
California DREAM Loan Program 

Under SB 1210, a new type of financial aid assistance for DREAM students called the 
California DREAM Loan Program is now available.  The California Dream Loan is a 
subsidized loan program for undergraduate students with a valid California Dream Act 
application* and a valid AB540 affidavit on file with their University.  

The purpose of the California DREAM Loan Program is to ensure that students who 
meet AB-540 criteria and DREAM Loan eligibility requirements have access to 
additional forms of funding to help them afford a public higher education. 

About the DREAM Loan 

The California Dream Loan is borrowed money you must repay with interest. The 
interest rate for 2017-2018 is 4.45%. The interest rate for the California Dream Loan 
corresponds with the interest rate on Federal Direct Subsidized loan and is subject to 
change annually. The California Dream Loan does not accrue interest while you are 
enrolled at least half-time, during periods of approved deferment, and during the 6-
month grace period before you enter repayment. You will be responsible for the interest 
charged at all other times. 

DREAM Loan Requirements 

To accept your California Dream Loan, you must log in to your My Coyote portal and 
accept the loan offer within 30 days of the award in order to receive funding. You may 
decline the loan offer or accept less than what is offered to you, but funds are limited 
and you may not be able to increase your loan at a later time.  

Students who accept the California Dream loan must complete a promissory note and 
entrance counseling. If you fail to complete all the required steps to receive your loan 
funds by the assigned deadline, CSUSB may cancel the loan offer. Funds are limited 
and you may not be awarded the funds again at a later date 

To complete your California Dream Loan Promissory Note and Entrance Counseling 
please visit ECSI. 

Receipt of funds in one year does not guarantee availability or receipt of funds in 
subsequent years. 

Qualifications for DREAM Loan 

Please note: all financial aid recipients, including California Dream Loan borrowers, 
must meet basic eligibility criteria.  

https://borrower.ecsi.net/


 

1. Submit a DREAM Act by March 2 priority deadline through the California Student 
Aid Commission (CSAC) 

2. Demonstrate financial need 
3. Meets Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) 
4. Undergraduates only 
5. Enrolled in at least 6 units 
6. Not in default on a student loan 
7. A valid AB540 Affidavit on file (T and U Visa eligible) with CSUSB 

 
*T-Visa holders should file a FAFSA and may also be considered for CA Dream Loan 
eligibility. 




