Political 
Logic of Economic Reform in China; How China Opened Its Door: The 
Political Success of the PRC’s Foriegn Trade and Investment Reforms; 
Competitive Comrades: Career Incentives and Student Strategies in China; 
and her edited book, Changing Media, Changing China.

Co-Sponsors: CSUSB History Department, History Club/Phi Alpha Theta, the 
College of Social and Behaivoral Sciences, the College of Extended 
Learning, the Center for Global Management/College of Business and Public 
Administration, the University Diversity Committee, Pfau Library, NEH 
Lecture Series, and the Intellectual Life Fund. Special thanks to Iwona-Maria 
Contreras at Pfau Library and Pamela Crosson in the History Department. 
Please contact Jeremy Murray (History Department) with questions at 
jmurray@csusb.edu
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