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Major Requirements 

 
The major requirements that appear on your PAWS reflect the requirements in effect for the 
academic year that you declared that major (this is your “catalog year”).  If, in consultation with 
your departmental advisor, it appears that a course substitution might be appropriate in place of 
one of the stated requirements, you would need to see the chair of your major department.  The 
department chair will send any substitution requests to the Office of the Registrar, and a 
counselor will make the change on your PAWS.   If you prefer, you may switch to the current 
catalog for major requirements by filling out a Change of Major form with the Office of the 
Registrar. 
 
Some majors require you to declare a concentration, track, or specialty area.  If you did not 
declare one originally, you can do this by completing the Change of Major form.  If you declare a 
new concentration, track, or specialty area (or switch back and forth) within the same major, you 
keep the same catalog year UNLESS you are changing to a new option that did not exist during 
your original catalog year. 
 
The requirements for most majors are divided into several areas, or sub-requirements.  Even 
though a particular course may be listed as an option to fill one or more sub-requirements, each 
individual course can only be used toward one major requirement (no double-counting within 
your major, in other words). 
 
You must have a minimum 2.00 GPA in your major in order to graduate (some majors require a 
higher GPA).  Your current major GPA is typically indicated at the very top of the major 
section.  
 
If you declare two (or more) majors, you will have a separate PAWS for each one. 
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Electives 

 
Courses that do not count toward GE or major requirements appear in the electives area.  The 
heading for the electives area is always red, which often confuses students.  It does not 
necessarily mean that you need more electives.  There is no set number of electives that all 
students need to complete - the number of elective units required for graduation will vary from 
student to student.  The minimum number of units required for graduation from CSUSB is 180 
(some majors require more).  For some students, once the GE and major units are added 
together, the total falls short of the number of units required for that degree, which means that 
elective units are needed to make up the difference. 
 
When you are approximately one year from graduation, you are encouraged to meet with a 
Transfer and Graduation Counselor to go over your PAWS to see if additional elective units are 
necessary.  Courses required for minors can count toward elective units. 
 
 
 

Minors 
 
If you have declared a minor, it will appear on your PAWS after the electives area.  Your minor 
must be completed in order for your graduation to be processed.  If your minor is not complete 
by the term you intend to graduate, you must either postpone your graduation to a later term or 
drop the minor.  Please note that you cannot complete a minor after you graduate.  A minor 
must be completed along with a bachelor’s degree. 
 
A few majors require that students also complete a minor.  If a minor is part of the degree 
requirements, the minor MUST be completed in order for the degree to be posted. 
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