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COURSE DESCRIPTION

We invite students to explore, through literature, music and art, the interactions and exchanges between peoples of “the lands of the Middle Sea"—North
Africa, West Asia, the Middle East, and Southern Europe. Rather than re-inscribe conventional notions of East and West in our study of the Mediterranean, this
course acknowledges and will interrogate the binaries of center and margin, self and other, tradition and modernity. Our seminar begins in reverse chronological
order with the 19th and 20"-century representations of Egypt, Spain, and Italy followed by medieval and Early Modern representations of the storyteller, traveler,
and soldier of the Mediterranean. Organized according to the idea of a literary and cultural journey through the Mediterranean, the seminar will explore the identities
of women, travelers, pirates, witches, renegades, soldiers, spies, adventurers, and collectors. Themes of the course include contact, exchange, trade, captivity,
conversion as well as fascination with the exotic and antiquity.

We analyze literature that depicts the diversity of races, languages, religions, and social characters that collide to develop a dialectics of survival and
acculturation. We will study how texts of different genres and traditions embody Mediterranean syncretism, forming a common cultural ground. In concert with
textual analysis will be an exploration of music as an expression of identities which are very rich and heterogeneous in the Mediterranean--from the Middle Eastern
influence that reaches Spain, and the Sephardic tradition, to the 19"-century ballads of British sailors. In the tradition of the liberal arts seminar, our course is
designed with the expectation of class participation, individual presentations, small group work and a comparative analysis that undergoes peer review and revision.



GOALS
1. Identify elements that define the Mediterranean as a point of convergence between Europe, Africa, and Asia
2. Appreciate the differences and similarities between Mediterranean cultures resulting from the exchange of ideas, goods and travel, as well as from warfare
3. Analyze literature and culture from a comparative perspective
4. Approach critically texts to examine how they illustrate through language and structure key themes discussed in class.
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